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Use of umbrellas for all Marines, 
hairstyle regulations among uniform 
policy proposals being considered 

By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Whether all Marines will be al¬ 
lowed to use umbrellas and female Marines can wear 
silver earrings with their uniforms are among some of 
the new policy recommendations being considered by 
the service. 

The Marine Corps Uniform Board is considering 
eight recommendations for issues including hairstyles, 
jewelry and uniform items such as belt waist plates. 

Active-duty and reserve Marines are being asked to 
personally weigh in on these uniform policy proposals 
via a survey that started Monday. The responses will 
help the board in their recommendations, according to 
a Marine Corps statement. 

“Marines are able to concur with the proposed 
changes, maintain the status quo with no changes, 
or skip proposals entirely,” the statement said of the 
survey. 

For umbrellas, the board is considering a recom¬ 
mendation that all Marines be allowed to carry and 
use small, black umbrellas, which only female Ma¬ 
rines are permitted to do now. 

SEE UNIFORM ON PAGE 5 


As White House 
questions climate 
change, military 
makes plans for it 

By Juliet Eilperin, 

Brady Dennis and Missy Ryan 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — In February, the 
White House devised a plan to chal¬ 
lenge the scientific consensus that the 
burning of fossil fuels is a main driver 
of climate change and poses increasing¬ 
ly serious economic and health threats 
to the US. and the world. 

So far, the rest of the federal govern¬ 
ment hasn’t helped the Trump adminis¬ 
tration in its quest. 

Several agencies have informed 
the National Security Council, which 
launched the initiative, that they do not 
anticipate taking part. Others, includ¬ 
ing some spearheading the govern¬ 
ment’s climate research, such as NASA 
and the National Oceanic and Atmo¬ 
spheric Administration, say that no one 
has contacted them about it. Last week, 
four top US. military officials testified 
before Congress 
that they contin¬ 
ue to see climate 
change as a sig¬ 
nificant security 
threat. 

On Tuesday, 
the House Over¬ 
sight Committee 
was scheduled 
to hold a hear¬ 
ing devoted to 
the topic, featur¬ 
ing former Sec¬ 
retary of State 
John Kerry and 
former Defense 
Secretary Chuck 
Hagel. 

Jon Powers, 
an Iraq War veteran who served as fed¬ 
eral chief sustainability officer, said the 
military has become attuned to climate 
change, given its global footprint and 
massive energy consumption. 

“People are acting on climate not for 
political reasons, but it really affects 
their mission,” said Powers, president 
and chief executive of the investment 
firm CleanCapital. “With the military, 
it’s now ingrained in the culture and 
mission there, which I think is the big¬ 
gest change over the last 10 years.” 


Most don’t 
remember 
what caused 
the Syria 
conflict 
to start. It 
started 
because of 
a 10-year 
drought. ^ 

Gen. David 
Goldfein 

Air Force 
chief of staff 


SEE CLIMATE ON PAGE 2 
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Climate: Trump officials questioned agencies’ findings 

^The effects of a changing climate are 
a national security issue with potential 
impacts to [Defense Department] missions, 
operational plans and installations, f 

Johnny Michael 

Defense Department spokesman 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

That doesn’t mean the White 
House effort is dead. Adminis¬ 
tration officials are considering 
establishing a federal advisory 
panel which would allow them 
to appoint outsiders to scrutinize 
government findings. 

Myron Ebell, a director at the 
conservative Competitive En¬ 
terprise Institute, said there 
was no point in enlisting federal 
scientists to challenge the gov¬ 
ernment’s own climate reports. 
“They will only confirm what 
they’ve already done,” he said. 

For months. White House offi¬ 
cials have looked for ways to ques¬ 
tion the scientific underpinnings 
of climate change and whether 
the issue actually presents an im¬ 
minent national security threat. 

The effort has been cham¬ 
pioned by William Happer, an 
NSC senior director. An emeritus 
professor of physics at Princeton 
University, Happer once headed 
an advocacy group that touted 
carbon dioxide as an asset rather 
than a pollutant. 

During the early months of the 
administration, some Trump of¬ 
ficials weighed the idea of con¬ 
ducting a “red team-blue team” 
exercise on climate change, an 
idea espoused by Scott Pruitt, 
then the head of the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency. White 
House aides, including then-Chief 
of Staff John Kelly, blocked the 
idea at the time. 

The effort got new life in recent 
months, after Happer’s arrival. 

An NSC spokesman, who de¬ 
clined to be named in keeping 
with the council’s press policy, 
said the idea of an independent 
federal advisory committee re¬ 
mains on the table. 

Speaking before the Senate 
Armed Forces Committee on 


Thursday, Air Force Chief of 
Staff Gen. David Goldfein cited 
the conflict in Syria as an exam¬ 
ple of how climate impact is al¬ 
ready destabilizing some nations. 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., 
asked about recent comments 
made by Joint Chiefs Chairman 
Gen. Joseph Dunford Jr. 

“Most don’t remember what 
caused the Syria conflict to start,” 
Goldfein said. “It started because 
of a 10-year drought.” 

“I think what ... Chairman 
Dunford was talking about was 
that we have 
to respond 
militarily 
very often to 
the effects 
of, globally, 
of climate 
change.” 

Goldfein’s 
remarks 
came two 
days after 
the com¬ 
manders of US. European Com¬ 
mand and US. Transportation 
Command voiced similar views 
before the same Senate panel. 

After Warren asked Army 
Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, who 
also serves as NATO’s Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe, if 
he agrees with the intelligence 
community’s assessment that cli¬ 
mate change presents a security 


threat, Scaparrotti replied, “I do, 
and I believe that, as you noted, 
much of this will be drivers for 
potential conflict, or at least very 
difficult situations that nations 
have to deal with.” 

John Conger, who directs the 
Center for Climate and Security 
and served as acting assistant 
secretary of defense from 2012 
to 2014, said the divergent views 
underscore the current schism 
within the federal government. 

After 13 agencies issued a Na¬ 
tional Climate Assessment warn¬ 
ing that the intensifying effects of 
climate change pose a threat to 
the United States, President Don¬ 
ald Trump and multiple Cabinet 
members questioned its findings. 

“It’s important not to look at the 
administration as monolithic,” 
Conger said. “There are people 
in the administration who don’t 
think climate change is a risk, or 
is real, and there are people in the 
administration who do think it’s a 
risk and is real.” 

Several agencies — including 
the Defense and State depart¬ 
ments, along with the EPA and 
Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence — have yet to offer 
experts for the White House ef¬ 
fort, according to three people fa¬ 
miliar with the matter who asked 
for anonymity to discuss private 
deliberations. 

One intelligence official said 


the Office of the Director of Na¬ 
tional Intelligence, who serves as 
the head of the intelligence com¬ 
munity, “recommended the [intel¬ 
ligence community] be excluded 
from the committee’s scope of 
review given [its] role is not to 
conduct scientific climate change 
studies but to assess and analyze 
national security implications of 
climate change.” 

Defense Department spokes¬ 
man Johnny Michael referred 
questions about Pentagon partici¬ 
pation in the panel to the White 
House. 

“What I can tell you is that the 
effects of a changing climate are 
a national security issue with po¬ 
tential impacts to [Defense De¬ 
partment] missions, operational 
plans and installations,” he said 
in an email. 

“The Pentagon “will focus on 
ensuring it remains ready and 
able to adapt to a wide variety 
of threats — regardless of the 
source — to fulfill our mission to 
deter war and ensure our nation’s 
security.” 

An official at NASA said Friday 
the agency was unaware of any 
White House panel to reexamine 
climate change. A spokeswoman 
for Interior, which also conducts 
climate research, said the de¬ 
partment had not been contacted 
about it and was not involved in 
any such effort. 

In a recent hearing on Capitol 
Hill, NOAA’s acting administra¬ 
tor, Neil Jacobs, said he had not 
been asked to participate and 
defended the National Climate 
Assessment. 

“I don’t know that there’s any 
ad hoc working group that’s been 
formed,” Jacobs said. 


Japanese 
F-35Ajet 
disappears 
over Pacific 

By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — A Japanese F- 
35A stealth fighter disappeared 
Tuesday while training over the 
Pacific Ocean, according to the 
nation’s defense minister. 

The jet, which is assigned to the 
Japanese Air Self-Defense Force 
at Misawa Air Base in northeast¬ 
ern Japan, disappeared from the 
radar just before 7:30 p.m. about 
84 miles east of the base while 
conducting a nighttime anti¬ 
fighter combat drill with three 
other F-35As, Defense Minister 
Takeshi Iwaya told reporters. 

The missing pilot is a major in 
his 40s, Iwaya said. 

Three JASDF UH-60Js, three 
U-125s and a Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force P3C were 
searching the area where the 
fighter disappeared, Iwaya said. 
JMSDF and Japan Coast Guard 
ships were to join the search, he 
added. 

Although the cause is unknown, 
Iwaya said all of Japan’s F-35As, 
which are assigned to Misawa Air 
Base, will be grounded, according 
to TV Asahi. Thirteen of the ad¬ 
vanced fighters have deployed to 
Misawa since January 2018, ac¬ 
cording to the Asahi newspaper. 

In February, a JASDF F-2B 
fighter crashed in the Sea of Japan 
near Yamaguchi prefecture. The 
two pilots ejected and sustained 
injuries. JASDF said pilot error 
might have caused the crash. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 
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Bagram car bombing victims were Marines 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

All three American servicemembers 
killed in a bombing outside Bagram Air 
Field were Marines, including a decorated 
New York City firefighter serving in the 
Marine Reserves, officials said Tuesday. 

Three other Americans were wounded 
Monday in the blast, which Afghan officials 
said was a car bomb targeting a convoy. 
The deaths bring the number of American 
troops killed in Afghanistan this year to 
seven. Last year, 13 U.S. servicemembers 
were killed in combat there. 

A contractor was also reported killed, but 
the military said Tuesday that the man, an 
Afghan citizen, survived with injuries. 

The military has not released names of 
the victims, but Navy Secretary Richard 
Spencer told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee that the dead were all Marines. 
Committee members bowed their heads in 
a moment of silence. 

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio an¬ 
nounced that one of the dead was Christo¬ 


OF 

J# 


Slutman 


pher A. Slutman, 43, a I 
15-year member of the 
New York City Fire 
Department and a 
Marine staff sergeant. 

Slutman, who leaves 
behind a wife and 
three daughters, was 
decorated for bravery 
in 2014 after rescu¬ 
ing an unconscious I 
woman from a burning 
building in the South 
Bronx, de Blasio said in a statement. 

“Firefighter Slutman bravely wore two 
uniforms and committed his life to public 
service both as a New York City Firefight¬ 
er and as a member of the United States 
Marine Corps,” said New York Fire Com¬ 
missioner Daniel A. Nigro. “The hearts 
and prayers of the entire Department are 
with his loved ones and with the families of 
his fellow servicemembers who lost their 
lives in service to our nation.” 

He also served as a volunteer fireman in 
Prince George’s County, Md., until 2003. 


“Chris served the citizens of handover 
and Prince George’s County, Maryland 
valiantly,” said Oleg Pelekhaty, chief of the 
Kentland Volunteer Fire Department, in 
a statement. “During his 19-year career 
he [rose] through the ranks to become a 
Wagon Driver, Captain, but most of all — 
he was a fireman.” 

“Through this trying time, we will re¬ 
member Chris for the father, husband, 
brother, son, and friend that he was, the 
moral character he displayed daily, and 
the courage and conviction to serve his fel¬ 
low Americans, both at home and abroad,” 
Pelekhaty said. 

Five Afghan civilians were wounded in 
the wake of the attack, local officials told 
The Associated Press on Tuesday. The 
Americans soldiers opened fire immedi¬ 
ately after the convoy was bombed, said 
Abdul Shakor Qudosi, the district admin¬ 
istrative chief in Bagram, the largest U.S. 
military base in the country. 

Four of the wounded civilians were pass¬ 
ers-by and the fifth was driving a car down 
the road, Abdul Raqib Kohistani, the Ba¬ 


gram district police chief told the AP. 

The Afghans were treated for their inju¬ 
ries, including the contractor who was ini¬ 
tially mistaken for a civilian. 

The bombing was the deadliest incident 
for Americans in Afghanistan since No¬ 
vember, when a roadside bomb blast in the 
country’s eastern Ghazni province killed 
four U.S. troops. 

“We feel and mourn the loss of these 
Americans with their families and loved 
ones,” said Gen. Scott Miller, command¬ 
ing general of the Resolute Support mis¬ 
sion and U.S. Forces-Afghanistan, said 
in a statement. “They volunteered to pro¬ 
tect their country. We will continue our 
mission.” 

Bagram is home to thousands of U.S. 
and allied troops and contractors. U.S. and 
other coalition troops routinely patrol the 
area surrounding the airfield in armored 
vehicles and sometimes on foot. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Caitlin Kenney contrib¬ 
uted to this report. 
gariand.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgariand 


Shanahan makes argument for new space organizations 


By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — For the United States 
to remain the dominant power in space, 
the Pentagon needs troops whose train¬ 
ing is focused entirely on that domain and 
it needs a top general whose sole attention 
is on commanding space operations, act¬ 
ing Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan said 
Tuesday. 

If the United States does not make those 
changes soon, China’s military will quickly 
overtake American dominance in space as 
it creates weaponry capable of destroying 
or disabling the Pentagon’s 100-plus mili¬ 
tary satellites that it relies on for commu¬ 
nication and guiding forces and weapons 
around the globe, Shanahan said in a key¬ 
note speech delivered at the yearly Space 
Symposium in Colorado Springs, Colo. It 
marked the most clear-throated public 
argument from Shanahan in defense of 
the Defense Department’s proposal to re¬ 
organize its space operations, including 
building three new organizations — Space 
Force, U.S. Space Command and the Space 
Development Agency. 

“The threat is clear: we’re in an era of 
great-power competition, and the next 
mqjor conflict may be won or lost in space,” 
said Shanahan, who has led the Pentagon 
on a temporary basis since January. “This 
is not a future or theoretical threat, this is 
today’s threat. We are not going to sit back 
and watch — we are going to act. We are 
going to deter conflict from extending into 
space, and ensure we can respond deci¬ 
sively if deterrence fails.” 

Shanahan’s contentions were delivered 
just two days before he and other top Pen¬ 
tagon officials are scheduled to testify be¬ 
fore the Senate Armed Service Committee 
on the building of the Space Force, a sixth 
military service that would fall within the 
Air Force Department, much as the Marine 
Corps is part of the Navy Department. 

Shanahan on Tuesday explained the key 
roles each of the new organizations would 
have in improving the U.S. military’s space 
operations. 

U.S. Space Force 

Pentagon officials have proposed build¬ 
ing the U.S. Space Force over the coming 


five years, a new military service focused 
on space expertise that would grow to 
15,000 to 20,000 troops, Shanahan said. 
The vast m^ority of those troops would 
move from the other military services into 
the Space Force. The Pentagon has said 
that process would cost about $2 billion, 
though Shanahan has previously said that 
price tag could grow. 

On Tuesday, the acting secretary com¬ 
pared the need for the new service, which 
would require congressional authorization, 
to the need for the Navy. Just as the Navy 
ensures freedom of navigation throughout 
international waters worldwide, the Space 
Force would ensure space remained avail¬ 
able to all international parties. 

“We need a military organization to en¬ 
sure free navigation of the stars,” Shana¬ 
han said. 

Like the Pentagon’s other military ser¬ 
vices, the Space Force would be responsible 
for providing combatant commanders with 
trained and equipped forces to operate in 
their physical or functional domains. 

For space-focused operators now in the 
Air Force, Army, Navy and Marine Corps, 
space is a secondary priority throughout 
their training, Shanahan said. By building 
a Space Force, it would make space their 
singular focus from the time they enter 
basic training throughout their entire 
career. 

“The Space Force will build a profes¬ 
sional development system that recruits 
technical talent, educates them in space 
from the beginning, and provides a clear 
promotion path,” he said Tuesday. “All to 
produce the quantity and quality of space 
leaders we need to protect and defend 
space.” 

The service would be led by a four-star 
general who would sit on the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, providing that group, which advises 
the defense secretary and the president on 
all military issues, with a space expert, of¬ 
ficials have said. It would be overseen by 
the secretary of the Air Force and a new 
undersecretary of the Air Force for space. 

U.S. Space Command 

While building a military branch called 
Space Force has found detractors on Capi¬ 
tol Hill and the Pentagon, the need for 


a new, space-focused unified combatant 
command has had universal approval. 

U.S. Space Command would command 
and control U.S. military space operations 
across the globe, headed by a four-star 
general or admiral who would be “a com¬ 
batant commander focused on space every 
day,” Shanahan said Tuesday. Its primary 
roles would include coordinating the use 
of the individual military services’ space 
troops and assets and providing key func¬ 
tions including controlling space-based 
missile warning, communications, naviga¬ 
tion, weather and imagery. 

Space operations are now one of several 
enterprises that are within U.S. Strategic 
Command, whose commander — now Air 
Force Gen. John Hyten — is primarily re¬ 
sponsible for commanding the American 
nuclear programs. Hyten has consistently 
said space is his third priority on any given 
day and has endorsed building U.S. Space 
Command. 

The Pentagon has already nominated a 
commander to head Space Command, Air 
Force Gen. Jay Raymond, who now leads 
Air Force Space Command, responsible 
for training and equipping the Air Force’s 
roughly 15,000 space-focused airmen. It 
has yet to establish where the new com¬ 
batant command would be headquartered, 
however CNN reported this week that the 
Air Force has narrowed its search to six fi¬ 
nalists: Colorado’s Buckley Air Force Base, 
Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station, Pe¬ 
terson Air Force Base and Schreiver Air 
Force Base, as well as the Army’s Red¬ 
stone Arsenal in Alabama and Vandenberg 
Air Force Base in California. 

Shanahan on Tuesday urged the Senate 
to move forward with Raymond’s nomina¬ 
tion, telling the audience “we are ready 
to establish the new command shortly 
thereafter.” 

If the Space Force is eventually created 
it would provide the bulk of troops that 
would be under Space Command’s con¬ 
trol. However, each service is expected to 
maintain some small space capabilities, 
which would focus on space missions that 
would only be used by the specific service. 
Those forces could also fall under Space 
Command’s control, at times. 

It would not be the first time that the 
Pentagon created a combatant command 


focused on space. U.S. Space Command 
previously existed from 1985-2002 based 
at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado 
Springs, Col., before it was rolled into 
Strategic Command as part of a post-9/11 
reorganization. 

Space Development Agency 

The Space Development Agency, which 
was officially established last month with¬ 
in the Pentagon, is the third space-focused 
organization that Shanahan has billed as 
critical to ensuring American dominance 
in space. The new organization is focused 
on research and design and is meant to 
quickly acquire new technology for space. 

“The SDA will focus on developing and 
delivering the next generation of space- 
based communications and earth obser¬ 
vation [and] ... explore, prototype, and 
demonstrate systems and architectures at 
a rapid pace that allows them to risk, try, 
fail, learn and succeed,” Shanahan said 
Tuesday. 

He envisions the new organization part¬ 
nering closely with the private sector to 
leverage existing technology for military 
use in an effort to speed up the Pentagon’s 
often-slow acquisition process. 

The organization falls within the umbrel¬ 
la of the undersecretary of defense for re¬ 
search and engineering and is led by Fred 
Kennedy, a retired Air Force colonel who 
served as a policy adviser on national se¬ 
curity space and aviation issues in former 
President Barack Obama’s White House. 

Selling Congress 

When Shanahan testifies before senators 
Thursday, he will be joined by outgoing Air 
Force Secretary Heather Wilson, Marine 
Gen. Joseph Dunford, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Air Force Gen. 
John Hyten, the Strategic Command chief 
They will face a room full of lawmakers 
who have expressed doubts about the Pen¬ 
tagon’s Space Force proposal. 

Shanahan, as he did Tuesday, is expected 
to outline the threats posed by China and 
Russia to sell the need for a sixth military 
service to those senators. 


dic'kstein.corey@strTpes.com 

Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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'We have a lot of capability on this ship' 


Wasp/F-35B deployment signals US concern and commitment in the Philippines 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

The first deployment of the 
USS Wasp and F-35B Lightning II 
fighters to the Philippines for this 
month’s Balikatan exercise shows 
the value that the U.S. places on 
military ties to the island nation, 
according to the commander of a 
Navy amphibious squadron par¬ 
ticipating in the drills. 

Capt. Jim McGovern, commo¬ 
dore of Amphibious Squadron 11, 
which comprises four warships 
including the Wasp, spoke about 
the importance of the mission 
during a call from aboard the flat- 
deck amphibious assault ship in 
the South China Sea on Monday. 

“Nothing says ‘you’re impor¬ 
tant’ like sending a ship with the 
capability of the Wasp,” he said 
of the vessel, which deployed to 
Sasebo, Japan, in January 2018. 

Navy officials declined to dis¬ 
close the number of servicemem- 
bers or the assets aboard the 
Wasp due to operational security 
concerns. 

The vessel typically includes a 
crew of about 1,000 sailors and 
can embark more than 1,600 
Marines. The 844-foot ship em¬ 
ploys 31 aircraft and can launch 
Marine amphibious craft from its 
well deck. 

Photographs of the warship on 
its current mission show it’s car¬ 
rying at least 10 F-35Bs, four MV- 
22 Ospreys and two MH-60S Sea 
Hawk helicopters. 

“We have a lot of capability on 
this ship,” McGovern said. 

Philippine military personnel 
have been aboard this week and 
seem impressed by its capabili¬ 
ties, he said. 

“It’s great to be out at sea with 
our Philippine navy counter¬ 
parts,” he said. 

American sailors got a warm 
welcome from locals when they 
made a port call in Subic Bay last 
week ahead of the drills, he said. 

The F-35Bs are operating 
only from the Wasp and haven’t 
touched down at any air bases in 
the Philippines, McGovern said. 

“The F-35BS bring a lot of ca¬ 
pability no matter where we are 
operating,” he said, but he noted 
that the fifth-generation fight¬ 
ers are only one component of 
a Special Purpose Marine Air 
Ground Task Force that includes 
a battalion landing team from the 
4th Marine Regiment and a com¬ 
mand element. 

The Wasp is also carrying as¬ 
sault amphibious vehicles and 
landing craft air cushions, he 
said. 

This week the amphibious force 
is focused on training for human¬ 
itarian operations and building 
relationships with Filipino coun¬ 
terparts, he said. 

During Balikatan, an annual 
exercise that this year runs April 
1-12, U.S. and Philippine forces 
are conducting amphibious op¬ 
erations, live-fire training, urban 
operations, aviation operations 



Sean GALBREATH/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


U.S. Navy Airman Braxton Reese, of Jacksonville, Fla., measures wind speed onboard the USS Wasp during a replenishment-at-sea with the 
USNS Pecos during the Balikatan exercise Thursday. 

and counterterrorism response 
training on the islands of Luzon 
and Palawan, officials said. 

“One thing we are doing with 
our allies is bilateral amphibious 
drills where we are doing land¬ 
ings,” McGovern said. 

The Navy and Marines are 
practicing ship-to-shore move¬ 
ment with the Filipinos and train¬ 
ing ashore, he added. 

McGovern didn’t comment on 
recent friction between China 
and the Philippines over disputed 
island territory. 

“We are just conducting rou¬ 
tine operations in the South China 
Sea,” he said. “We are focused on 
operating with our treaty allies.” 

However, David Johnson of the 
Center for Advanced Defense 
Studies in Washington, said the 
deployment of the Wasp and the 
F-35Bs is an example of U.S. 
concern about rising Chinese 
influence and the importance of 
the Philippines to stability in the 
region. 

“There is a lot of symbolism 
involved in these things we go 
forward,” he said, but noted that 
building relationships is more im¬ 
portant than deploying high-tech 
gear. “There is already so much 
effort in the Pacific that there 
is only a little more that can be 
done,” he said. 

The U.S.-Philippines relation¬ 
ship is likely to continue on a posi¬ 
tive trajectory, Johnson said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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GAO: Cost of new class of subs underestimated 


The Navy’s $115 billion procurement cost estimate is 
not reliable partly because it is based on overly optimistic 
assumptions about the labor hours needed. ^ 

Government Accountability Office report 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

The estimated $115 billion 
price for building 12 Colum¬ 
bia-class ballistic-missile sub¬ 
marines is inaccurate because 
it doesn’t factor in all the labor, 
which could cause cost overruns 
and production delays, a govern¬ 
ment watchdog said. 

The new submarines will re¬ 
place the 14 aging Ohio-class 
submarines that will be retired 
beginning in 2027. 

The pace for building subma¬ 
rines has intensified as the Navy 
seeks to keep up with the Rus¬ 
sian and Chinese navies, which 
have been boosting their subma¬ 
rine fleets. 

But the Navy, in its push to 
modernize its ballistic forces, 
is not thoroughly assessing the 
costs involved, and that could 
lead to future funding shortfalls. 


the Government Accountability 
Office said in its report issued 
Monday. 

“The Navy’s $115 billion pro¬ 
curement cost estimate is not re¬ 
liable partly because it is based 
on overly optimistic assumptions 
about the labor hours needed to 
construct the submarines,” the 
GAO said. 

Construction of the new sub¬ 
marines is slated to begin in 2020 
with the aim of having the first 
boat making a maiden patrol in 
2031 — a schedule that GAO finds 
“aggressive” and not realistic. 


Building the lead submarine in 
a new class takes additional time 
to design, develop new technolo¬ 
gies and work out bugs through 
trial and error, the GAO said. 
The Navy has not included rea¬ 
sonable margins of error in time, 
labor and efficiency, essentially 
using a best-case scenario with 
little substantiation, it said. 

For instance, the Navy an¬ 
ticipates it will need 12 million 
labor hours to build the lead 
submarine — 17 percent fewer 
hours than what was needed to 
construct the lead Virginia-class 


submarine, the report said. 

Unforeseen labor costs in the 
past year have added to the proj¬ 
ect’s costs, such as fixing a defec¬ 
tive propulsion motor, it noted. 

Production capacity is another 
factor. The heightened pace of 
submarine construction — un¬ 
precedented since the 1980s 
— is putting a strain on the ship¬ 
builder. Electric Boat, which is 
building Columbia-class and Vir¬ 
ginia-class subs, is investing $1 
billion in its factories and hiring 
6,000 workers but will need some 
time to reach full production. 


Another snag is that suppli¬ 
ers of high-end components 
have dwindled since submarine 
construction tailed off after the 
Cold War ended. Some suppli¬ 
ers are now producing compo¬ 
nents, such as missile tubes, 
that haven’t been made since the 
early 1990s. 

GAO recommended that the 
Navy come up with more detailed, 
well-documented cost analyses 
that take potential repairs and 
setbacks into consideration. 

Navy officials told the agency 
that they have calculated more 
detailed cost estimates based on 
risk factors and the history of 
submarine construction. It also 
includes savings from using a 
special fund created for develop¬ 
ing Columbia-class submarines. 

GAO said it has yet to see those 
updated figures. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 


Uniform: After survey, Marine Corps commandant to make final decision 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

They are also proposing wheth¬ 
er female Marines be allowed to 
wear silver earrings with their 
service uniform. They are al¬ 
lowed to wear only gold earrings 
now. 

Two of the recommendations 
in the survey are for hairstyles, 
with one for female Marines with 
medium or long hair to be able 
to wear ponytails or braids dur¬ 


ing physical training except if 
the activity is considered “com¬ 
bat training” or a safety hazard. 
During physical training, only 
women with medium-length hair 
can wear it in a “half-ponytail,” 
or a style where the top half of the 
hair is pulled back from the face 
in a ponytail and the bottom half 
of the hair hangs loose. 

The other hairstyle recommen¬ 
dation under consideration would 


require female Marines with long 
hair to keep it “properly secured 
up” at all times when they are 
wearing the blouse of their com¬ 
bat utility uniform, even during 
physical training activities such 
as the combat fitness test. Women 
with medium-length hair would 
be able to have it in a half ponytail 
while wearing the blouse during 
physical training activities. 

The board is also considering 


approval for four supplemental 
uniform allowance requests for 
Marines in specific duties includ¬ 
ing at Recruiter School and drill 
instructors at Officer Candidate 
School. 

They are also considering the 
recommendation that all Marines 
ranked E-5 and below wear the 
blue dress gold waist plate with 
the Marine Corps emblem in the 
center, which is now worn only by 


Marines ranked between E-4 and 
E-5. 

The commandant of the Ma¬ 
rine Corps will make the final 
decision on the uniform policy 
recommendations. 

Marines can access the CAC- 
enabled survey at go.max.gov/ 
UniformBoard218 and have until 
April 29 to complete it. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


Ala. woman recalls ‘babylift 
from Vietnam 44 years ago 

By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 



AP photos 


Left: Orphans aboard the first Operation Babylift flight at the end of 
the Vietnam War look through the windows of a World Airways DC-8 
jet as it flies them to the United States. 

Right: U.S. Marine helicopter crewmen carry young Vietnamese 
orphans to safety aboard the USS Blue Ridge on April 29, 1975, 
after their evacuation helicopter crashed on the deck of the 
amphibious command ship during Operation Babylift. 


Jumbo jets full of Vietnamese 
orphans were welcomed warmly 
by local military kids when they 
landed at Clark Air Base, the 
Philippines, in April 1975. 

Forty-four years later, Shirley 
Mizell, who in 1975 was a junior 
at Wagner High School at Clark, 
has fond memories of helping 
care for the youngsters, an expe¬ 
rience that helped prepare her for 
a career as a nurse. 

“Allied ‘Babylift’ in Full Swing” 
was the Stars and Stripes front 
page headline on Monday, April 
7, 1975, reporting on an effort 
that saw 3,300 infants and small 
children flown to new homes in 
America and other western na¬ 
tions as communist forces closed 
in on the South Vietnamese 
capital. 

Tragedy had marred the start 
of the operation with the April 4, 
1975, crash of an Air Force C-5A 
Galaxy transport at Tan Son Nhut 
Air Base, Vietnam, that killed 138 
people. 

News of the accident quickly 
reached the kids at Clark, re¬ 
called Mizell, 61, of Cottondale, 
Ala. Her father. Air Force Master 


Sgt. Joseph “Sim” Simeon Dea- 
son, who died in 2007, was an air 
traffic controller at the Philip¬ 
pine base from 1972 to 1975. 

“One of the servicemen killed 
in the crash was the father of a 
student,” she recalled. 

Wagner students, includ¬ 
ing Mizell, had waved in freed 
American prisoners of war when 
they landed at Clark two years 
earlier. Many volunteered to help 
the orphans, she said. 

Old photographs show some of 
her classmates carrying children 
off a plane. 

Mizell has hazy memories of 
the arrival but recalls taking the 
kids to a gymnasium full of cots 
and caring for them with her 
classmates in shifts. 

“The kids were scared and 
they didn’t have anybody with 
them,” she said. 

Experience babysitting and 
volunteering at the base hospital 
came in handy, she said. 

“We couldn’t get jobs because 
all the jobs (at Clark) were done 
by Filipinos, but we could volun¬ 
teer. I was a ‘candy striper’ — a 
young girl who wanted to learn 
about work in hospitals. 

“We would go in and make 


beds and wait on patients like a 
nursing assistant,” she said. 

After graduating high school, 
Mizell worked as a nurse, includ¬ 
ing five years working with sick 
children. The mother of two and 


grandmother of five said she was 
proud of helping the Vietnamese 
orphans. “It was good to help and 
be part of history,” she said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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USS Lincoln strike group 
enters European theater 



Amber SMALLEv/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


The USS Abraham Lincoln approaches the fast combat support ship 
USNS Arctic for a replenishment-at-sea April 2 before sailing into 
European waters on Monday. 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

The USS Abraham Lincoln car¬ 
rier strike group sailed into Eu¬ 
ropean waters Monday to train, 
patrol and make a show of force 
in regions where the Russian 
navy has grown more active. 

The Nimitz-class Lincoln is the 
first U.S. aircraft carrier to enter 
the theater since the USS Harry 
S. Truman did a double deploy¬ 
ment here last year as part of 
“dynamic force employment,” a 
recently revived concept of oper¬ 
ating in unpredictable patterns. 

The Truman became the first 


aircraft carrier to patrol the Arc¬ 
tic since the Cold War. In recent 
years, carriers have mostly oper¬ 
ated from the eastern Mediterra¬ 
nean and Persian Gulf in support 
of U.S. and coalition forces in 
Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria. 

The Lincoln, which left Norfolk, 
Va., a week ago, will also visit 
various undisclosed locations. 
But unlike the Truman, which 
returned to the East Coast for a 
port visit during deployment, the 
Lincoln will circumnavigate the 
globe and finish up at its new San 
Diego homeport. 

“The Abraham Lincoln Strike 


Group has worked tremendously 
hard to prepare for our operations 
in U.S. 6th Fleet,” Rear Adm. 
John Wade, the strike group’s 
commander, said in a statement. 
“We are poised and ready to per¬ 
form our mission.” 

In late January, the 2nd Fleet 
oversaw training for the Lincoln’s 
crews in its East Coast area of op¬ 
erations — the fleet’s first tactical 
exercise since it was revived last 
year. 

In 2013, the Lincoln began a 
refueling and overhaul that took 
four years to complete. 

Part of the extensive work was 
to prepare the ship to accommo¬ 


date F-35C fighters. 

“We’re doing the maiden de¬ 
ployment of the second half of the 
ship’s life,” Capt. Putnam Browne, 
the Lincoln’s commander, told the 
Virginian-Pilot on April 2. 

The carrier strike group will 
include the cruiser USS Leyte 


Gulf and the destroyers USS 
Bainbridge, USS Mason and USS 
Nitze. Carrier Air Wing 7 will be 
aboard the ship, and the Spanish 
frigate ESPS Mendez will join the 
group later. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 


Tennessee Guardsmen teach 
children English in Ukraine 



Spc. Justin Smith, a Tennessee National Guardsman deployed to Ukraine, poses 
last month at a school near Lviv, Ukraine, where he and other servicemembers are 
teaching conversational English to Ukrainian children. 


By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

U.S. servicemembers deployed to 
Ukraine to help teach modern military 
tactics are helping teach children conver¬ 
sational English. 

Tennessee National Guardsmen with 
the Knoxville-based 278th Armored Cav¬ 
alry Regiment have been deployed to the 
Yavoriv Combat Training Center in west¬ 
ern Ukraine to mentor the country’s mili¬ 
tary instructors. 

But after busy days teaching Ukrainian 
noncommissioned officers in skills like 
NCO leadership and better use of artillery, 
about a dozen of the Guardsmen volunteer 
once a week to go off post to a local school 
and speak to students in English. 

“The kids and teachers really enjoy us 
participating in this project and they al¬ 
ways welcome us with open arms,” said 
Spc. Justin Smith. 

“I started teaching English in Ukraine 
by simply volunteering. Some soldiers 
spoke about a chance to visit a local school 
to teach English to children, and I instantly 
jumped on the opportunity.” 

A Ukrainian military chaplain first in¬ 
vited U.S. soldiers to teach conversational 
English at the school in 2015, when the U.S. 
Embassy in Ukraine was helping renovate 


the school. 

The students there range in age from 7 
to 16. Few of the soldiers know any Ukrai¬ 
nian, so the classes are taught entirely in 
English. 

“I find it so interesting how fast they can 
learn English at such a young age while 
speaking their native language at the same 
time,” Smith said. 

Teachers will outline a lesson plan or 
give the soldiers something to talk about, 
and then the soldiers spend the rest of the 
class talking with the children about the 
topic. 

That is, unless they get distracted. 

“Usually we get side-tracked and talk 
about hobbies or interests,” Smith said. 
“Overall, the children ask a lot of questions 
and are very interested when we come to 
visit.” 

Topics of distraction usually include fa¬ 
vorite snacks and movies. Smith said. 

The U.S. command is fully supportive 
of the volunteer effort, which is viewed as 
further building relations with Ukraine 
and strengthening the two countries’ 
partnership. 

“Our main priority here is to assist and 
mentor the Ukrainian instructors,” said 
Lt. Kealy Moriarty, a spokesman for the 
regiment. “Along with that, we are very 


much involved in outreach projects as 
part of building relations with the local 
community.” 

These opportunities have also given 
the soldiers a chance to learn more about 
Ukrainian culture and foster friendships 
with the local community. Smith said. 

For instance, the soldiers learned about 
traditional Ukrainian holidays, Ukrainian 
foods and what games little kids play over 
there. 


Kealy MoRiARTv/Courtesy of the Tennessee National Guard 


“I like the kids. They are so smart and 
teach me the importance of embracing 
other cultures,” Smith said. 

“We all learn from one another, and I 
guarantee if anyone had the opportunity 
to sit down with these kids and just have a 
simple conversation, they would really ap¬ 
preciate the Ukrainian culture.” 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter; @Marty_Stripes 


Shooter killed at NAS Oceana in Virginia identified 



Christopher 1. Puffier 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

A sailor killed Friday by secu¬ 
rity at Naval Air Station Oceana 
in Virginia Beach, Va., after he 
shot another sailor several times 
has been identified by the Navy 
as Christopher J. Ruffier, 26. 

Ruffier was an Ohio native as¬ 
signed to Strike Fighter Squad¬ 
ron 37 as an apprentice aviation 
ordnanceman, according to a 
news release Monday from Navy 
Region Mid-Atlantic. 

In what Navy officials de¬ 
scribed Friday as a domestic dis¬ 


pute, Ruffier shot a female sailor 
of the same unit in the parking 
lot outside Hangar 145 about 6:45 
a.m. Within five minutes, base se¬ 
curity personnel arrived on scene 
and shot and killed Ruffier. 

The victim was transported to 
Sentara Virginia Beach General 
Hospital with injuries that were 
not life-threatening. She remains 
at the hospital in stable condition, 
the Navy said. To protect her pri¬ 
vacy, officials declined to release 
her name. 

Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service continues to investigate 


the incident. The base has a no¬ 
weapons policy, and how Ruffier 
was able to get a weapon on base 
is part of the investigation. 

The Navy said the service will 
also convene a Manual of the 
Judge Advocate General inves¬ 
tigation into the incident. That 
noncriminal investigation is stan¬ 
dard in this situation and could 
lead to recommendations to pre¬ 
vent something similar from oc¬ 
curring again, said Beth Baker, 
a spokeswoman for Navy Region 
Mid-Atlantic. 

Ruffier enlisted in the Navy on 


Feb. 15, 2018, and was months 
into his first nontraining assign¬ 
ment, according to his releasable 
service information. 

After basic training with Re¬ 
cruit Training Command at 
Great Lakes, Ill., he transferred 
to Naval Air Technical Training 
Command in Pensacola, Fla. He 
also trained with Oceana’s Cen¬ 
ter for Naval Aviation Technical 
Training Unit before moving into 
Strike Fighter Squadron 37 in 
July. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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Barr: Redacted report to be released within week 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


In his first appearance on Capitol Hill since taking office and amid intense speculation 
over his review of special counsel Robert Mueller’s Russia report, Attorney General 
William Barr arrives to appear before a House Appropriations subcommittee Tuesday. 


By Eric Tucker 
AND Mary Clare Jalonick 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Attorney General 
William Barr said Tuesday that he expects 
to release a redacted version of the special 
counsel’s Trump-Russia investigation re¬ 
port “within a week” as he defended his 
handling of the document. 

Barr told members of Congress at his 
first public appearance since receiving 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s report 
that his earlier projection of releasing a 
version by mid-April still stood. The near¬ 
ly 400-page report is being scoured to re¬ 
move grand jury information and details 
relating to pending investigations. 

The redactions will be color-coded and 
accompanied by notes explaining the deci¬ 
sion to withhold information, he said. 

Democrats scolded Barr over his han¬ 
dling of the report, telling him they were 
concerned that a summary of its main con¬ 
clusions he released last month portrayed 
the investigation’s findings in an overly fa¬ 
vorable way for President Donald Trump. 

Rep. Nita Lowey, D-N.Y., the chairwom¬ 
an of the House Appropriations Commit¬ 
tee, said she was taken aback that Barr had 
reduced Mueller’s report to a four-page 
letter in just two days. The letter said that 
Mueller did not find a criminal conspiracy 
between Russia and Trump associates and 
that Barr did not believe the evidence in 
the report was sufficient to prove the presi¬ 
dent had obstructed justice. 

“Even for someone who has done this job 
before, I would argue it’s more suspicious 
than impressive,” Lowey said. 

Explaining the rapid turnaround for his 
letter, Barr said, “The thinking of the spe¬ 
cial counsel was not a mystery to the De¬ 
partment of Justice prior to the submission 
of the report.” 

Barr was summoned to Congress to talk 
about his department’s budget request, 
but lawmakers still asked about the Muel¬ 
ler report as they waited to see it. Barr’s 
opening remarks focused on funding re¬ 
quests for immigration enforcement and 
the fights against violent crime and opioid 
addiction, not mentioning the special coun¬ 
sel’s report. 

Barr would not discuss the substance 
of Mueller’s findings but did explain his 


process for receiving and reviewing the 
report. He said he had offered Mueller the 
chance to review his four-page letter, but 
that Mueller declined. 

Asked about reports that members of 
Mueller’s team were unhappy with his 
handling of the report, Barr said he sus¬ 
pected any discontent may have reflected 
their desire to put out more information. 

“I felt I should state bottom-line conclu¬ 
sions, and I tried to use special counsel 
Mueller’s own language in doing that,” he 
said. 

Barr also said that he could be open to 
releasing some redacted details after con¬ 
sulting with congressional leaders, though 
he said he did not have plans to ask a court 
for permission to disclose secret grand 
jury testimony. 

Mueller sent his final report to Barr 
on March 22, ending his almost two-year 
investigation into possible ties between 
Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign and 
Russia. Barr released a four-page letter 
summarizing the report two days later 
and said he would release a redacted ver¬ 


sion of the full report by mid-April, “if not 
sooner.” 

The new attorney general’s budget tes¬ 
timony came as Democrats were enraged 
that he was redacting material from the 
report and frustrated that his summary 
framed a narrative about Trump before 
they were able to see the full version. 

The Democrats are demanding that they 
see the full report and all its underlying 
evidence, though Trump and his Republi¬ 
can allies are pushing back. 

The chairman of the Ways and Means 
subcommittee. Democratic Rep. Jose Ser¬ 
rano, of New York, told Barr there were 
“serious concerns about the process by 
which you formulated your letter, and un¬ 
certainty about when we can expect to see 
the full report.” 

Barr said in the summary released last 
month that Mueller didn’t find a criminal 
conspiracy between the campaign and 
the Kremlin. He also said Mueller did not 
reach a conclusion on whether the presi¬ 
dent obstructed justice, instead presenting 
evidence on both sides of the question. 


Trump steps 
up attacks as 
release nears 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Don¬ 
ald Trump took a victory lap after 
special counsel Robert Mueller con¬ 
cluded his Russia investigation. It 
may have been premature. 

Now that the American public 
will get a look at details beyond the 
four-page summary written by At¬ 
torney General William Barr, some 
Trump allies are concerned that the 
president was too quick to declare 
complete triumph and they’re push¬ 
ing the White House to launch a pre¬ 
emptive attack. Trump seems to be 
of the same mind. 

“The Democrats will never be sat¬ 
isfied, no matter what they get, how 
much they get, or how many pages 
they get,” Trump tweeted Mon¬ 
day, two days after he blasted “Bob 
Mueller’s team of 13 Trump Haters 
& Angry Democrats.” 

With the goal to discredit what’s 
coming. Trump and his allies have 
unleashed a series of broadsides 
against Mueller’s team and the Dem¬ 
ocrats pushing for full release of the 
final report. No longer is the presi¬ 
dent agreeing that Mueller acted 
honorably, as he did the day after 
the special counsel’s conclusions 
were released. Instead, he’s joining 
his allies in trying to undermine the 
integrity of the investigators and the 
credibility of their probe. 

“You’re darn right I’m going after 
them again,” Rudy Giuliani, one of 
Trump’s attorneys, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. “I never thought they did 
their job in a professional manner.... 
Only because there is overwhelming 
evidence that the president didn’t do 
anything wrong, they were forced to 
admit they couldn’t find anything on 
him. They sure tried.” 


Mnuchin says he’ll follow law on tax returns 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said 
Tuesday that his department 
intends to “follow the law” and 
is reviewing a request by a top 
House Democrat to provide Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump’s tax returns 
to lawmakers. 

Mnuchin also revealed that 
Treasury Department lawyers 
have talked to the White House 
counsel’s office about the ques¬ 
tion of releasing Trump’s re¬ 
turns, telling lawmakers that the 
consultations occurred before 
the request arrived last week. 
Mnuchin said the conversations 
were “purely informational” and 
he has not been briefed on their 
content. 

But Mnuchin told a House 
panel that he personally has not 
had any communications with the 
president or his top staff about the 


department’s decision on whether 
to provide Trump’s tax returns 
under a nearly century-old law 
that says the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment “shall furnish” them when 
requested. 

“It is our intent to follow the 
law, and that is in the process of 
being reviewed,” Mnuchin told a 
House Appropriations subcom¬ 
mittee with responsibility for his 
budget. 

Acting White House chief of 
staff Mick Mulvaney said in a 
Sunday show appearance that 
lawmakers will “never” see 
Trump’s returns. 

Ways and Means Commit¬ 
tee Chairman Richard Neal, D- 
Mass., requested the returns last 
week in a letter to Mnuchin that 
set a deadline of Wednesday to 
provide them. Mnuchin says he 
“looks forward to responding” 
but it appears clear that Treasury 
won’t meet the deadline. 

IRS Commissioner Charles 


Rettig faced off with the same 
panel Tuesday afternoon. 

Neal requested six years of 
Trump’s personal and business 
returns, relying on a 1924 statute 
that says the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment “shall furnish” them when 
requested. The IRS is part of 
Treasury. 

Trump has broken with tradi¬ 
tion by not voluntarily releasing 
his tax returns. He routinely says 
— as he did Friday — that he’s 
under audit and therefore won’t 
release his returns. IRS officials 
have said that taxpayers under 
audit are free to release their 
returns. 

GOP members of the panel rose 
to Trump’s defense. 

“We have no evidence of any¬ 
thing nefarious. We have no 
evidence that there’s any wrong¬ 
doing,” said Rep. Chris Stewart, 
R-Utah, who said the request 
tramples on Trump’s right to 
privacy. 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


Rep. Mike Quigley, D-IIL, left, chairman of the House Appropriations 
budget subcommittee, listens to ranking member Rep. Tom Graves, 
R-Ga., at a Tuesday hearing with Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin 
on President Donald Trump’s budget request for fiscal year 2020. 
Mnuchin told the panel he is reviewing a demand for Trump’s tax 
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Nielsen exit part of larger DHS shake-up 



By Colleen Long and Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump and White House allies pressing 
for a harder line on immigration sped up 
their campaign to clean house at the De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security with a 
mission far wider than just the departure 
of Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen. 

The dismantling of the government’s im¬ 
migration leadership is being orchestrated 
by Trump adviser Stephen Miller, the im¬ 
petus behind some of the administration’s 
most controversial policies, according to 
three people familiar with the matter. 

Beyond changing names and faces. 
Trump is considering separating migrant 
families at the border again, resuming the 
practice that drew so much outrage last 
year, the same people said. 

The shake-up is a result of Trump’s frus¬ 
tration with the increasing number of mi¬ 
grants at the border and his diminishing 
options for action. Court challenges, im¬ 
migration laws and his own advisers have 
blocked several of his proposals as his re- 
election campaign looms. 

The White House has lashed out by de¬ 
manding new leadership, although a new 
team is likely to face the same obstacles. 

The head of U.S. Citizenship and Immi¬ 
gration Services, L. Francis Cissna, and 
Homeland Security General Counsel John 
M. Mitnick are expected to be pushed out 
of their positions, the officials said. 

Nielsen submitted her resignation Sun¬ 


day after meeting with Trump at the White 
House. Three days earlier, the adminis¬ 
tration withdrew the nomination of Ron 
Vitiello to lead Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. 

Other longtime civil servants in agency 
posts are also on the chopping block, said 
the officials, who spoke on condition of an¬ 


onymity because they were not authorized 
to speak publicly. 

Adding to the turmoil, the director of the 
Secret Service is being forced out of his 
job, but that departure is said to be unre¬ 
lated to the immigration upheaval. 

Leading senators from both parties were 
displeased. 


“The purge of senior leadership at the 
Department of Homeland Security is un¬ 
precedented and a threat to our national 
security,” declared Democrat Dianne 
Feinstein, of California. “President Trump 
is trying to remake DHS into his own per¬ 
sonal anti-immigration agency.” 

Republican Ron Johnson, of Wisconsin, 
chairman of the Homeland Security Com¬ 
mittee, criticized Congress for a crisis at 
the border but also said, “I am concerned 
with a growing leadership void within the 
department tasked with addressing some 
of the most significant problems facing the 
nation.” 

Nielsen has dutifully carried out the ad¬ 
ministration’s orders but often had to ex¬ 
plain to Trump the legal limits of what he 
wanted to do. And he didn’t like it. 

She did months of diplomatic work with 
Central America and Mexico and brokered 
an arrangement in which asylum-seekers 
were to wait in Mexico for their asylum 
cases to play out, an effort meant in part 
to discourage false claims. She moved to 
abandon long-standing regulations that 
dictate how long children are allowed to 
be held in immigration detention and was 
working to find space to detain all families 
who cross the border. 

She limited what public benefits mi¬ 
grants can receive and put regulations in 
place to circumvent immigration law and 
deny asylum to anyone caught crossing the 
border illegally. And she took ownership 
over the most divisive of all the decisions, 
the separation of families at the border. 



Gregory Bull/AP 


Ruth Aracely Monroy walks last month with her sons in Tijuana, 
Mexico, where the family is awaiting a court hearing in San Diego on 
their asylum request. The Trump administration’s policy of making 
asylum-seekers return to Mexico has been blocked by a U.S. judge. 


‘Acting’ appointments fill 
key roles in administration 


Judge blocks 
asylum policy 
but delays 
enforcement 

By Sudhin Thanawala 
Associated Press 

A U.S. judge decided Monday to 
block the Trump administration’s 
policy of returning asylum-seek¬ 
ers to Mexico as they wait for an 
immigration court to hear their 
cases, but the ruling is on hold for 
several days. 

Judge Richard Seeborg in San 
Francisco granted a request on 
behalf of 11 asylum-seekers from 
Central America and legal advo¬ 
cacy groups to halt the practice 
while their lawsuit moves for¬ 
ward, but he held off on enforcing 
his decision until Friday to give 
the government a chance to ask 
an appeals court for a review. 

The policy lacks sufficient pro¬ 
tections to ensure migrants don’t 
face “undue risk to their lives or 
freedom” in Mexico, the judge 
said. 

Seeborg also said a law that 
President Donald Trump’s ad¬ 
ministration cited as its authority 
to send back migrants does not 
apply to asylum-seekers such as 
those who sued. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether the administration would 
ask an appeals court to put the 
ruling on hold. The U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Justice declined to com¬ 
ment. Trump tweeted that the 
ruling was “unfair to the U.S.” 

The launch of the policy in 


January at the nation’s busiest 
border crossing — in San Diego 
— marked an unprecedented 
change to the U.S. asylum system, 
government officials and asylum 
experts said. Families seeking 
asylum typically have been re¬ 
leased in the U.S. with notices to 
appear in court. 

The Trump administration 
says the policy responds to a cri¬ 
sis at the southern border that 
has overwhelmed the ability of 
immigration officials to detain 
migrants. Growing numbers of 
families are fleeing poverty and 
gang violence in Guatemala, Hon¬ 
duras and El Salvador. 

The ruling came as the admin¬ 
istration faces repeated court set¬ 
backs on strict anti-immigration 
measures that were a signature 
campaign promise for Trump, in¬ 
cluding losses on such policies as 
separating families at the border 


and ending protections for young 
immigrants. 

The lawsuit says the Trump ad¬ 
ministration is violating U.S. law 
by failing to adequately evaluate 
the dangers that migrants face in 
Mexico. 

Under the new policy, asylum- 
seekers are not guaranteed in¬ 
terpreters or lawyers and don’t 
get to argue to a judge that they 
face the potential of persecution 
or torture if they are sent back 
to Mexico, Judy Rabinovitz, an 
attorney for the American Civil 
Liberties Union, said at a March 
court hearing. 

Seeborg said in his ruling that 
“further procedural protections 
would be required to conform to 
the government’s acknowledged 
obligation to ensure aliens are 
not returned to unduly dangerous 
circumstances.” 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump looks to 
reshape the executive branch, 
he’s avoiding the words “You’re 
hired.” 

Trump’s choice of Kevin McA- 
leenan as acting replacement for 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen spotlights the 
president’s increasing reliance 
on a once-obscure federal statute 
that governs how to fill vacant 
federal posts. 

It also raises fresh questions 
about his reliance on temporary 
appointments for key security 
roles. 

The reality-star president, 
who once made staff churn into 
prime-time television, has over¬ 
seen massive turnover in just two 
years in office. But he’s shown 
little concern for creating un¬ 
certainty about the leadership of 
some of the country’s most im¬ 
portant agencies. 

Disordered departures have 
become the rule in the Trump ad¬ 
ministration, with aides and even 
Cabinet officials pushed out at a 
record pace, often with no clear 
replacement plan in place. When 
he does have a plan. Trump has 
made a habit of going around in- 
place deputies to select other of¬ 
ficials he believes are more loyal 
or amenable to his agenda. 

Officials with “acting” titles 
abound in key roles, from the sec¬ 
retary of defense to the U.S. am¬ 
bassador to the United Nations, 


and even the White House chief 
of staff 

When Linda McMahon’s res¬ 
ignation as Small Business Ad¬ 
ministrator takes effect later 
this week, that agency will be 
led by yet another acting official. 
Trump has announced his inten¬ 
tion to nominate Jovita Carranza, 
the current treasurer of the U.S., 
for the role. 

The Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998 gives a president wide 
berth to fill openings across the 
executive branch, and he’s used 
it without restraint to rejigger the 
succession plans of the depart¬ 
ments of Justice and Veterans 
Affairs. 

In selecting McAleenan, 
Trump will have to go even far¬ 
ther. The agency’s undersec¬ 
retary of management, Claire 
Grady, is technically next in line 
for the job. She will need to resign 
— or more likely be fired — for 
McAleenan to assume the acting 
position under the act. 

Allowing individuals to fill 
roles in an acting capacity allows 
the White House to avoid Senate 
confirmation battles. Trump has 
seen several high-profile nomina¬ 
tions founder, and others have be¬ 
come distracting political fights. 

“I like acting. It gives me more 
flexibility. Do you understand 
that?” Trump said in January, 
facing questions about acting 
chief of staff Mick Mulvaney and 
acting Defense Secretary Patrick 
Shanahan. “I like acting. So we 
have a few that are acting.” 
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In this artist’s sketch, a Chinese woman, Yiijing Zhang, left, appears at a hearing Monday before federal 
Magistrate Judge William Matthewman in West Palm Beach, Fla. Secret Service agents arrested Zhang 
on March 30 after they say she gained admission to President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago club. 


US attorney: Mar-a-Lago infiltrator 
had cash, hidden-camera detector 

By Terry Spencer 

Associated Press 


Trump: Tariffs on 
way for EU goods 


WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 
— A Chinese woman recently 
arrested at President Donald 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago club lied 
repeatedly to Secret Service 
agents while carrying computer 
malware unlike anything a gov¬ 
ernment analyst had ever seen 
and had more than $8,000 in cash 
at her hotel room, along with an 
electronic device that detects hid¬ 
den cameras, federal authorities 
told a judge Monday. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Rolan¬ 
do Garcia told Magistrate Judge 
William Matthewman during a 
bond hearing that “there are a lot 
of questions that remain” about 
Yujing Zhang, 32. He said the 
FBI is still investigating whether 
Zhang is a spy. 

Zhang was arrested March 30 
after Secret Service agents said 
she lied to gain admission to the 
president’s Palm Beach resort 
and was found to be carrying 
two Chinese passports, four cell¬ 
phones, a laptop computer, an 
external hard drive and a thumb 
drive containing the malware. 

Matthewman adjourned the 
hearing until Monday as Zhang’s 
public defender said he’s still gath¬ 
ering evidence that could justify 
her release on bail on charges of 
lying to federal agents and illegal 
entry to a restricted area. Gar¬ 
cia said he expects Zhang will be 
indicted by a federal grand jury 
this week on those charges. 

He said Zhang would be a “se¬ 
rious risk of flight” if she were re¬ 
leased while awaiting trial, as she 
has no ties to the U.S. The State 
Department revoked her visa last 
week, he said, so even if released 
on bond, she would be detained 
by immigration officials. 

She arrived in the U.S. on a 
flight from Shanghai to Newark, 
N.J., two days before her arrest. 

Zhang sat quietly at the defense 
table during the two-hour hear¬ 
ing, scribbling notes in Chinese 
characters as she listened to a 


translator through headphones. 
She wore a blue jail jumpsuit and 
her wrists were shackled. 

“She lies to everyone she en¬ 
counters,” Garcia told the judge. 
He said that not only did Zhang 
falsely tell a Secret Service agent 
at a Mar-a-Lago checkpoint that 
she was a member there to use 
the pool, even though she had 
no swimsuit, she told agents she 
was carrying her computer gear 
because she was afraid the items 
would be stolen if she left them in 
her hotel room. 

When agents searched the 
room, they found $7,620 in U.S. 
currency, another $663 worth of 
Chinese currency, numerous U.S. 
credit and debit cards, the device 
used to find hidden electronics 
and other computer gear, he said. 

Secret Service agent Samuel 
Ivanovich told the judge that when 
an agency analyst uploaded the 
malware found on Zhang’s thumb 
drive, it immediately began in¬ 
stalling on the analyst’s computer 
and corrupting its files. 

“That was something that had 
never happened before,” Ivanov¬ 
ich told the judge. He said the an¬ 
alyst immediately shut down the 
computer to protect it. He said 
the malware’s ultimate purpose 
remains unknown. 

When agents analyze suspi¬ 
cious devices that might contain 
malicious software, it is done in 
a controlled environment and 
not performed on a computer 
connected to any government 
networks, according to Secret 
Service officials. 

While questioning Ivanovich, 
public defender Robert Adler 
presented Zhang as not fluent in 
English and suggested she may 
not have been lying, but misun¬ 
derstanding agents’ questions. 
He pointed out that Zhang made 
no attempt to hide her electronic 
gear while entering Mar-a-Lago 
and agreed to be interviewed for 
almost nine hours. 

Adler asked that the hearing be 
adjourned as he believes he can 


present evidence next week that 
would justify her release on bail 
while assuring she wouldn’t flee. 

Zhang’s arrest has raised ques¬ 
tions about Mar-a-Lago’s secu¬ 
rity during the president’s visits. 
There’s no evidence Zhang ever 
approached the president. It is 
believed he was at his nearby golf 
course when she arrived. 

Agents say she wasn’t on the 
membership list, but a club man¬ 
ager thought Zhang was a mem¬ 
ber’s daughter. Agents say that 
when they asked Zhang if the 
member was her father, she did 
not answer definitively but they 
thought it might be a language 
barrier and admitted her. Zhang 
is a common Chinese name. 

Ivanovich told the judge Zhang 
later told him she was there for 
a Chinese American event that 
didn’t exist, contradicting her 
checkpoint statement. 

After being questioned for about 
90 minutes at a property neigh¬ 
boring Mar-a-Lago, Zhang was 
taken to the local Secret Service 
office for questioning that lasted 
about seven hours. It was not re¬ 
corded. There, Ivanovich said, it 
became clear Zhang speaks and 
reads English well. 

He said Zhang said an acquain¬ 
tance named “Charles” had invit¬ 
ed her to the nonexistent event. 

Adler said wire records show 
Zhang paid $20,000 in February 
to Charles Lee, a Chinese nation¬ 
al, for admission to the event. Lee 
ran the United Nations Chinese 
Friendship Association and was 
photographed at least twice with 
Cindy Yang, a Republican donor 
and former Florida massage par¬ 
lor owner. 

Yang recently made news after 
it was learned she was promising 
Chinese business leaders that her 
consulting firm could get them 
access to Mar-a-Lago and mingle 
with the president. 

Yang previously owned a spa 
where New England Patriots 
owner Robert Kraft was charged 
with soliciting prostitution. 


By Darlene Superville 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Tuesday he’ll 
put tariffs on $11 billion worth 
of European Union cheese, wine 
and other goods to retaliate for 
what Washington says are im¬ 
proper subsidies to Airbus. 

The office of the U.S. trade rep¬ 
resentative late Monday released 
a preliminary list of EU goods 
facing additional duties that in¬ 
cludes everything from aircraft 
and aircraft parts to cheese, wine 
and olives. 

The list is subject to public 
comment in anticipation of an ex¬ 
pected World Trade Organization 
ruling this summer that would be 
favorable to the U.S. in a pending 
arbitration case. 

The U.S. says the WTO repeat¬ 
edly has found that EU subsi¬ 
dies to European aircraft maker 
Airbus have caused “adverse 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Leaders of a 
prominent liberal group are urg¬ 
ing Democratic presidential con¬ 
tenders who are pitching massive 
policy changes to also focus on 
more fundamental “structural re¬ 
forms” to American democracy. 

In a book set for publication this 
fall, Ezra Levin and Leah Green¬ 
berg — who founded the activist 
group Indivisible in 2017 — plan 
to outline a vision for the future 
of liberal organizing that goes 
beyond simply fighting President 
Donald Trump. 

In “We Are Indivisible,” they 
aim to zero in on issues such as the 
overhaul of Senate rules, which 
they see as necessary to achieve 
the big policy shifts Democratic 
presidential candidates are cam¬ 
paigning on. 

The Indivisible duo aims to 
speak to both the dozen-plus 


effects” to the US., chiefly to 
Boeing Co., the American air¬ 
plane manufacturer. 

Trump, a critic of the WTO, 
tweeted Tuesday that he “will 
now put Tariffs on $11 Billion of 
EU products! The EU has taken 
advantage of the U.S. on trade for 
many years. It will soon stop!” 

The long-running dispute pre¬ 
cedes the Trump administration. 
The U.S. had in 2004 complained 
to the WTO, which sets global 
trade rules and settles disputes, 
that the EU was providing unfair 
support to Airbus. 

The WTO ruled last May that 
the EU had in fact provided some 
illegal subsidies to Airbus, hurt¬ 
ing Chicago-based Boeing. 

The EU has argued the Boeing 
has benefited from similar gov¬ 
ernment support. 

The U.S. expects the WTO will 
say this summer that it can take 
countermeasures to offset the EU 
subsidies. 


Democratic candidates vying to 
take on Trump next year and the 
tens of millions of voters who will 
choose the party’s nominee. 

As Democratic White House 
hopefuls line up behind ambi¬ 
tious policy ideas. Levin and 
Greenberg want to prod the can¬ 
didates to explain how they would 
steer their ideas through a Con¬ 
gress often crippled by partisan 
stalemates. 

“I don’t think we can hear from 
somebody about their plan for cli¬ 
mate change or gun violence until 
we can hear about their plan for 
making that happen,” Greenberg, 
32, told The Associated Press in a 
joint interview with Levin, 33. 

Levin and Greenberg are a 
married couple who have used 
their experience as Democratic 
congressional aides to borrow 
some tactics from the tea party 
conservatives who battled former 
President Barack Obama. 



AP 

A container ship is loaded at the harbor in Hamburg, Germany, in 
October. President Donald Trump says he will put tariffs on $11 
billion in European Union goods. 


Liberal activists urge Dems 
to go beyond fighting Trump 
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Actress, dozen others to plead guilty in scam 


By Alanna Durkin Richer 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — “Desperate 
Housewives” star Felicity Huff¬ 
man and a dozen other prominent 
parents have 
agreed to 
plead guilty 
in the col¬ 
lege admis¬ 
sions bribery 
scam that 
ensnared 
wealthy fam¬ 
ilies and ath¬ 
letic coaches 
at some of 
the nation’s 
most selec¬ 
tive universities, federal authori¬ 
ties said Monday. 

The actress and the other par¬ 
ents were charged last month in 
the scheme, which authorities say 
involved rigging standardized 
test scores and bribing coaches at 
such prestigious schools as Yale 


and Georgetown. 

Huffman, 56, was accused 
of paying a consultant $15,000 
disguised as a charitable dona¬ 
tion to boost her daughter’s SAT 
score. Authorities say the actress 
also dis¬ 
cussed going 
through with 
the same 

plan for her 
younger 
daughter but 
ultimately 
decided not 
to. 

She will 
plead guilty 
Singer to a single 

charge of 
conspiracy and fraud, accord¬ 
ing to court documents. Those 
charges are punishable by up to 
20 years in prison, but the plea 
agreement indicates prosecutors 
will seek a sentence of four to 10 
months. 

Experts have said they expect 


some parents will avoid pris¬ 
on time if they quickly accept 
responsibility. 

Other parents charged in the 
scheme include prominent fig¬ 
ures in law, finance, fashion, the 
food and beverage industry and 
other fields. 

It’s the biggest college admis¬ 
sions case ever prosecuted by the 
Justice Department. The scan¬ 
dal embroiled elite universities 
across the country and laid bare 
the lengths to which status-seek¬ 
ing parents will go to secure their 
children a coveted spot. 

The consultant, Rick Singer, 
met with Huffman and her hus¬ 
band, actor William H. Macy, 69, 
at their Los Angeles home and 
explained to them that he “con¬ 
trolled” a testing center and could 
have somebody secretly change 
their daughter’s answers, authori¬ 
ties said. Singer told investigators 
Huffman and her husband agreed 
to the plan. 

Macy was not charged. Author¬ 


ities have not said why. 

In a statement offering her first 
public comments since her ar¬ 
rest, Huffman apologized, took 
responsibility for her actions 
and said she would accept the 
consequences. 

“My daughter knew absolutely 
nothing about my actions, and in 
my misguided and profoundly 
wrong way, I have betrayed her,” 
she said. “This transgression 
toward her and the public I will 
carry for the rest of my life. My 
desire to help my daughter is no 
excuse to break the law or engage 
in dishonesty.” 

The streaming service Netflix 
said Monday that the April 26 re¬ 
lease date of a film starring Huff¬ 
man, called “Otherhood,” will be 
moved with a new release date to 
be determined. 

Michael Center, the former 
men’s tennis coach at the Uni¬ 
versity of Texas at Austin, has 
also agreed to plead guilty, pros¬ 
ecutors said Monday. Center 


was accused of accepting nearly 
$100,000 to help a non-tennis¬ 
playing applicant get admitted as 
a recruit. 

California real estate developer 
Bruce Isackson and his wife, Da- 
vina Isackson, who are pleading 
guilty to participating in both the 
athletic recruitment and exam 
rigging schemes, are cooperating 
with prosecutors for a chance at a 
lighter sentence. 

Actress Lori Loughlin, who 
played Aunt Becky on the sitcom 
“Full House,” and her fashion 
designer husband, Mossimo Gi- 
annulli, are charged with paying 
$500,000 in bribes to get their 
two daughters admitted to the 
University of Southern California 
as rowing recruits, even though 
neither participated in the sport. 
They were not among those who 
agreed to plead guilty, and they 
have not publicly addressed the 
allegations. 



Huffman 



Trump urges Uganda to 
find tourist’s kidnappers 


A sign warning 
of possible 
floodwaters at 
the entrance 
to Alton Baker 
Park in Eugene, 
Ore., proves 
to be an 
understatement 
Monday as 
water from 
the nearby 
Willamette 
River spills out 
into the park. 
Various parts 
of the U.S. are 
seeing extreme 
weather 
conditions. 

Chris Pietsch, The 
(Eugene, Ore.) 
Register-Guard/AP 


Another ‘bomb cyclone’ forecast to hit 
inland US amid flooding and snowfall 

Associated Press 



Associated Press 

President Donald Trump on 
Monday urged Uganda to find the 
kidnappers of an American tour¬ 
ist who has been freed amid con¬ 
flicting reports over whether a 
ransom was paid for her release. 

Kim Endicott, of Costa Mesa, 
Calif, was released by her abduc¬ 
tors over the weekend and was to 
be turned over to the U.S. ambas¬ 
sador Monday, Ugandan police 
said. 

Endicott and her Ugandan driv¬ 
er were both safe after the five- 
day ordeal. They were taken from 
Queen Elizabeth National Park 
across the border to Congo, ac¬ 
cording to Ugandan authorities. 

Trump pressed Uganda’s gov¬ 
ernment to capture the culprits 
Monday. 

“Uganda must find the kidnap¬ 
pers of the American Tourist and 
guide before people will feel safe 
in going there. Bring them to 
justice openly and quickly!” he 


tweeted. 

Over the weekend. Trump 
tweeted that he was pleased 
the tourist and guide had been 
released. 

Ugandan police spokesman 
Fred Enanga said he did not be¬ 
lieve a ransom had been paid. 

“I have indicated to you that we 
don’t do ransom,” he said Monday 
at a news conference in the Ugan¬ 
dan capital of Kampala. 

A Uganda-based tour official 
said, however, that a ransom was 
paid to secure Endicott’s free¬ 
dom. The tourist was released, 
“not rescued,” after money was 
paid; “otherwise she wouldn’t be 
back,” said the tourism profes¬ 
sional with knowledge of Endi¬ 
cott’s trip. He spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

Many officials, including from 
the US. Embassy, were involved 
in efforts to secure the release of 
the kidnapping victims, he said. 
He couldn’t say how much was 
paid or who paid. 


HELENA, Mont. — Flood, 
snow, avalanche and fire alerts 
popped up Monday from Idaho 
to Colorado, as parts of the U.S. 
interior that were paralyzed by 
blizzards and floods last month 
braced for round two of an un¬ 
usual weather phenomenon. 

Welcome to springtime in the 
Rockies and parts of the Great 
Plains. 

It’s not unusual for floods, snow 
and fire to co-exist in the Rockies 
thanks to powerful storms blow¬ 
ing through the mountains, melt¬ 
ing snow swelling waterways and 
high winds sweeping across dry 
grasslands and trees that haven’t 
seen their first green shoots and 
leaves. 

“This is the time of year when 
we get a roller coaster of weath¬ 
er,” Colorado state climatologist 
Russ Schumacher said Monday. 
“Going from 80-degree temper¬ 


atures one day to a snowstorm 
the next is not that out of the or¬ 
dinary, especially in March and 
April, around here.” 

But what is unusual is what’s 
coming next. A storm system 
that is moving in from the Pacific 
Ocean is forecast to intensify and 
form into a new inland “bomb 
cyclone.” 

A bomb cyclone is a rapid drop 
in air pressure — at least 24 mil¬ 
libars in 24 hours — and often is 
over or near oceans or seas be¬ 
cause it requires warm moist air 
smacking into cold dry air, along 
with volatile weather from the jet 
stream. 

The central and mountain 
part of the country may get one 
of these every few winters, said 
Greg Carbin, forecast branch 
chief for the National Weather 
Service’s Weather Prediction 
Center in Maryland. 

But this would be the second 
such storm in less than a month. 


The March 13 storm caused mas¬ 
sive flooding in the Midwest, a 
blizzard in Colorado and Wyo¬ 
ming, and produced winds of be¬ 
tween 96 and 110 mph. 

This week’s bomb cyclone is 
expected to be similar in inten¬ 
sity and in snowfall, from the Ne¬ 
braska panhandle through south 
central and southeastern South 
Dakota into western Minnesota, 
meteorologists said. 

But first, the storm is expected 
to bring flooding in Idaho and 
western Montana, and dump up 
to 2 feet of snow in the mountains 
of Montana and Wyoming as it 
moves in from the Pacific Ocean. 

Parts of Colorado that were 
under a fire warning Monday are 
expected to see snow and tem¬ 
peratures drops of more than 40 
degrees by Wednesday. 

The storm dumped rain on 
parts of Oregon on Sunday and 
Monday as it moved inland. 



Wild Frontiers/AP 


American tourist Kim Endicott, right, and field guide Jean-Paul 
Mirenge are seen together the day after they were released by 
kidnappers in Uganda. 
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US: Man inspired 
by ISIS planned 
attack near DC 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Zack Shelton, center, of Swish Analytics, explains how to place a bet last month at the Skyloft Predictive 
Gaming Lounge in the Golden 1 Center in Sacramento, Calif, which doesn’t permit sports betting. As 
other states consider legalizing the practice. Native American tribes have become active in the debate. 

Casino-operating tribes playing 
key role in sports betting debate 


By Steve Karnowski 
AND Geoff Mulvihill 

Associated Press 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Native 
American tribes have emerged as 
key players in the legislative de¬ 
bates over whether states should 
legalize sports betting, with some 
opposing the idea because it could 
threaten their casinos and others 
supporting legalization but only if 
they retain a monopoly. 

In many states, tribes are fight¬ 
ing sports betting or taking a 
go-slow approach because they 
worry it might force them to re¬ 
open decades-old agreements 
that give them exclusive rights to 
operate casinos and offer certain 
forms of gambling. 

“The tribes have a m^or 
league seat at the table,” said Bill 
Pascrell III, a lobbyist for gam¬ 
bling interests that are seeking 
legalized sports betting across 
the country. 

Six states have joined Nevada 
in allowing sports gambling since 
a US. Supreme Court ruling last 
year opened the door to its expan¬ 
sion. Legalization is being consid¬ 


ered in more than 20 others. 

In Minnesota, a bill seeking to 
legalize sports betting cleared 
its first hurdle earlier this year, 
passing a committee in the state 
Senate. But that’s likely to be as 
far as it goes, in large part be¬ 
cause the state’s politically potent 
tribes oppose it. 

Gambling “is the only success¬ 
ful economic development tool 
the tribes have ever had,” John 
McCarthy, executive director of 
the Minnesota Indian Gaming 
Association, told the committee. 

The tribes, which operate 21 
casinos and have given millions 
in campaign donations, are espe¬ 
cially concerned about allowing 
sports betting on mobile devices, 
which they fear could invite wider 
internet gambling that could 
threaten their casinos. 

In Texas, the only sports bet¬ 
ting bill is almost certain to die. 
It was introduced by a Demo¬ 
crat, the minority party, in a 
state where casino operators 
from neighboring Oklahoma 
and Louisiana have donated mil¬ 
lions to keep gambling out. Two 
Oklahoma tribes, the Chickasaw 


and Choctaw nations, have given 
more than $5 million to Texas of¬ 
ficeholders and candidates since 
2006. 

Sports betting measures intro¬ 
duced in Arizona and Washington 
state are also considered long- 
shots, mostly because of tribal 
ambivalence or opposition. 

In some states where tribal 
gambling is prevalent, sports 
betting bills have not been intro¬ 
duced at all. That’s the case in 
Oklahoma, as well as California 
and Florida, which are home to 
politically influential tribes that 
have been cool to the idea. 

Elsewhere, casino-operating 
tribes are the ones leading the le¬ 
galization efforts. 

The Mohegan and Mashan- 
tucket Pequot tribes have exclu¬ 
sive rights to casino gambling 
in Connecticut and are working 
with the governor’s office to add 
sportsbooks. 

Two tribal casinos in New Mex¬ 
ico began running sportsbooks 
after the Supreme Court decision, 
even though the tribes never re¬ 
ceived explicit permission from 
the state. 


By Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A Maryland 
man inspired by Islamic State 
plotted to ram a stolen U-Haul 
truck into as many pedestrians as 
possible at a popular convention 
and tourist destination just out¬ 
side the nation’s capital, federal 
prosecutors said Monday. 

The allegation was made in 
a court filing as prosecutors in 
Maryland urged a judge to keep 
the defendant, Rondell Henry, 28, 
detained on a charge of driving a 
stolen vehicle across state lines. 

Police arrested him on March 
28 after officers who discovered 
the stolen truck saw him leap 
over a security fence. 

Henry then made incriminat¬ 
ing statements that show steps he 
took to maximize damage, pros¬ 
ecutors say. 

“I was just going to keep driv¬ 
ing and driving and driving. I 
wasn’t going to stop,” the docu¬ 
ment quotes Henry as telling 
law enforcement authorities who 
questioned him. 

He said he wanted to create 
“panic and chaos” similar to a 
deadly truck attack that killed 
scores of people in Nice, France, 
in 2016, prosecutors say. 

After his arrest by local law en¬ 
forcement, Henry was taken for 
a psychiatric evaluation and was 
then taken into FBI custody once 
that was done, said a law enforce¬ 
ment official who was not autho¬ 
rized to discuss the investigation 
by name and spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

A detention hearing was sched¬ 
uled for Tuesday in Greenbelt, 
Md. It was not clear if prosecutors 
would file additional charges ac¬ 
cusing him of planning an attack. 

The charge of interstate trans¬ 
portation of a stolen vehicle, which 
carries up to 10 years in prison, is 


likely a placeholder count, with 
prosecutors expected to present 
evidence before a grand jury and 
secure an indictment that could 
have new charges. 

A defense lawyer for Henry de¬ 
clined to comment. 

The government’s six-page de¬ 
tention motion describes Henry 
as harboring hatred for “disbe¬ 
lievers” and looking to emulate 
ISIS militants he saw on behead¬ 
ing videos and fighting overseas. 
On his phone, which prosecutors 
say he discarded on a highway in 
an apparent attempt to conceal 
evidence, authorities found im¬ 
ages of the ISIS flag, armed ISIS 
fighters and the man who carried 
out the massacre in an Orlando, 
Fla., nightclub three years ago. 

The document alleges that 
Henry, a computer engineer, 
walked off his job in the middle 
of the day on March 26 and stole 
a U-Haul van from the park¬ 
ing garage of a mall in Virginia 
after determining that his sedan 
“would not cause the catastrophic 
damage that he desired.” 

He first considered an attack at 
Dulles International Airport, try¬ 
ing unsuccessfully for more than 
two hours to breach the security 
perimeter by slipping in through 
a checkpoint or accessing a re¬ 
stricted area, prosecutors said. 

From there, he headed to Na¬ 
tional Harbor — a waterfront 
complex of restaurants, retail and 
hotels in Maryland. 

“But so early in the morning on 
a weekday, the defendant did not 
find the sizable crowd upon which 
he desired to inflict his radical 
conduct,” prosecutors wrote. 

Henry broke into a boat, hiding 
there overnight, and was arrested 
on the morning of March 28 when 
he leaped over the security fence 
from the boat deck, according to 
the detention motion. 


‘Smallville’ actress Mack pleads guilty in sex-trafficking case 


By Tom Hays 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — TV actress Allison Mack 
pleaded guilty Monday to charges she was 
involved in a scheme to turn women into 
sex slaves for the spiritual leader of a cult¬ 
like upstate New York group, a development 
that came on the same day jury selection 
began for a federal trial in the case. 

Mack, 36, wept as she admitted her 
crimes and apologized to the women who 
prosecutors say were exploited by Keith 
Raniere and the purported self-help group 
called NXIVM. 

“I believed Keith Raniere’s intentions 
were to help people, and I was wrong,” 
Mack told a Brooklyn judge. 


Mack — best known 
for her role as a young 
Superman’s close 
friend on the series 
“Smallville” — said 
that after months of 
reflection since her 
arrest, “I know I can 
and will be a better 
person.” 

The actress is to 
be sentenced Sept. 11 
on two racketeering 
counts that each carry maximum terms of 
20 years in prison. However, it’s likely she 
would face far less time under sentencing 
guidelines. 

The plea means Mack will avoid going 


to trial with Raniere, wealthy heiress 
Clare Bronfman and another member of 
Raniere’s inner circle, Kathy Russell. All 
have pleaded not guilty and denied any 
wrongdoing. 

About two hours after Mack’s guilty 
plea, potential jurors got their first glimpse 
of the jailed Raniere at a proceeding where 
they were instructed on questionnaires to 
be filled out as a first step in the selection 
process. Opening statements are sched¬ 
uled for April 29 for a trial that is expected 
to last up to six weeks. 

The question of who would be seated at 
the defense table that day had remained 
unanswered in the wake of new allegations 
that Raniere exploited a teenage girl. The 
accusations gave his co-defendants even 


further incentive to seek separate trials 
and engage in plea negotiations. 

Court papers allege NXIVM formed a 
secret society of women who were branded 
with Raniere’s initials and forced to have 
sex with him. Defense attorneys have in¬ 
sisted any relationship between Raniere 
and the alleged victims, including an un¬ 
identified actress and other women ex¬ 
pected to testify against him at trial, was 
consensual. 

On Monday, Mack said that at Raniere’s 
direction, she obtained compromising in¬ 
formation and images of two unidentified 
women — called “collateral” within the 
group — that she threatened to make pub¬ 
lic if they didn’t perform “so-called acts of 
love.” 
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Study links telemedicine 
visits to more antibiotics 



AP 


A new study says that doctors who see patients via telemedicine 
visits are prescribing more antiobiotics, like the doxycycline hyclate 
shown here, than those who see patients in person. 


By Mike Stobbe 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Sniffling, sore- 
throated kids seen via telemedi¬ 
cine visits were far more likely 
to be prescribed antibiotics than 
those who went to a doctor’s of¬ 
fice or clinic, according to a new 
study. 

Many of those prescriptions 
disregarded medical guidelines, 
raising the risk they could cause 
side effects or contribute to the 
rise of antibiotic-resistant germs. 

“I understand the desire for 
care that’s more convenient and 
timely,” said the study’s lead au¬ 
thor, Dr. Kristin Ray, of the Uni¬ 
versity of Pittsburgh. “But we 
want to make sure that we don’t 
sacrifice quality or safety or ef¬ 
fectiveness in the process.” 


The study was published Mon¬ 
day in the journal Pediatrics. 

Ray and her colleagues looked 
at more than 340,000 insured 
children who had acute respira¬ 
tory illness medical visits in 2015 
and 2016. 

Children received prescrip¬ 
tions for antibiotics more than 
half the time during telemedicine 
visits, compared with 42% at ur¬ 
gent care clinics and 31% at doc¬ 
tors’ offices. 

While overprescribing can help 
germs build resistance to antibi¬ 
otics and mutate into untreatable 
superbugs, they also can add a 
needless cost to medical bills and 
even cause serious side effects, 
said Tim Landers, an Ohio State 
University expert on antibiotic- 
resistant infections. 

“These are not harmless 


drugs,” Landers said, who was 
not involved in the study. 

The researchers also found 
that in looking at telemedicine 
doctors’ decisions about whether 
to prescribe or not prescribe an¬ 
tibiotics, 4 out of 10 failed to meet 
medical guidelines on match¬ 
ing treatment to diagnosis. That 
mainly had to do with doctors 
prescribing bacteria-fighting 
drugs to treat viral illnesses, such 
as colds and flus, that are unaf¬ 
fected by antibiotics. 

In comparison, 3 out of 10 ur¬ 
gent care clinic decisions were 
inappropriate, and about 2 out of 
10 doctors’ office decisions were. 

The researchers also found tele¬ 
medicine physicians appeared to 
be ignoring other guidelines. For 
example, doctors are supposed 
to take a throat swab and run a 


lab test before diagnosing strep 
throat. But that rarely happened 
in telemedicine visits, Ray said. 

A large recent study on anti¬ 
biotic prescribing patterns for 
adults found little difference be¬ 
tween telemedicine and office 
visits. But there has been little 
study of the issue in children. 

During telemedicine visits, pa¬ 
tients interact with doctors and 
nurses through video or audio 


calls. They can be less expensive 
and easier than trying to get in at 
a pediatrician’s office or hauling 
kids to an urgent care center. 

Some doctors and hospital sys¬ 
tems use the technology for con¬ 
sultations, but the study focused 
on direct-to-consumer telemedi¬ 
cine programs that someone can 
call up without talking to their 
regular doctor. 


Those in 
US illegally 
seek right 
to drive 

By Claudia Torrens 
AND Michael Hill 

Associated Press 

ALBION, N.Y. — Dairy farm 
worker Luis Jimenez gambles 
every time he drives without a li¬ 
cense. Even a minor traffic stop 
could alert immigration agents 
that he is in the country illegally 



Heather Ainsworth/AP 


Ismael Castellanos poses in Geneseo, N.Y, last month, where he 
and other members of the immigrant community advocated for 
immigrants legally obtaining driver’s licenses. 


Toys R Us loss still 
haunting toymakers 


and lead to deportation. 

But in the wide open spaces of 
upstate New York’s farm coun¬ 
try, supermarkets and job sites 
are often too far away for walk¬ 
ing, there’s not always somebody 
around to give you a ride, and 
catching a city bus or subway just 
isn’t an option. 

“Necessity forces us to take 
a risk,” Jimenez said in Spanish 
as he drove home recently. “We 
have to work, we have to buy food. 
Sometimes we get sick, and work¬ 
ers like me can’t drive to a hospi¬ 
tal, can’t buy medicine. 

“But I feel I need to take the 
risk so that my kids and my fam¬ 
ily can have a better life.” 

In New York and elsewhere, the 
idea of extending new privileges 
to those without legal immigra¬ 
tion status has been resisted. But 
a renewed push across the coun¬ 
try to allow them to get driver’s li¬ 
censes resonates strongly among 
those who make their living in the 
rural crop fields, dairy farms and 
fruit orchards where the need for 
everyday transportation can be 
the greatest. 

Apple orchard worker Eladio 
Beltran, who is facing deportation 
after a traffic stop, said licenses 
also could alleviate the constant 
fear workers like him live under. 


“We don’t feel safe,” Beltran 
said. “If you are in a vehicle and 
you see a cop, you know any time 
he can turn his lights on. And you 
end up arrested; you end up in 
Mexico.” 

Immigrants and their advo¬ 
cates have already gotten ac¬ 
cess to such licenses in a dozen 
states including California, Colo¬ 
rado and Illinois, some of them 
accepting state tax returns as 
identification. 

They are now targeting rough¬ 
ly a half-dozen states where they 
see a friendlier political land¬ 
scape this year. They include 
Wisconsin and New Jersey, where 
Democratic governors succeeded 
Republicans, and New York, 
where Democrats now are in total 
control of the Legislature. 

“Now there’s a new urgency 
to really try to get this done, and 
there is new political opportunity,” 
said Christine Neumann-Ortiz, 
executive director of Voces de la 
Frontera, an immigrant advocacy 
group based in Milwaukee. 

The laws could give state-level 
protection to immigrants who fear 
more aggressive enforcement by 


federal immigration agents under 
the Trump administration. 

Advocates say police would 
still be able to view drivers’ past 
infractions, but they say immi¬ 
grants producing a valid license 
will be less likely to face further 
questions and contact with fed¬ 
eral agents. 

In New York, farmworkers 
make up only about 10,000 of the 
estimated 265,000 immigrants 
without legal documents expected 
to get driver’s licenses, according 
to the Fiscal Policy Institute. But 
they might get the most use out of 
licenses. 

Ismael Castellanos is driven 
a mile daily from the home he 
shares with four other immigrant 
workers to the dairy farm where 
he cares for calves. 

Trips for a carton of milk or 
a dozen eggs can be more prob¬ 
lematic, and pricey. The nearest 
grocery store is 8 miles away, and 
he pays people with cars between 
$30 and $40 per trip. “You have to 
call the person and ask which af¬ 
ternoon he has off so he can drive 
you, so you do grocery shopping 
that day,” he said. 


By Anne D’Innocenzio 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Kids looking 
for classic ant farms used to have 
dozens of choices. Now there are 
only three. 

That’s not going to leave those 
kids with any deep-seated feel¬ 
ings of loss, but it’s a different 
story for Basic Fun, the company 
that used to make Uncle Milton’s 
glow-in-the-dark ant farm, or the 
gel and ant village versions. 

A year after Toys R Us implod¬ 
ed, toymakers are still readjust¬ 
ing to the big loss of shelf space. 
That means slashing the number 
of styles they carry, reevaluating 
how they sell large toys like play¬ 
houses and cars, and changing 
their packaging to squeeze into 
smaller retail spaces. 

It’s a jolt for toy companies. 
They had already been trying 
to reinvent themselves amid an 
onslaught of changes, including 
kids’ evolving tastes toward gad¬ 
gets, as well as the rise of Ama¬ 
zon and online shopping. They 
never expected the iconic chain 
to liquidate its 800 US. stores six 
months after it filed for Chapter 
11 reorganization in 2017. 

Some companies depended on 
the chain for as much as 40 per¬ 
cent of overall sales. 

Retailers like Walmart, Tar¬ 
get and Party City rushed to ex¬ 
pand their toy aisles to capitalize 
on Toys R Us’s demise, but toy 
companies say they aren’t able to 
fill the void. The stores devoted 
big sections to toys year-round 
and served as incubators of new 
trends. They also say that Toys 
R Us’ massive orders of tens of 
thousands of units offset the cost 
of production. 

All that has led to fewer options 
for kids. 


“Maybe the world only needs 
one kind of ant farm, but in the 
day, you had a choice,” said Jay 
Foreman, president and CEO of 
Basic Fun, a Boca Raton, Fla.- 
based company that purchased 
the assets of Uncle Milton, K’Nex 
and Playhut over the past year. He 
is evaluating his overall lineup. 

With K’Nex construction sets, 
shoppers will see only 20 playsets 
instead of the 60 it had last year. 
Foreman said. 

Many parents have taken note. 

Stephen Desch, of Keyport, 
N.J., said that when his now 3- 
year-old daughter wanted a crab¬ 
shaped sandbox, he found it at 
Toys R Us. But he can’t find cer¬ 
tain items now, like a plush toy in¬ 
spired by the Jay character from 
the Netflix show “Beat Bugs.” 

“It’s definitely annoying,” 
Desch said. 

Vanessa Myers, of Bristol, Va., 
cites too many choices in some 
categories, like light-up toys for 
the tub. But she does worry about 
the dwindling selection of dolls 
and bikes. “I really want dolls 
that are diverse,” in hair color 
and ethnicity, she added. 

Nearly $3 billion in 2018 was 
left on the table by Toys R Us, or 
12% of the US. toy market, ac¬ 
cording to market research group 
NPD Group Inc. Jim Silver, edi¬ 
tor-in-chief of TTPM, an online 
toy review site, estimates that 
40% of Toys R Us business wasn’t 
scooped up. 

Even as the former investors 
of Toys R Us try to resurrect the 
business in the US. in time for 
the holidays, many expect it to be 
a shell of what it was. 

The effort follows a 2% drop to 
$21.6 billion in toy sales for last 
year. 
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US-funded housing for poor deteriorating 



Johnson’s son, Hayden Howard, 2, steps on roaches in the apartment. 


By Jeff Donn 
AND Holbrook Mohr 

Associated Press 

NATCHEZ, Miss. — In this city known 
for pre-Civil War mansions, a young moth¬ 
er shared a government-funded apartment 
with her three small children and a legion 
of cockroaches. 

They lurked in the medicine cabinet, 
under the refrigerator, behind a picture on 
the wall. The mother nudged a bedroom 
dresser, and more roaches skittered away 
as her 2-year-old son stomped on them. 

It was home, sweet home for Destiny 
Johnson and her kids — until she got fed 
up and moved out last month. 

Inspectors had given the apartment com¬ 
plex failing health and safety scores for the 
past three years. Yet the federal govern¬ 
ment continued to pay Johnson’s rent at the 
property, where a three-bedroom unit like 
hers can run $900 a month. 

“I’m not asking for the best,” she told a 
reporter weeks before leaving, “but some¬ 
thing better than this, especially for these 
kids.” 

Health and safety inspection scores at 
taxpayer-funded apartments assigned to 
low-income tenants have been declining 
for years, typically with no serious conse¬ 
quences for landlords, an Associated Press 
analysis of federal housing data shows. 

Johnson’s former apartment is one of 
nearly 160,000 at private properties with 
federal subsidy contracts that have failed 
at least one inspection since 1999. 

Federal data shows that the vast m^ori- 
ty of failing inspections in the private units 
involved urgent safety or health violations. 
In such apartments, tenants curse heaters 
that don’t heat, emergency exits that don’t 


open, windows that don’t close. They live 
with rats, rust, holes and mold. 

In 2015 alone, families living in subsi¬ 
dized housing reported at least 155,000 
more cases of childhood asthma than ex¬ 
pected if the rate were the same as renters 
in other households, according to the AP’s 
analysis of the American Housing Survey. 
Medical studies tie asthma to mold. 

The U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development subsidizes rents for 
2.1 million low-income households as¬ 


signed both to public housing and privately 
owned apartments such as Cedarhurst 
Homes in Natchez, where Johnson lived. 

Federal authorities acknowledge the long 
slide in inspection scores, which started a 
decade ago in the private housing. They say 
they have been trying to protect tenants by 
reinspecting sites with surprisingly high 
scores and closely monitoring repairs. 

“These older properties, the private 
owners may not have the means to do 
needed repairs,” Department of Housing 


and Urban Development spokesman Brian 
Sullivan said. 

Another Cedarhurst Homes tenant, 
Whitley Williams, wanted to show a re¬ 
porter and photographer her leaking water 
heater. The door to its closet was damp and 
swollen. She tried to heave it open, but the 
bottom scraped the floor and broke apart. 

Federal records list the site owner as 
The Columbia Property Group. Company 
President Melanie Moe referred questions 
to Bryan King, an officer at Mississippi- 
based Triangle Development LLC. In an 
emailed statement, he said his company 
was acquiring Cedarhurst Homes and 
planned to pursue federal tax credits for a 
“large renovation.” 

Federally subsidized private apartments 
fare worst in Louisiana, where 12% of in¬ 
spections gave failing grades, the AP’s 
analysis shows. Mississippi was second, at 
10%. 

Nationally, inspection scores at privately 
owned units reached a peak of 90 out of 
a possible 100 in 2007 during the George 
W. Bush administration. Scores averaged 
86 during President Barack Obama’s two 
terms, and 81 under President Donald 
Trump as of June. 

HUD also subsidizes rents in public 
housing complexes, typically larger build¬ 
ings run by state or local officials. 

Largely due to blighted complexes in 
Baltimore, the country’s highest inspec¬ 
tion failure rate for public housing since 
2013 was at 32%. The District of Columbia 
was second, at 29%. 

“Steadily declining federal investment 
in public housing for more than a decade 
has taken a tremendous toll,” the Hous¬ 
ing Authority of Baltimore City said in a 
statement. 


^I’m not asking for the best, but something better than 
this, especiaiiy for these kids, f 

Destiny Johnson 

former resident of Cedarhurst Homes in Natchez, Miss. 
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May pleads case for 
new Brexit deadline 



Michael Sohn/AP 


German Chancellor Angela Merkel, right, and British Prime Minister Theresa May 
leave after their meeting at the chancellery in Berlin on Tuesday. May is seeking a 
further delay to Britain’s departure from the European Union. 


By Geir Moulson 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — Prime Minister Theresa 
May brought her case for a further delay 
to Britain’s departure from the European 
Union to Berlin on Tuesday, while Ger¬ 
man and French officials insisted that 
any extension to the deadline must come 
with strings attached and assurances from 
London. 

May and German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel met for about an hour and a half, 
shaking hands for photographers but mak¬ 
ing no remarks to reporters. The German 
government had no comment on the out¬ 
come of the talks. 

May was headed to Paris later to meet 
French President Emmanuel Macron, who 
has appeared to take a harder line on cut¬ 
ting Britain more slack. 

Britain’s partners in the 28-nation Eu¬ 
ropean Union say they want clarity from 
May about what she will do to break the 
Brexit logjam if another delay is granted. 
Officials are signaling that they’re not 
keen to give Britain a blank check, though 
they also want to avoid a chaotic Brexit 
later this week. 

Michael Roth, Germany’s deputy for¬ 


eign minister, said as he arrived at an EU 
meeting in Luxembourg that “we are in a 
very, very frustrating situation here.” But 
he also said that a disorderly Brexit would 
be “the worst of all options on the table.” 

May’s Conservative government and 
the main opposition Labour Party have 
been trying to find a compromise Brexit 
deal before EU leaders decide Wednesday 
whether to grant a second extension to the 
U.K.’s departure. If they refuse, Britain 
faces a sudden departure on Friday, the 
deadline set a few weeks ago by the EU. 
The country was originally supposed to 
leave on March 29. 

May has asked for a new delay until June 
30. 

“We expect finally to have substantial 
steps in the right direction — so far ab¬ 
solutely nothing has changed,” Roth said. 
“We are of course considering an exten¬ 
sion, also a longer extension, but it must 
be linked to very strict criteria,” he added, 
insisting that Britain can’t speculate about 
not participating in the May 23-26 elec¬ 
tions for the European Parliament. 

Roth said that “within the European 
Union, there isn’t an endless readiness to 
keep talking about delays so long as there 


is no substantial progress on the British 
side.” 

European Council President Donald 
Tusk has urged the 27 remaining EU na¬ 
tions to offer the UK. a flexible extension 
of up to a year to make sure the nation 
doesn’t leave the bloc in a chaotic way that 
could undermine trade and hurt many EU 
nations. 

France’s European affairs minister, 
Amelie de Montchalin, said the 27 will 
need commitments from May that the 
British government will continue to play a 
constructive role in EU decision-making if 


a long extension is to be granted. 

“We have to question what role Brit¬ 
ain wants to play” if such an extension is 
granted, she said. 

Half a dozen countries planned to coor¬ 
dinate their approach ahead of the Brus¬ 
sels summit. An official who asked not to 
be identified because the informal meeting 
was not officially announced said leaders 
of France, the Netherlands, Ireland, Bel¬ 
gium, Sweden and Denmark would discuss 
options hours ahead of Wednesday’s din¬ 
ner summit. 



Anis Belghoul/AP 


Students demonstrate in Algiers on Tuesday. Police fired tear gas 
and water cannons to break up the protest, less than an hour after 
the country’s parliament chose an interim leader. 


Iranian lawmakers 
convene with chants 
of ‘Death to America’ 


Algeria 

names 

interim 

president 

Associated Press 

ALGIERS, Algeria — Algeria’s 
parliament named an interim 
leader Tuesday to replace former 
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, 
who resigned last week under 
pressure from pro-democracy 
protesters. Police fired tear gas 
and water cannons at student 
demonstrators gathered in the 
capital for a seventh week. 

The protest movement that 
drove the leader out after two 
decades in power had demanded 
the ouster of the country’s entire 
political hierarchy, including the 
newly named interim president, 
Abdelkader Bensalah, a key ally 
of Bouteflika and the leader of 
parliament’s upper chamber. 

Tuesday’s student protest was 
timed to coincide with the par¬ 
liamentary decision, and police 
moved within an hour of the an¬ 
nouncement, dousing the demon¬ 
strators with tear gas and water 
cannons, and using batons to 
break up the crowd of thousands 
on a central avenue. 

As called for by the Algeri¬ 
an Constitution, Bensalah was 
named as interim leader for a 
maximum of 90 days until a new 
election can be organized. He 
can’t run for the post himself 
Members of the opposition ab¬ 


stained from Tuesday’s vote. 

“I am required by national duty 
to take on this heavy responsibil¬ 
ity of steering a transition that 
will allow the Algerian people to 
exercise its sovereignty,” Ben¬ 
salah said. 

Algeria’s powerful army chief, 
Gen. Ahmed Gaid Salah, was 
due to speak later Tuesday. Gaid 
Salah had pulled his support for 
Bouteflika last week, tipping the 
balance. The military chief of 
staff’s response to Tuesday’s de¬ 
cision was paramount to the fu¬ 
ture of the gas-rich country. 

Bensalah is one of three fig¬ 
ures appointed by Bouteflika to 
key posts that protesters are de¬ 
manding leave, dubbing them 
the “three Bs.” The others are 
Noureddine Bedoui, appointed 
last month as head of government. 


and the head of the Constitutional 
Council, Tayeb Belaiz. 

Bensalah, 77, has cultivated a 
low-key profile despite holding 
numerous positions over the past 
quarter-century. With a career 
as a devoted public servant, he 
has no political weight, and his 
powers as transitional leader are 
reduced. 

Bedoui has a starkly different 
profile. He was among the early 
promoters of a fifth mandate for 
the ailing Bouteflika — the trig¬ 
ger for the crisis. Mohamed Saidj, 
a political science professor, said 
that as interior minister Bedoui 
also was behind forbidding doc¬ 
tors and human rights organiza¬ 
tions from protesting. 

As for Belaiz, “everyone knows 
that he is Bouteflika’s man,” Saidj 
said in a recent interview. 


Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iranian 
lawmakers dressed in paramili¬ 
tary uniforms chanted “Death 
to America” as they convened 
Tuesday for an open session of 
parliament after the White House 
designated Iran’s Revolution¬ 
ary Guard a foreign terrorist 
organization. 

President Hassan Rouhani de¬ 
clared that the force’s popular¬ 
ity would only surge in the wake 
of the designation, saying guard 
members would be dearer “than 
any other time in the hearts of 
Iranian nation.” 

Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei praised the guard 
and said America’s “evil designs 
would not harm” the force. 

The move by Washington on 
Monday was an unprecedented 
declaration against a foreign gov¬ 
ernment entity — one that could 
prompt retaliation and make it 
harder for Americans to work 
with allies in the region who have 
contact with members and affili¬ 
ates of the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps, or IRGC. 

It marks the first time the 
United States has designated an 
entire entity of another govern¬ 
ment as a terrorist organization, 
placing a powerful and expansive 
armed force with vast economic 
resources that answers only to 
Iran’s supreme leader in the same 
category as al-Qaida and Islamic 


State. 

Within hours of the Trump 
administration’s declaration, 
Iran’s Supreme National Security 
Council responded by designat¬ 
ing the US. Central Command, 
also known as CENTCOM, and 
all its forces as terrorist, and la¬ 
beling the US. a “supporter of 
terrorism.” 

In Tehran on Tuesday, many of 
the lawmakers wore the uniform 
of the guard in a show of support 
as they convened for a parliament 
session marking the National 
Day of the Revolutionary Guard, 
which follows the lunar calendar. 
This year it coincides with the 
April 9 holiday known as Nuclear 
Day. 

Parliament Speaker Ali Lari- 
jani denounced the US. decision 
as the “climax of stupidity and 
ignorance.” 

The Supreme National Secu¬ 
rity Council’s spokesman, Kei- 
van Khosravi, said that going 
forward, “any unusual move by 
American forces in the region 
will be perceived as the behavior 
by a terrorist group.” He did not 
elaborate. 

The US., Rouhani said, is the 
“head of global terrorism” and 
Trump’s sanctions have only in¬ 
spired Iran to make more strides 
in new missiles and weapons 
technology. America will not be 
able to “block Iran’s progress,” he 
said. 
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VIETNAM AT 50 


'Then' and 'now' 

Photos of wartime, modern-day Saigon popular with veterans 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

S triking images of modern-day Vietnam are 
jogging the memories of American war vet¬ 
erans who can compare them with historical 
photographs taken in the same locations. 
Paul Blizard, 65, of Louisville, Ky., moved to Viet¬ 
nam with his wife, Pat, in 2012 to help street chil¬ 
dren and unwed mothers. He spends his free time 
cycling around Ho Chi Minh City, formerly known 
as Saigon, searching for spots depicted in wartime 
images. 

Some parts of the city were the backdrop to 
award-winning news photographs, such as the cor¬ 
ner where a Buddhist monk burned himself to death 
in a protest in 1963. Others are places where veter¬ 
ans took their own snapshots during the war. 

Blizard’s “then” and “now” images, which blend 
war-era photographs with pictures of today’s Sai¬ 
gon, have been popping up on veterans’ social media 
feeds over the past year. He’s posted more than 800 
images that have been viewed by thousands of In- 
stagram users and Vietnam War history Facebook 
group members. 

“I have quite a fan base,” he said. “I try to focus 
on dramatic photographs and things that would be 
interesting to guys who were there.” 

Some locations depicted in historical photographs 
have been destroyed. Many are still there, although 
places where U.S. forces were based are being used 
for other things these days, such as museums, Bliz¬ 
ard said. 

The Vietnam War had a profound impact on the 
father of three, who all served in uniform. He wasn’t 
called for the draft, but several of his friends were 
killed in action in the conflict, he said. 

Riding around Saigon, now a vast metropolis of 11 
million people, piqued Blizard’s interest in war his¬ 
tory and inspired him to research old photographs 
and track down their locations, he said. 

Some of his photos show U.S. military equipment 
that’s still in the country, such as an M-113 armored 
personnel carrier, UH-1 Huey helicopters and self- 



Courtesy of Donald Hirst and Paul Blizard 


Top: U.S. troops respond to an attack on Saigon’s 
Cholon district in May 1968. Bottom: The same 
street corner is shown on Feb. 21, 2018. 


propelled howitzers. Others show today’s vibrant 
city life on streets where black-and-white photo¬ 
graphs captured troops engaged in life-or-death 
struggles. 

Blizard travels to former military facilities such 
as the Tan Son Nhat International Airport, once a 
sprawling Air Force base. Often, the places he visits 
have changed drastically since the war. 

When he finds the spot he’s looking for, he takes 
a picture and records its GPS coordinates, which he 
includes, along with historical information, in his 
social media posts. “I’m really intent on trying to 
find the exact location of a photo,” he said. 

Blizard recently discovered the street where Asso¬ 
ciated Press photojournalist Eddie Adams captured 
police Chief Gen. Nguyen Ngoc Loan executing a 
Viet Cong pris¬ 
oner during the 
Tet Offensive on 
Feb. 1,1968. The 
image earned 
Adams a Pulit¬ 
zer Prize the fol¬ 
lowing year. 

“Most of the 
locations where 
famous war pho¬ 
tos were taken 
had been identi¬ 
fied but that one 
hadn’t,” Blizard 
said, noting that he tracked down the street using a 
shop number that appears in the photo. 

He found the place where U. S. Ambassador to Viet¬ 
nam Henry Cabot Lodge and Gen. Maxwell Taylor 
met Gen. Van Minh Duong, Vietnam’s chief of state, 
at Gia Long Palace in May 1964, seven months after 
the overthrow of President Ngo Dinh Diem. 

“All I had was a checkboard floor, but I found ex¬ 
actly where the photo was taken,” Blizard said. 

Many of his images are related to the fall of Sai¬ 
gon in April 1975. 

“Some of the vets aren’t crazy about photographs 
of communists taking over, but I’m just document¬ 
ing the history of the city,” he said. 

He’s had positive reactions from most of the vet¬ 
erans he knows. Some send him old photographs, 
and he goes to the places where they were taken and 
makes personal “then” and “now” images for them. 

Former Army nurse Diane Radlowski, who served 
at the 3rd Field Hospital in Saigon in 1970-71, went 
back to look for her old workplace but couldn’t find 
it until she contacted Blizard last year. 

“I know exactly where it is, so she came to Viet¬ 
nam and I took her there,” he said. “The buildings 
are there; they have just been repurposed. She was 
thrilled to go back.” 

Radlowski had looked for the hospital on previ¬ 
ous visits working with the Development of Vietnam 
Endeavors, or DOVE, fund, which was started by 
Vietnam vets in Toledo, Ohio, 20 years ago to pay for 
projects for the needy, she said. 

When she got in touch with Blizard, he had re¬ 
cently discovered some war-era red crosses painted 
on the hospital walls. 

The building, which houses a number of facilities, 
including a museum, has changed drastically over 
the years, although an outside walkway is recogniz¬ 
able, and barbed wire still hangs from fences near¬ 
by, Radlowski said. 

“It was a very ugly, desolate area during the war, 
and now it’s all built up and green,” she said. 

The visit brought back memories of treating GIs 
with combat wounds and run-of-the mill ailments 
such as appendicitis, skin diseases and drug and al¬ 
cohol problems, she said. 

Radlowski has seen some of Blizard’s photographs 
online and is impressed. “I think it’s amazing,” she 
said. “It’s so interesting that he does this.” 

Blizard said he feels like he’s providing a valuable 
historical service. 

“I’m going to keep doing it,” he said. 

robson.seth(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (aSethRobsonl 




Courtesy of Jim Ascencio and Paul Blizard 


Photographs of the same street show, top from left, Army buddies 
Gus Chaisson, Jim Ascencio and Ron Ware in Saigon in 1964 and, 
bottom, Ascencio on Jan. 3, 2018. 



Courtesy of Donald Hirst and Paul Blizard 


Top: Military police are on alert at the U.S. Embassy in Saigon on 
Jan. 31, 1968, after a Tet Offensive bombing. Bottom: The former 
embassy site is shown on Oct. 30, 2017. 


I have quite a fan base. I try to focus on 
dramatic photographs and things that wouid 
be interesting to guys who were there. ^ 

Paul Blizard 

U.S. photographer living in Vietnam 
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Man accused of driving 
off in empty school bus 

OIC — Police in 

Tulsa arrested a man 
who they said stole an empty 
school bus and took it for a 
joyride. 

Police said the Tulsa Public 
Schools bus was stolen early Mon¬ 
day when the driver went into a 
gas station and left the bus run¬ 
ning. The Tulsa World reported 
a man told officers he decided to 
steal the bus after seeing an anti- 
texting-and-driving sign on the 
bus that said, “drop it and drive.” 

Police said the man told of¬ 
ficers that he “dropped what he 
was doing” and drove off in the 
bus. 

The man later radioed dispatch 
to tell him where he would leave 
the bus. Police arrested him on 
complaints of auto theft and driv¬ 
ing without a license. 

Attempt to dry ballfield 
instead sets it on fire 

RIDGEFIELD — Au- 
I thorities said it could 
cost over $50,000 to repair a 
baseball field in Ridgefield where 
somebody dumped gasoline and 
set it on fire to dry out the infield. 

Police are investigating the 
incident in which 25 gallons of 
gasoline were poured on the field 
Saturday. 

First Selectman Rudy Marconi 
told Hearst Connecticut Media 
that 75 to 100 people watched as 
it happened. 

A state hazardous waste re¬ 
moval crew began digging up the 
contaminated soil Sunday, and 
Marconi said the spill team will 
transport it off site this week. 

No one has been charged. 

Thieves return statue, 
leave flowers and card 

DA WEST CHESTER 
— Two thieves who 
snatched a statue of a lion from 
outside a home in a Philadelphia 
suburb had a change of heart 
after police posted surveillance 
video of the heist. 

The statute was taken from 
the West Chester residence on 
Wednesday. 

By Friday, police posted a video 
of the thieves returning it. They 
also left behind a bouquet of flow¬ 
ers and a card. 

Emergency responders 
rescue boys from mine 

LEAD — Emergency 
responders rescued 
two 12-year-old boys who entered 
a surface mine in western South 
Dakota. 

The Lead Volunteer Fire De¬ 
partment said the boys walked 
into a steep area of the Open Cut 
mine on Saturday night and were 
unable to get out. The Open Cut 
is approximately 1,200 feet deep 
and half a mile wide. It’s sur¬ 
rounded by a tall fence marked 
with “no trespassing” signs. 

More than 50 emergency offi¬ 
cials responded to the scene. Res¬ 
cuers reached the boys about 3:30 
a.m. Sunday and reunited them, 
unharmed, with their parents 
soon after. 


THE CENSUS 

^1^ m The amount of money the Putney Historical Society in Vermont is seeking in its sale 

T M M AK of the Putney General Store. The Brattleboro Reformer reported the sale includes the 

B entire inventory of the store, which is considered to be the oldest continuously operating 

" general store in Vermont. The store opened in 1796 and survived two fires, one in 2008 
and another in 2009. Volunteers Betsy Macisaac, left, and Lyssa Papazian, who have 
been running the store for the past two years, said they are eager to return to their careers, but they don’t plan to abandon 
the store. Macisaac said they want to “preserve the integrity" of the downtown area. 




Michael Caterina, South Bend (Ind.) Tribune/AP 


Head start on test drive 

Ryder Siebert, 3, tries out a John Deere tractor during the Saint Joseph County Ag Days in South Bend, Ind., on Saturday. 


After wreck, ‘a lot of 
well-done corned beef’ 

IWIO eureka — Author- 
lwl\^ ities said a weekend 
wreck on an eastern Missouri 
highway turned into a corned 
beef roast. 

The Eureka Fire Protection 
District says in a Facebook post 
that a rig carrying the meat 
caught fire Saturday on Inter¬ 
state 44. 

Fire spokesman Scott Bar- 
thelmass told KMOX-AM that the 
rig’s brakes ignited first, then the 
whole trailer went up in flames. 
He said no one was hurt, “just a 
lot of well-done corned beef” 

Wild ponies corralled 
due to visitors’ conduct 

WA CHINCOTEAGUE 

— Wild ponies living 
on Virginia’s Eastern Shore have 
been corralled because visitors 
ignored warnings against ap¬ 
proaching the animals. 

The Daily Times of Salisbury, 


Md., reported that the warnings 
were ignored at the Chincoteague 
National Wildlife Refuge. The po¬ 
nies were moved to the south cor¬ 
ral of Assateague Island. 

The Chincoteague Volunteer 
Fire Co. owns and cares for 
the Virginia pony herds on As¬ 
sateague Island. Spokeswoman 
Denise Bowden said they’ve tried 
numerous times to educate the 
public about staying clear of the 
ponies. 

The ponies will be corralled 
until the spring roundup that 
begins Friday. That’s when the 
ponies get a health check and au¬ 
thorities see if any new foals have 
been born. 

Legal foreign resident 
sues over gun laws 

m LIHUE — A foreign citi¬ 
zen living legally in Ha¬ 
waii is suing the state over laws 
preventing him from obtaining 
a gun license, according to court 
documents. 

United Kingdom citizen An¬ 
drew Roberts filed the federal 


civil lawsuit last week in US. Dis¬ 
trict Court in Honolulu, The Gar¬ 
den Island reported Sunday. 

Hawaii statutes restricting gun 
ownership on the basis of citizen¬ 
ship are unconstitutional denials 
of equal protection under the 14th 
Amendment, the lawsuit claims. 

Roberts, a director for the Ha¬ 
waii Firearms Coalition, moved 
there from England 12 years ago 
and established legal residency. 

Man sets world record 
with soap bubbles 

ly ^ HUNTERSVILLE — 
A North Carolina man 
has set a Guinness World Record 
after creating huge soap bubbles 
around 13 people in 30 seconds. 

The Raleigh News & Observer 
reported that Steven Langley 
was officially designated the 
record holder on Saturday. He 
achieved the feat in November in 
Huntersville. 

Langley used a ring that’s 
three feet in diameter to create 
the bubbles. The ring surrounded 
each person, and he pulled it up 


and around them as it created a 
soap bubble. 

The record marked Langley’s 
seventh Guinness World Re¬ 
cord. Others have been for the 
“longest hanging chain of soap 
bubbles” and “most people mak¬ 
ing bubbles with garland wands 
simultaneously.” 

Wbale once rescued 
from stranding dies 

PI ORLANDO — A pilot 
r L whale that was rescued 
and found a home at SeaWorld Or¬ 
lando after being part of a mass 
stranding in the Florida Keys 
eight years ago has died. 

Officials at SeaWorld Orlando 
posted on its blog that the whale 
known as Fredi died Saturday. 
A spokeswoman said in an email 
Sunday that Fredi had shown 
signs of appetite loss and was un¬ 
dergoing an aggressive anti-mi¬ 
crobial treatment. 

Fredi was part of a mass strand¬ 
ing of 23 pilot whales in 2011 near 
Cudjoe Key, Fla. 

From wire reports 
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decided 
to make the 
conscious 
decision 
that when 
I’m told 
‘No,’ it’s 
‘NO, NOT 
RIGHT NOW.^ 


Actress Lily Collins takes on Fantine in TV version of ‘Les Miserables’ 


By Luaine Lee 
Tribune News Service 

A ctress Lily Collins believes in fate. Although she 
doesn’t exactly put it that way, she says when she was 
just starting out at 16, she made a vow. “I decided to 
make the conscious decision that when I’m told ‘no,’ 
it’s ‘No, not right now,”’ she says. 

“I just made a commitment to myself that I loved acting so 
much that I just wouldn’t fall victim to the deterrent. It was 
definitely intimidating. And I went for so many things I got told 
‘no’ on. But I also believe that things happen for a reason.” 

She often found destiny had a better plan than she did. 
“And the projects that I thought I really wanted or needed 
either ended up being ones I was glad I wasn’t a part of, or 
they would’ve taken me on a totally different trajectory. And I 
wouldn’t have been able to do projects that actually had a life¬ 
long effect on me.” 

One of those lifelong projects is her role as the tragic young 
seamstress Fantine in PBS’ “Les Miserables,” premiering 
stateside Sunday and airing on “Masterpiece.” The six-part 
non-musical version of Victor Hugo’s novel marks a complex 
task for Collins, who was born in England but grew up in 
California. 

“I tend to pick characters that require a lot and don’t have 
the easiest time and go through some sort of transformation,” 
she says. “My friends always say, ‘Great — when’s the comedy 
coming?’ 

“Part of the process of picking what I want to do comes with 
the question: Is this character going to challenge me and am I 
afraid of it? Sometimes those are the ones I want to turn away 
from because it would be much easier if I wasn’t as terrified to 
go into a project,” she says. 

“But I know that when I give my all — and hopefully at the 
end of the day once it’s done to the best of my ability — those 
are the ones that are the most meaningful,” says Collins. 

At 20, she was already wise beyond her years. She left her 
studies at USC to become a full-time actress. That was es¬ 


pecially brave of Collins, because as the daughter of British 
musician Phil Collins and an American mother, she’d seen the 
downside of show business up close. 

“I think it just gave me great insight into what to prepare for. 
I think my love of storytelling and being different characters, 
all that transcended what could be in terms of the negative,” 
she nods. 

“I know that the entertainment industry can be put into one 
category. I thought, ‘If I do this myself. I’m going to be able 
to create my new journey and I will hopefully be prepared 
for whatever’s being thrown at me.’ I’m aware of the pros and 
cons but I also realize I’m experiencing all this for the first 
time because it’s my journey. But I do feel like I had a bit of a 
stronger backbone going into it because I knew more of what 
to expect.” 

What she didn’t expect was it took her four years to capture 
her first substantial role. Then she landed parts in “Mirror 
Mirror,” “Blind Side” and “Abduction.” But when she accepted 
the role of the young anorexic in Netflix’s “To the Bone,” fate 
stepped in again. 

Collins, 30, had suffered an eating disorder herself and was 
writing a book about that experience. “It was an honor for me 
to play a young woman who was going through that in the film 
at the same time I was writing about it in my book,” she says. 

“Because both experiences helped aid the other... I felt that 
was the universe putting these two things on my plate at the 
same time and going: ‘This is important.’” 

When she attended the Sundance Film Festival to promote 
the film, she’d never spoken publicly about her disorder. “So 
in the first interview at Sundance, I had my mom there and 
nobody knew I was going to talk about it,” she recalls. 

“But I just said it, and it was the most freeing moment for 
me because it was talking about it in a way that there was no 
shame, no nothing, just: ‘This is my story. This is why it’s im¬ 
portant to me. And I’m not the only one.’ It was a breath of fresh 
air in a lot of ways.” 

One of her goals now is to have a family. “Have kids of my 
own and to continue what I love to do,” she says. 


Lily Collins plays a young woman who is abandoned by her lover and must make her way with her daughter in the 
upcoming “Masterpiece” television production of Victor Hugo's “Les Miserables.” 

Lookout Point for BBC One and Masterpiece/TNS 


‘Walking Dead’ 
franchise gets 
third series 

From wire services 

The zombie apocalypse is spreading. 

A third TV series in “The Walking 
Dead” universe has been greenlit, AMC 
announced Monday. Production on 10 epi¬ 
sodes of the original drama, slated to pre¬ 
miere in 2020 on the channel, will start 
this summer in Virginia. 

The upcoming show follows “The Walk¬ 
ing Dead,” the post-apocalyptic horror se¬ 
ries based on the comic books of the same 
name by Robert Kirkman, and its compan¬ 
ion series, “Fear the Walking Dead.” 

It’ll center on two young female protago¬ 
nists “and focus on the first generation to 
come of age in the apocalypse as we know 
it,” AMC stated in a release. 

The drama series is co-created by Scott 
M. Gimple, chief content officer of “The 
Walking Dead” universe, and Matt Ne¬ 
grete, a writer and producer on the original 
show for the past five seasons. Negrete will 
serve as showrunner of the new series. 

Season 9 of “The Walking Dead” wrapped 
on March 31, and Season 5 of “Fear the 
Walking Dead” premieres June 2. 

The series debuted in 2010. 

AMC is also planning three films tied 
to the franchise starring Andrew Lincoln, 
who played lead Rick Grimes until he left 
the show in Season 9. 

Fleetwood Mac cancels dates 
due to Nicks’ illness 

Illness is forcing Fleetwood Mac to can¬ 
cel a number of appearances, including at 
the Jazz Fest in New Orleans, where the 
band had been scheduled as a last-minute 
replacement for the Rolling Stones. 

The New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Fes¬ 
tival tweeted Monday that Fleetwood Mac 
is postponing four upcoming North Ameri¬ 
can tour dates and can’t make its May 2 
Jazz Fest performance because Stevie 
Nicks is ill. 

Festival organizers announced last week 
that Fleetwood Mac would replace the 
Stones, which is postponing its No Filter 
Tour because Mick dagger needed medi¬ 
cal treatment. Jazz Fest organizers an¬ 
nounced that Widespread Panic would 
replace Fleetwood Mac. 

Other news 

■ Hannah Gadsby is following last 
year’s breakout Netflix stand-up special 
with a new U.S. tour that has stops in San 
Francisco and ends in New York this sum¬ 
mer. The Australian standup comedian 
was little known in America before her 
Netflix special “Hannah Gadsby: Nanette” 
arrived in June, dissecting culture and 
comedy. She was heralded as a mqjor new 
voice and her work was labeled “transfor¬ 
mative” and “game changing.” 

■ The drama “Killing Eve” has been 
renewed for Season 3. The renewal an¬ 
nouncement came from BBC America on 
Monday. The addictive series, based on 
Luke Jennings’ “Codename Villanelle” no¬ 
vellas, stars Sandra Oh, Jodie Comer and 
Fiona Shaw. 

■ Journeyman character actor Seymour 
Cassel, who appeared frequently in the 
films of John Cassavetes and Wes Ander¬ 
son, has died. His daughter Dilyn Cassel 
Murphy says Monday that he passed away. 
He was 84. 

■ Music star Beyonce has announced a 
release date for her Netflix documentary 
about her landmark performance at the 
2018 Coachella Valley Music and Arts Fes¬ 
tival. “Homecoming: A Film by Beyonce” 
will premiere April 17 on the streaming 
service. 











Page 18 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, April 10,2019 


BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Facebook, Google face online content crackdown 


By Danica Kirka 
AND Kelvin Chan 
Associated Press 

LONDON — Tech giants such 
as Facebook and Google came 
under increasing pressure in Eu¬ 
rope on Monday when countries 
proposed stricter rules to force 
them to block extreme material 
such as terrorist propaganda and 
child porn. 

Britain called for a first-of-its- 
kind watchdog for social media 
that could fine executives and 
even ban companies. A European 
Union parliamentary committee 
approved a bill giving internet 
companies an hour to remove ter¬ 
rorism-related material or face 
fines that could reach into the 
billions. 

“We are forcing these firms to 
clean up their act once and for 
all,” said British Home Secre¬ 
tary S^id Javid, whose depart¬ 
ment collaborated on Britain’s 


NEW YORK — Pinterest, 
among the gaggle of tech compa¬ 
nies hoping to go public this year, 
set a conservative price range 
Monday for its initial public of¬ 
fering. It hopes to raise as much 
as $1.5 billion in its initial offer¬ 
ing of shares. 

The digital scrapbooking site 
said in a regulatory filing that it 
will put about 75 million shares 
up for sale at a price between $15 
and $17 each. 

That, at the higher end, could 
put the value of the company 
at around $9 billion. But it falls 
below the estimated $12 billion 
value from earlier sales of shares 


proposal. 

Opponents warned the British 
and EU measures could stifle 
innovation and strengthen the 
dominance 
of technol¬ 
ogy giants be¬ 
cause smaller 
companies 
won’t have 
the money to 
comply. That, 
in turn, could 
turn Google 
and Facebook 
into the web’s 
censors, they 
Sajid Javid said. 

British home The push to 
secretary make the big 
companies re¬ 
sponsible for 
the torrent of material they carry 
has largely been driven by Euro¬ 
peans. It picked up momentum 
after the March 15 mosque shoot¬ 
ings in New Zealand that killed 50 


to private investors, according to 
reports two years ago. 

Companies set their price 
range for an initial public offer¬ 
ing with a tricky calculus set by 
investment banks and underwrit¬ 
ers. They don’t want to set the bar 
too low, but going too high can 
lead to a sell-off 

Those tech companies still 
planning to go public this year 
may be treading more carefully 
following the debut of Lyft 11 days 
ago. After a much ballyhooed 
debut, the stock slumped for two 
days. While its shares bounced 
back from their lows last week, 
they remain far below the heights 
reached in the flurry of first-day 


people and were livestreamed for 
17 minutes. Facebook said it re¬ 
moved 1.5 million videos of the at¬ 
tacks in the 24 hours afterward. 

The U.S., where government 
action is constrained by the First 
Amendment right to free speech 
and freedom of the press, has 
taken a more hands-off approach, 
though Tuesday a House commit¬ 
tee was expected to press Google 
and Facebook executives on 
whether they are doing enough 
to curb the spread of hate crimes 
and white nationalism. 

Australia last week made it a 
crime for social media platforms 
not to quickly remove “abhorrent 
violent material.” The offense 
would be punishable by three 
years in prison and a fine of $7.5 
million or 10% of the platform’s 
annual revenue, whichever is 
larger. 

New Zealand’s Privacy Com¬ 
missioner wants his country to so 
the same. 


trading, and they closed down 
nearly 6% Monday, again dipping 
under the initial offering price. 

The Lyft drop was a “mqjor gut 
check time for Lyft and the tech 
IPO world to see how this stock 
trades given it was the first one 
out of the box,” Wedbush Securi¬ 
ties analyst Dan Ives said after 
Lyft shares tumbled. 

Other tech companies push¬ 
ing to go public this year include 
Uber, Lyft’s rival; the messaging 
app Slack; and the video confer¬ 
encing company Zoom. 

Pinterest claims more than 
250 million active monthly users 
and more than 2 billion monthly 
searches. The platform allows 


The British plan would require 
social media companies such as 
Facebook and Twitter to protect 
people who use their sites from 
“harmful content.” The plan, 
which includes the creation of an 
independent regulator funded by 
a tax on internet companies, will 
be subject to public comment for 
three months before the govern¬ 
ment publishes draft legislation. 

“No one in the world has done 
this before, and it’s important that 
we get it right,” Culture Secretary 
Jeremy Wright told the BBC. 

Britain will consider impos¬ 
ing financial penalties similar to 
those under the EU’s online data 
privacy law, which permits fines 
of up to 4% of a company’s annual 
worldwide revenue, Wright said. 
In extreme cases, the govern¬ 
ment may also seek to fine indi¬ 
vidual company directors and 
prevent companies from operat¬ 
ing in Britain. 

Under the EU legislation that 


people to search for and “pin” im¬ 
ages that interest them, whether 
it’s fashion, sports, pets or travel. 


MARKET WATCH 


Aprils, 2019 

Dow Jones -83.97 

industrials 26,341.02 
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Poor’s 500 2,895.77 

Russell -3.55 


cleared an initial hurdle in Brus¬ 
sels, any internet companies that 
fail to remove terrorist content 
within an hour of being notified 
by authorities would face similar 
4% penalties. EU authorities came 
up with the idea last year after 
attacks highlighted the growing 
trend of online radicalization. 

The bill would apply to com¬ 
panies providing services to EU 
citizens, whether or not those 
businesses are based in the EU’s 
28 member countries. It still needs 
further approval, including from 
the full European Parliament. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (April 10).$1.1573 

Dollar buys (April 10).€0.8641 

British pound (April 10).$1.34 

Japanese yen (April 10).109.00 

South Korean won (April 10).1,113.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3059 

Canada (Dollar).1.3313 

China (Yuan) 6 7112 

Denmark (Krone).6.6188 

Egypt (Pound).17.3334 

Euro.$1.1279/0.8866 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8422 

Hungary (Forint).285.47 

Israel (Shekel).3.5811 

Japan (Yen).111.09 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3042 

Norway (Krone).8.5380 

Philippines (Peso).52.05 

Poland (Zloty) 3 80 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7502 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3531 

South Korea (Won).1,140.65 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9986 

Thailand (Baht).31.78 

Turkey (Lira).5.6925 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.41 

3-month bill.2.38 

30-year bond 2 92 


Pinterest seeks to raise $1.5B in initial public offering 

Associated Press 


We are 
forcing 
these 
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their act 
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WEATHER OUTLOOK 


WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDIE EAST 


WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE 


THURSDAY IN THEPACIHC 
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By Eli Lake 

Bloomberg News 

F or more than 30 years, successive 
U.S. administrations have called 
Iran what it is: a state sponsor of 
terrorism. Leaders of its military 
and intelligence agencies have been sanc¬ 
tioned, while the terrorist groups Iran sup¬ 
ports have faced military action as well as 
sanctions. 

Until now, however, the main organiza¬ 
tion responsible for founding, funding and 
training many of these groups has not been 
placed in the same category as its clients 
like Hezbollah. On Monday, President 
Donald Trump upended that precedent 
and designated Iran’s Islamic Revolution¬ 
ary Guard Corps, known as the IRGC, as a 
foreign terrorist organization. 

This is a dramatic escalation with real 
consequences. There is a difference be¬ 
tween saying a state is a sponsor of terror¬ 
ism and calling an arm of a state an actual 
terrorist organization. The designation 
will make the IRGC even more financially 
toxic than it already is, said Mark Dubow- 
itz, the chief executive of the Foundation 
for Defense of Democracies. 

The threshold is now lower for proving 
that someone is providing material support 
to the IRGC. The designation also makes 
any non-Iranians who wittingly or unwit¬ 
tingly do business with the IRGC vulnera¬ 
ble to having their U.S. visas revoked. This 
is an even more powerful disincentive for 
Europeans to invest in Iran, said Dubow- 
itz, because the IRGC’s tentacles reach 
into most aspects of Iran’s economy. 

Since the 1979 Iranian revolution, the 
IRGC, and particularly its elite Quds 


By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

O ne hundred forty-eight years 
ago this month, a member of 
Congress decried what he saw as 
a double standard regarding the 
protection of U.S. citizens from political 
violence. Overseas, Rep. Benjamin Butler, 
of Massachusetts, said on the floor of the 
House, “no nation ... can unjustly lay its 
hand upon an American citizen in arrest 
or anger without calling down upon it the 
whole power of the republic." 

Yet at that very moment in the American 
South, Butler noted, a domestic organiza¬ 
tion, the Ku Klux Klan, was murdering 
blacks and whites who supported the post- 
Civil War program of racial equality known 
as Reconstruction, and the Klan was oper¬ 
ating with virtual impunity. 

“Can it be," Butler demanded of those 
who insisted crime-fighting should be left 
up to the states, “that an American citizen 
is protected with the whole power of the 
government, everywhere, except on our 
own soil, under his own roof-tree, and cov¬ 
ered by our own flag?" 

Congress duly passed the Ku Klux Klan 
Act, and President Ulysses S. Grant signed 
it into law on April 20, 1871. The federal 
government could suspend the writ of ha¬ 
beas corpus in Klan-dominated areas and 
use federal marshals and troops to arrest 
Klan terrorists and bring them to trial in 
federal courts. 

To this day, it remains arguably the 
toughest federal law ever aimed specifical¬ 
ly at a white supremacist terrorist threat. 
It launched what might be called the first 
U.S. war on terrorism, including the use 
of covert operatives — detectives from the 
Secret Service — to infiltrate the Klan. 

As if to mark the occasion, congressional 
Democrats, led by Sen. Richard Durbin, of 


Force, have been devoted to spreading that 
revolution abroad. Despite the efforts of 
past U.S. administrations, Iran has never 
ended its support for terrorist organiza¬ 
tions. Indeed, following the completion of 
negotiations over Iran’s nuclear program 
in 2015, the IRGC became even more ag¬ 
gressive in supporting terrorist proxies in 
Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Yemen. 

All that said, there are two basic objec¬ 
tions to this move. The first is that this des¬ 
ignation may provoke Iran to target U.S. 
forces. Dan Coats, the director of national 
intelligence, obliquely made this point in 
testimony to Congress in January. “We 
assess that unprofessional interactions 
conducted by the Iranian Islamic Revolu¬ 
tionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy against 
U.S. ships in the Persian Gulf, which have 
been less frequent during the past year, 
could resume should Iran seek to project 
an image of strength in response to US. 
pressure,” he said. The New York Times 
reports similar worries among other top 
military and intelligence officials. 

Make no mistake: These threats are 
real. Already, Iranian government of¬ 
ficials have promised a response to the 
designation. The mistake is thinking that 
pressure alone is provocative to Tehran. So 
are entreaties. In the days leading up to the 
final implementation of the nuclear deal in 
2016, for example, the IRGC briefly took 
U.S. sailors hostage and released a humili¬ 
ating video of the incident after they were 
released. 

The second objection is the designation 
further undermines the 2015 Iran nucle¬ 
ar deal. A progressive group chaired by 
alumni of the Obama administration made 
this point in a Twitter thread Monday. 


Illinois, have just introduced the Domestic 
Terrorism Prevention Act, whose premise, 
like Butler’s, is that terrorism is terrorism 
— whether it originates at home or abroad, 
on the racist right or the Islamist fringe. 

Recent events, from the 2015 murder 
of nine blacks by a white supremacist in 
Charleston, S.C., to the massacre of Jews at 
a Pittsburgh synagogue last October, lend 
credence to that notion. 

Though the body count is alarming, we 
are not witnessing violence on the scale of 
Reconstruction; Durbin’s proposed mea¬ 
sures are accordingly modest. Basically, 
his bill boosts training efforts, while re¬ 
quiring the federal government to gather 
intelligence on white supremacists and 
neo-Nazis, including any infiltration of law 
enforcement and the military. There would 
be annual reports assessing the threat. 

The provision of the 1871 Klan Act it 
most resembles is one calling for Congress 
to impanel a special committee of investi¬ 
gation. Still, information is power; rebut¬ 
ting pro-Klan propaganda with the truth, 
gathered by the committee, was crucial to 
the Grant administration’s success against 
the organization. 

Grant’s determination to defeat the Klan, 
based both on his morality and on his po¬ 
litical interest in protecting Southerners, 
black and white, who were likely to vote 
for him, proved decisive in that long-ago 
struggle. 

Conversely, there is a lack of presiden¬ 
tial leadership regarding today’s threat 
from the right — which President Donald 
Trump described, in the wake of the New 
Zealand mosques massacre, as “a small 
group of people that have very, very seri¬ 
ous problems." 

Trump calls to mind not Grant but his 
predecessor, Andrew Johnson, who used 
his bully pulpit to issue apologia for ex- 


They say it’s an effort to deter investment 
in Iran and possibly provoke the Iranians 
into breaking the deal’s limits on uranium 
enrichment, with which they have largely 
abided since Trump vacated the deal near¬ 
ly a year ago. 

Some see this objection as a point in 
Trump’s favor. “It makes it much more dif¬ 
ficult for a Democratic president to go back 
into the Iran deal in 2021,” said Dubowitz, 
who favors the designation. Any future 
administration would have to make a de¬ 
termination that the IRGC was out of the 
terrorism business. 

Determining that the IRGC is no lon¬ 
ger engaged in terrorism is about as likely 
as determining that the IRS is no longer 
engaged in collecting taxes. It’s in the or¬ 
ganization’s nature. This is why Trump’s 
statement said the designation “under¬ 
scores the fact that Iran’s actions are fun¬ 
damentally different from those of other 
governments.” 

This is a point that the narrow nuclear 
agreement, by dealing only with Iran’s 
nuclear program and not its support for 
terrorism, tried to evade. Now the U.S. 
government has formally recognized that 
a key part of Iran’s military is legally in¬ 
distinguishable from the terrorist groups it 
has been sponsoring for decades. Trump’s 
strategy, unlike his predecessor’s, begins 
with the premise that Iran is an outlaw 
state — and treats it as such until it chang¬ 
es its behavior. 

BldbTn'berg 0 pi n i o'nco I u rn n isf EirLake covers 

national security and foreign policy. He was the 
senior national security correspondent for The 
Daily Beast and covered national security and 
intelligence for The Washington Times, The New 
York Sun and UPl. 


Confederates and to play down outbreaks 
of violence against blacks. 

Another lesson of history is that an ef¬ 
fective crackdown on white supremacist 
violence today, if and when it comes, may 
require tactics similar to those used in the 
US. government’s recent “war” on other 
forms of terrorism. 

The Reconstruction-era Klan used elab¬ 
orate oaths, secret passwords and hand 
signals to keep law enforcement at bay, just 
as today’s ultra-rightists communicate via 
encrypted electronic messages and chat 
rooms on the “dark Web." 

U.S. government agencies will have to 
use surveillance and infiltration to pen¬ 
etrate these groups, just as Secret Service 
men, using skills previously honed fighting 
counterfeiters, donned disguises and spied 
on Klan units. 

The Secret Service’s chief, Hiram Whit¬ 
ley, had no qualms about any tactics to 
defeat lawbreakers, believing, as he put it, 
that “any strategy resorted to by the offi¬ 
cers to bring them to justice is in my judg¬ 
ment perfectly justifiable." 

This was Whitley’s answer to those who 
questioned the constitutionality of fed¬ 
eral covert operations against American 
citizens; a deep historical irony is that 
Southern propaganda against the Grant 
administration crackdown on the Klan 
drew heavily on the American civil liber¬ 
tarian tradition. 

By and large, the federal government 
today does possess the necessary means 
to address white supremacist and neo-Nazi 
terrorism within the law, and without vio¬ 
lating constitutional boundaries. The miss¬ 
ing ingredient is not the ruthlessness of a 
detective Whitley but the commitment. 

Washington Post editorial writer/columnist 
Charles Lane specializes in economic and fiscal 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Felines 
5 Discoverer’s call 
8 Brewer’s kiln 

12 Owl call 

13 Massage 

14 Leg joint 

15 Not-so-noble 
protagonist 

17 Rat- — 

18 Green sauce 

19 Realm 
21 Penny 

24 Help 

25 Persian leader 
28 Knitter’s need 
30 Assoc. 

33 Bit of wit 

34 Rehab process 

35 — chi 

36 Even so 

37 Slanted type 
(Abbr.) 

38 Darned 

39 Hollywood’s 
Lupino 

41 Take five 
43 Burning 
46 Leslie of “Gigi” 

50 Songs for one 

51 Daughter of 
Oedipus 

54 Mon. follower 

55 Half of XIV 

56 Send forth 

4-10 
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57 Teeny 

25 Covert agent 

58 Ecol. watchdog 

26 Coloration 

59 Pixels 

27 Cuba, Jamaica, 

etc. 

DOWN 

29 Actor’s quest 

1 Bloke 

31 Cold and damp 

2 First-rate 

32 Tonic’s mixer 

3 Youngsters 

34 Actress Cameron 

4 Do needlework 

38 Put on, 

5 Raw mineral 

as a play 

6 “Ben-’’ 

40 Dagwood’s dog 

7 Slender 

42 High school subj. 

woodwind 

43 Wine region 

8 Giraffe’s kin 

44 Boxing match 

9 Poison remedy 

45 Roof overhang 

10 Char 

47 Former Dallas 

11 Head, to Henri 

OB Tony 

16 Weeding tool 

48 Taking action 

20 Tailless cat 

49 Tennis barriers 

22 Russian refusal 

52 Wee bite 

23 Early Mongolian 

53 Spanish aunt 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


RQJL’FJ LHGGBPS BR WV. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: PM ENORMOUSLY 
TIRED OF HAVIPTO NQ CAREER AND THUS 
STRUGGLING FINANCIALLY. I NEED A 
VOCATION! 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals S 
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Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 
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College hockey 


NCAA Division I Tournament 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At Manchester, N.H. 

First Round 
Friday, March 29 

UMass 4, Harvard 0 
Notre Dame 3, Clarkson 2, OT 

Championship 
Saturday, March 30 

UMass 4, Notre Dame 0 

WEST REGIONAL 
At Fargo, N.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 29 

Denver 2, Ohio State 0 
American International 2, St. Cloud 
state 1 

Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Denver 3, American International 0 
EAST REGIONAL 
At Providence, R.l. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 30 
Providence 6, Minnesota State Mankato 3 
Cornell 5, Northeastern 1 
Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Providence 4, Cornell 0 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
At Allentown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 30 
Minnesota Duluth 2, Bowling Green 1, OT 
Quinnipiac 2, Arizona State 1 
Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Minnesota Duluth 3, Quinnipiac 1 
FROZEN FOUR 
At Buffalo, N.Y. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 11 

Providence (24-11-6) vs. Minnesota 
Duluth (27-11-2) 

Denver (24-11-5) vs. UMass (30-9-0) 

National Championship 
Saturday, April 13 

Semifinal winners 


Columbus 4 1 1 13 7 4 

Toronto FC 3 0 1 10 12 5 

D.C. United 3 1 1 10 9 5 

Philadelphia 3 2 1 10 9 7 

Cincinnati 2 2 2 8 8 8 

Orlando City 2 2 2 8 10 11 

Montreal 2 2 1 7 7 11 

Chicago 1 2 2 5 7 9 

New York 13 1 4 6 6 

New England 14 1 4 5 10 

New York City FC 0 1 4 4 4 8 

Atlanta 0 2 2 2 2 6 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 5 0 1 16 19 5 


College basketball 

1 

Tennis 

1 

College baseball 


Seattle 
LA Galaxy 4 

Houston 3 

FC Dallas 3 

Minnesota United 3 
Sporting KC 2 

Real Salt Lake 1 

San Jose 1 

Colorado 0 

Vancouver 0 

Portland 


1 0 12 9 6 

0 1 10 10 5 

2 1 10 10 7 

20 9 11 8 
12 8 12 5 
4 1 4 5 13 


4 1 
4 1 


5 15 


Men’s NCAA Tournament 

FINAL FOUR 
At U.S. Bank Stadium 

Minneapolis 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, April 6 
Virginia 63, Auburn 62 
Texas Tech 61, Michigan State 51 
National Championship 
Monday, April 8 
Virginia 85, Texas Tech 77, OT 

Men’s NCAA Tournament 
Most Outstanding Player 

2019 — Kyle Guy, Virginia 

2018 — Donte DiVincenzo, Villanova 

2017 — Joel Berry II, North Carolina 

2016 — Ryan Arcidiacono, Villanova 

2015 — Tyus Jones, Duke 

2014 — Shabazz Napier, UConn 

2013 — Luke Hancock, Louisville 

2012 — Anthony Davis, Kentucky 

2011 — Kemba Walker, UConn 

2010 — Kyle Singler, Duke 

2009 — Wayne Ellington, North Carolina 

2008 — Mario Chalmers, Kansas 

2007 — Corey Brewer, Florida 

2006 - Joakim Noah, Florida 

2005 — Sean May, North Carolina 

2004 — Emeka Okafor, UConn 

2003 — Carmelo Anthony, Syracuse 

2002 — Juan Dixon, Maryland 

2001 — Shane Battier, Duke 

2000 — Mateen Cleaves, Michigan State 

1999 - Richard Hamilton, UConn 

1998 — Jeff Sheppard, Kentucky 

1997 — Miles Simon, Arizona 

1996 — Tony Delk, Kentucky 

1995 - Ed O’Bannon, UCLA 

1994 — Corliss Williamson, Arkansas 

1993 — Donald Williams, North Carolina 

1992 — Bobby Hurley, Duke 

1991 - Christian Laettner, Duke 

1990 - Anderson Hunt, UNLV 

1989 — Glen Rice, Michigan 

1988 — Danny Manning, Kansas 

1987 — Keith Smart, Indiana 

1986 — Pervis Ellison, Louisville 

1985 — Ed Pinckney, Villanova 

1984 — Patrick Ewing, Georgetown 

1983 — Akeem Olajuwon, Houston 

1982 — James Worthy, North Carolina 

1981 — Isiah Thomas, Indiana 

1980 - Darrell Griffith, Louisville 

1979 — Magic Johnson, Michigan State 

1978 — Jack Givens, Kentucky 

1977 — Butch Lee, Marquette 

1976 — Kent Benson, Indiana 

1975 — Richard Washington, UCLA 

1974 - David Thompson, N.C. State 

1973 - Bill Walton, UCLA 

1972 - Bill Walton, UCLA 

1971 — x-Howard Porter, Villanova 

1970 - Sidney Wicks, UCLA 

1969 - Lew Alcindor, UCLA 

1968 — Lew Alcindor, UCLA 

1967 - Lew Alcindor, UCLA 

1966 — Jerry Chambers, Utah 

1965 — Bill Bradley, Princeton 

1964 - Walt Hazzard, UCLA 

1963 — Art Heyman, Duke 

1962 — Paul Hogue, Cincinnati 

1961 — Jerry Lucas, Ohio State 

1960 — Jerry Lucas, Ohio State 

1959 — Jerry West, West Virginia 

1958 - Elgin Baylor, Seattle 

1957 — Wilt Chamberlain, Kansas 

1956 — Hal Lear, Temple 

1955 — Bill Russell, San Francisco 

1954-Tom Gola, La Salle 

1953 — B.H. Born, Kansas 

1952 — Clyde Lovellette, Kansas 

1951 — None selected 

1950 - Irwin Dambrot, CCNY 

1949 — Alex Groza, Kentucky 

1948 — Alex Groza, Kentucky 

1947 — George Kaftan, Holy Cross 

1946 — Bob Kurland, Oklahoma A&M 

1945 — Bob Kurland, Oklahoma A&M 

1944 — Arnold Ferrin, Utah 

1943 — Ken Sailors, Wyoming 

1942 — Howie Dal I mar, Stanford 

1941 — John Kotz, Wisconsin 

1940 — Marvin Huffman, Indiana 

1939 — None selected 

x-subsequently ruled ineligible 


Note: Three points for victory, i 
point for tie. 

Friday, April 5 

LA Galaxy 2, Vancouver 0 

Saturday, April 6 

Montreal 0, New York City FC 0, tie 
Chicago 2, Toronto FC 2, tie 
Los Angeles FC 4, D.C. United 0 
Minnesota United 2, New York 1 
Columbus 1, New England 0 
Orlando City 4, Colorado 3 
Philadelphia 2, FC Dallas 1 
San Jose 3, Portland 0 
Seattle 1, Real Salt Lake 0 
Sunday, April 7 

Sporting Kansas City 1, Cincinnati 1, tie 
Tuesday’s game 
Montreal at D.C. United 

Wednesday’s game 
Seattle at Colorado 

Friday’s game 
Vancouver at Chicago 

Saturday’s games 
Columbus at Montreal 
San Jose at Houston 
Toronto FC at Seattle 
New York City FC at Minnesota United 
Atlanta at New England 
Portland at FC Dallas 
D.C. United at Colorado 
Orlando City at Real Salt Lake 
Cincinnati at Los Angeles FC 
Philadelphia at LA Galaxy 
Sunday’s game 

New York at Sporting Kansas City 


Grand Prix Hassan II 

Monday 

At The Royal Tennis Club de Marrakech 
Marrakech, Morocco 
Purse: $587,900 (ATP250) 

Singles 
First Round 

Guido Andreozzi, Argentina, def. Al¬ 
bert Ramos-VInolas, Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 

Gilles Simon (4), France, def. Jozef 
Kovalik, Slovakia, 6-4, 6-1. 

Kyle Edmund (3), Britain, def. Ugo 
Humbert, France, 6-3,6-2. 

Taro Daniel, Japan, def. Mischa Zverev, 
Germany, 6-3, 6-0. 

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, France, def. Ce- 
drik-Marcel Stebe, Germany, 6-1, 7-6 (3). 

Doubles 
First Round 

Oliver Marach and Philipp Oswald (4), 
Austria, def. Laslo Dj'ere and Nenad Zi- 
monjic, Serbia, 7-5, 3-6, 10-2. 

Simone Bolelli, Italy, and Malek Jaziri, 
Tunisia, def. Tim Puetz, Germany, and 
Michael Venus (3), New Zealand, 3-6, 4-1 
retired. 

Copa Colsanitas 

Monday 

At Club Campestre el Rancho 
Bogota, Colombia 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Anna Karolina Schmiedllova (4), Slo¬ 
vakia, def. Ysaline Bonaventure, Belgium, 
6-2, 6-4. 

Maria Camila Osorio Serrano, Colom¬ 
bia, def. Conny Perrin, Switzerland, 6-4, 

Jasmine Paolini, Italy, def. Francesca 
di Lorenzo, United States, 6-2, 3-6, 6-4. 

Beatriz Haddad Mala, Brazil, def. Lau¬ 
ra Slegemund, Germany, 6-2, 7-5. 

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, def. 
Elltsa Kostova, Bulgaria, 6-3,6-1. 

Amanda Anisimova (6), United States, 
def. Sabine Lisicki, Germany, 4-6, 6-3, 6- 

Doubles 
First Round 

Hayley Carter and Ena Shibahara, 
United States, def. Alexa Guarachl, Chile, 
and Desirae Krawczyk (3), United States, 
6-3, 3-6, 10-8. 

Ana Bogdan, Romania, and Sachia 
Vickery, United States, def. Anna Danili¬ 
na, Kazakhstan, and Yana Sizikova, Rus¬ 
sia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Lara Arruabarrena and Sara Sorribes 
Tormo (2), Spain, def. Magda Linette, 
n,_,—, —. United 


Poland, and Christina f 



April 13 

At Atlantic City, N.J., Jermaine Franklin 
vs. Rydell Booker, 10, heavyweights: Otto 
Wallin vs. Nick Kisner, 10, heavyweights. 

At Minneapolis Armory, Caleb Tru- 
ax vs. Peter Quillin, 10, super middle- 
weights; Sergiy Derevyanchenko vs. Jack 
Culcay, 12, middleweights; Chris Colbert 
vs. Mario Briones, 10, lightweights. 

At Monterrey, Mexico, Jaime Munguia 
vs. Dennis Hogan, 12, for Munguia’s WBO 
junior middleweight title; Patrick Teixei- 
ra vs. Dormedes Potes, 10, junior middle- 
weights; Diego De La Hoya vs. Enrique 
Bernache, 10, featherweights. 

April 20 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Terence Crawford vs. Amir Khan, 12, 
for Crawford’s WBO welterweight title; 
Shakur Stevenson vs. Christopher Diaz, 
10, featherweights; Teofimo Lopez vs. 
Edis Tatli, 10, lightweights; Felix Verdejo 
vs. Bryan Vasquez, 10, lightweights. 

At Dignity Health Sports Park, Car- 
son, Calif., Danny Garcia vs. Adrian 
Granados, 12, for the vacant WBC Silver 
welterweight title; Andy Ruiz Jr. vs. Al¬ 
exander Dimitrenko, 10, heavyweights; 
Brandon Figueroa vs. Yonfrez Parejo, 12, 
for the vacant WBA interim junior feath¬ 
erweight title; Jeison Rosario vs. Jorge 
Cota, 10, middleweights; Alfredo Angulo 
vs. Juan Ubaldo Cabrera, 10, super mid¬ 
dleweights. 


World rankings 

Through April 7 

Justin Rose EN 

Dustin Johnson US 

Rory Mcliroy Nl 

Brooks Koepka US 

Justin Thomas US 

Bryson DeChambeau US 

Francesco Molinari IT/ 

Jon Rahm ES 

Rickie Fowler US 

Xander Schauffele US 

Paul Casey EN 

Tiger Woods US 

Tommy Fleetwood EN 

Jason Day AU 

Tony FInau US 

Matt Kuchar US 

Bubba Watson US 

Patrick Reed US 

Louis Oosthuizen SA 

Marc Leishman AU 

Patrick Cantlay US 

Phil Mickelson US 

Webb Simpson US 

Gary Woodland US 

Kevin Kisner US 

Hideki Matsuyama JPI 

Sergio Garcia ES 

Cameron Smith AU 

Adam Scott AU 

Alex Noren SW 

Rafa Cabrera Bello ES 

Ian Poulter EN 

Jordan Spleth US 

Keegan Bradley US 

Matthew Fitzpatrick EN 

Matt Wallace EN 

Tyrrell Hatton EN 

Henrik Stenson SW 

Li Haotong CH 

Eddie Pepperrell EN 

Billy Horschel 115 

Kiradech Aphibarnrat 
Lucas Bjerregaard 
Branden Grace 
J.B. Holmes 
Charles Howell III 
Brandt Snedeker 
Kyle Stanley 
Justin Harding 


States, 6-3, 6-1. 

Maria Herazo Gonzalez and Yuli¬ 
ana Lizarazo, Colombia, def. Ysaline 
Bonaventure, Belgium, and Jacqueline 
Cako, United States, 6-3, 6-3. 

Samsung Open 

Monday 

At TC Lido Lugano 
Lugano, Switzerland 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, def. 
Ekaterina Alexandrova (6), Russia, 3-6, 
6-2, 7-6 (6). 

Sorana Cirstea, Romania, def. Mona 
Barthel, Germany, 6-7 (6), 6-2, 6-4. 

Alison Van Uytvanck, Belgium, def. 
Tereza Smitkova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 0- 
6, 6-4. 

Viktorija Golubic, Switzerland, def. 
Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 
6-2. 


First Round 

Vera Lapko, Belarus, and Mandy Mi- 
nella, Luxembourg, def. PrarthanaThom- 
bare, India, and Ekaterina Yashina, Rus¬ 
sia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Cornelia Lister, Sweden, and Renata 
Voracova (2), Czech Republic, def. Chan- 
tal Skamlova, Slovakia, and Anastasia 
Zarycka, Czech Republic, 6-1, 6-3. 

US Men’s Clay Court 
Championships 

Monday 

At River Oaks Country Club 
Houston 

Purse: $583,585 (ATP250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Casper Ruud, Norway, def. Hugo Del- 
lien, Bolivia, 7-6 (7), 6-4. 

Ryan Harrison, United States, def. Ivo 
Karlovic, Croatia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Christian Garin, Chile, def. Pablo Cue¬ 
vas, Uruguay, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Marcel Granollers, Spain, def. Taylor 
Fritz (5), United States, 6-2, 4-6, 6-2. 

Bernard Tomic, Australia, def. Denis 
Kudia, United States, 7-6 (8), 7-5. 


First Round 

Austin Krajicek, United States, and Ar- 
tem Sitak (2), New Zealand, def. Lleyton 
Hewitt and Jordan Thompson, Australia, 
6-2, 4-6, 10-8. 


9.55 

9.41 

8.47 

8.32 

8.15 

7.25 

7.12 

5.94 

5.93 

5.82 

5.59 

5.30 

5.05 

4.99 


3.90 

3.76 

3.63 

3.62 

3.46 

3.46 

3.41 

3.32 

3.30 

3.27 

3.22 

3.15 

3.12 

3.06 

3.02 

2.97 

2.96 


THA 2.80 
DEN 2.68 
RSA 2.67 
USA 2.60 
USA 2.56 
USA 2.51 
USA 2.49 
RSA 2.48 
IRL 2.45 


PGA Tour statistics 

Through April 7 
FedExCup Season Points 

1, Matt Kuchar, 1,664.916. 2, Rory Mc¬ 
liroy, 1,415.776. 3, Xander Schauffele, 

1,327.947. 4, Paul Casey, 1,261.084. 5, Gary 
Woodland, 1,076.004.6, Charles Howell III, 

1,060.414. 7, Marc Leishman, 1,034.487. 8, 

Rickie Fowler, 1,005.600.9, Justin Thomas, 

999.014. 10, Dustin Johnson, 983.664. 

Scoring Average 

1, Justin Thomas, 69.432. 2, Dustin 
Johnson, 69.580.3, Rory Mcliroy, 69.594. 4, 

Jim Furyk, 69.664.5, Sergio Garcia, 69.705. ___ 

6, Lucas Glover, 69.813. 7, Patrick Cantlay, 392. 10, Jon Rahm, 414. 


69.817. 8, Tommy Fleetwood, 69.845. 9, 
Gary Woodland, 69.857. 10, Justin Rose, 
69.858. 

Driving Distance 

1, Cameron Champ, 316.8. 2, Luke List, 
314.4. 3, Bubba Watson, 313.6. 4, Brandon 
Hagy, 313.0. 5, Wyndham Clark, 312.5. 6, 
Rory Mcliroy, 312.3. 7, Patrick Cantlay, 
310.7. 8, Ollie Schniederjans, 310.5. 9 
(tie), Byeong Hun An and Grayson Mur¬ 
ray, 310.0. 

Driving Accuracy Percentage 

1, Jim Furyk, 77.65%. 2, Chez Reavie, 
73.79%. 3, Ryan Armour, 73.24%. 4, Brian 
Gay, 72.40%. 5, Brice Garnett, 71.62%. 
6, Matt Kuchar, 71.58%. 7, Ryan Moore, 
71.15%. 8, Ben Silverman, 71.08%. 9, David 
Hearn, 70.77%. 10, Paul Casey, 70.58%. 

Greens in Regulation Percentage 

1, Matt Kuchar, 75.97%. 2, Charles How¬ 
ell III, 75.72%. 3, Corey Conners, 74.71%. 
4, Tiger Woods, 74.31%. 5, Gary Wood¬ 
land, 73.33%. 6, Ryan Palmer, 72.88%. 7, 
James Hahn, 72.71%. 8, Justin Thomas, 
72.69%. 9, Cameron Champ, 72.35%. 10, 2 
tied with 72.22%. 

Total Driving 

1, Gary Woodland, 51. 2, Bryson De¬ 
Chambeau, 63. 3, Brendan Steele, 72. 4, 
Louis Oosthuizen, 78. 5, Abraham Ancer, 
89. 6, Keegan Bradley, 93. 7, Paul Casey, 
94.8, Emiliano Grille, 96. 9, Jason Kokrak, 
97. 10, 2 tied with 98. 

SG-Putting 

1, Dominic Bozzelli, 1.135. 2, Pat Perez, 
1.004. 3, Martin Piller, .944. 4, Jason Day, 
.868. 5, Brian Gay, .824. 6, Denny McCar¬ 
thy, .812. 7, Graeme McDowell, .790. 8, 
Rickie Fowler, .779. 9, Andrew Putnam, 
.754. 10, Vaughn Taylor, .724. 

Birdie Average 

1, Justin Thomas, 5.14. 2, Gary Wood¬ 
land, 4.91. 3, Justin Rose, 4.90. 4, Jason 
Day, 4.85. 5 (tie), Bryson DeChambeau 
and Cameron Champ, 4.79. 7 (tie), Ryan 
Palmer and Si Woo Kim, 4.74. 9 (tie), Phil 
Mickelson and Aaron Wise, 4.62. 

Eagles (Holes per) 

1, Tommy Fleetwood, 61.7. 2, Paul 
Casey, 64.8. 3, Rory Mcliroy, 72.0. 4 (tie), 
James Hahn, Cody Gribble and Xander 
Schauffele, 76.5. 7, Brooks Koepka, 78.0. 
8, Kevin Na, 79.7. 9 (tie), Rickie Fowler 
and Justin Thomas, 81.0. 

Sand Save Percentage 

1, Tyrone Van Aswegen, 73.08%. 2, Der¬ 
ek Fathauer, 71.88%. 3, Ernie Els, 71.15%. 
4, Tommy Fleetwood, 70.00%. 5, Fran¬ 
cesco Molinari, 68.97%. 6, Dustin John¬ 
son, 68.57%. 7, Webb Simpson, 66.00%. 
8, Martin Kaymer, 65.79%. 9, Sean O’Hair, 
65.71%. 10, Sam Ryder, 65.56%. 

All-Around Ranking 

1, Rory Mcliroy, 223. 2, Justin Thomas, 
253. 3, Xander Schauffele, 270. 4, Rickie 
Fowler, 336. 5, Jason Day, 342. 6, Jus¬ 
tin Rose, 353. 7, Gary Woodland, 365. 8, 
hryson DeChambeau, 366.9, Matt Kuchar, 
92.'" - "■ 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Amherst at W. New England, ppd. 
California (Pa.) 8, Pitt-Johnstown 5 
Catholic 23, Gallaudet2 
DeSales 8, Montclair St. 7,16 innings 
Haverford 7, Muhlenberg 1 
Messiah at Johns Hopkins, ppd. 
Misericordia 3, Gwynedd Mercy 2 
Neumann 14, Cairn 5 
Penn St.-Behrend 7, Allegheny 4 
Post (Conn.) 4, Caldwell 1 
PItt-Greensburg at Frostburg St., ccd. 
Ramapo 3, William Paterson 2 
Ramapo at Lehman, ppd. 

Rhode Island Coll. 11, Roger Williams 10 
Rutgers-Newark 3, Rutgers-Camden 2 
Thomas (Maine) at Colby, ccd. 
UMass-Dartmouth at Babson, ppd. 
Wells 10, SUNY Poly 8 
MIDWEST 

Anderson (Ind.) 14-9, Defiance 4-8 
Columbia (Mo.) 12-10, Hannibal-La- 
Grange 0-0 

Concordia (Wis.) 2-6, Benedictine (III.) 
1-15 

Dominican (III.) 9-4, Aurora 5-7 
Northern St. 12, Concordia (St.P) 0 
RIpon 7, Beloit 6 
Sioux Falls 6, Bemidji St. 5 
St. Olaf at Northwestern (Minn.), ppd. 
Trinity International 20-9, Maranatha 
Baptist 1-1 

Northland 2-2, Northwestern (Minn.) 0-5 

SOUTHWEST 

Southwestern (Texas) 10, Ariington 
Baptist 8 

FAR WEST 

Air Force 16, Utah Valiey 15 
New Mexico at Caiifornia, ccd. 
Portiand 13, San Jose St. 2 
NW Nazarene at W. Oregon, ccd. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Recailed and 
optioned RHP Carson Fulmer from/to 
Charlotte (IL). 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned RHP 
Kyle Zimmer to Omaha (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Glenn Sparkman from Omaha. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned 
RHP Justin Anderson to Salt Lake (PCL). 
Recalled 3B Taylor Ward from Salt Lake. 
Reinstated RHP Taylor Cole from the 10- 
day IL and optioned him to Salt Lake. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Traded IB Tyler 
Austin to San Francisco for OF Malique 
Ziegler. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Optioned 3B 
Christian Arroyo to Durham (IL). Recalled 
RHP Hunter Wood from Durham. 

National League 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Recalled INF 
Luis Urias and LHP Brad Wieck from El 
Paso (PCL). Placed OF Franchy Cordero 
and LHP Aaron Loup on the 10-day IL. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Optioned 
OF Andrew Stevenson to Fresno (PCL). 
Reinstated OF Michael A. Taylor from the 
10-day IL. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Signed F Deyonta 
Davis to a multiyear contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Re-signed DL 
Rodney Gunter, TE Darrell Daniels and OL 
Jeremy Vujnovich to one-year contracts 
and OL Andrew Lauderdale and Jeremiah 
Poutasi. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Signed DTs 
T.J. Barnes and Destiny Vaeao, TE Thom¬ 
as Duarte, OT Brandon Greene and WR 
Rash ad Ross. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Agreed to terms 
with WR Ricardo Louis on a one-year 
contract. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed WR 
De’Mornay Pierson-EI. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Agreed to terms 
with QB Logan Woodside and TE Keith 
Towbridge. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed LB 
Andrew Ankrah and G Sales! Uhatafe. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Reassigned C Sam 
Steel, LW Max Jones and D Jacob Larsson 
and Jaycob Megna to San Diego (AHL). 

FLORIDA PANTHERS - Named Joel 
Ouenneville coach. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Signed execu¬ 
tive vice president/general manager Ray 
Shero multiyear contract. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Signed D Jay Bou- 
wmeester to a one-year contract exten¬ 
sion. 

SOCCER 

National Women’s Soccer League 

SKY BLUE - Signed M Gabi. 

WASHINGTON SPIRIT - Announced 
the retirement of M Joanna Lohman. 

COLLEGE 

KANSAS — Junior F Dedric Lawson will 
enter the NBA Draft. 

PURDUE — Junior G Carsen Edwards 
will enter the NBA Draft. 


AP sportlight 


April 10 

1949 — Sam Snead wins the Masters, 
beating Lloyd Mangrum and Johnny Bul¬ 
la by three strokes. 

1961 — South Africa’s Gary Player 
becomes the first foreign player to win 
the Masters, edging Arnold Palmer and 
Charley Coe by one stroke. 
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NBA/SPORTS BRIEFS 


Around the NBA 

Season winding 
down, it's time 
to taik awards 

Harden doesn’t have history on his side 
in race for MVP with Antetokounmpo 


By Brian Mahoney 
AND Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

Take a look at the five highest- 
scoring seasons in NBA history. 

■ Wilt Chamberlain scored 
4,029 points in 1961-62. 

■ Chamberlain scored 3,586 in 
1962-63. 

■ Michael Jordan scored 3,041 
points in 1986-87. 

■ Chamberlain scored 3,033 in 
1960-61. 

■ Chamberlain scored 2,948 
points in 1963-64. 

There they are. The five best 
seasons in terms of points that 
the NBA has ever seen. And those 
five seasons all have something in 
common — when they were over, 
someone not named Chamberlain 
or Jordan was the MVP. 

What James Harden did this 
season for the Houston Rockets 
was scintillating. He scored 50 or 
more points nine times. He scored 
61 twice. He scored at least 30 
points in 32 consecutive games, a 
stretch that lasted more than two 
months. He will finish this season 
with the seventh-highest scoring 
average in NBA history and win 
the scoring title by more than 8 
points per game — a ridiculous 
margin. 

He wins Most Voluminous 
Points. 

But maybe not the Most Valu¬ 
able Player. 

There are some tremendous 
individual races in the NBA this 
season, with a slew of deserving 
candidates for coach of the year, 
a rather unexpected two-person 
race for rookie of the year, and 
the annual befuddlement about 
who should win defensive player 
of the year. The ballot that voters 
will agonize over most, in some 
cases, will be the one for MVP. 

Is it Harden, for the second 
straight year? 

Or is it Milwaukee’s Giannis 
Antetokounmpo? 

Compelling cases can be made 
either way. Harden carried the 
Rockets and became the most 
unguardable player in the league. 
Antetokounmpo took a team that 
finished seventh in the East last 
year and lifted it to the No. 1 over¬ 
all seed in the NBA, continuing 
his meteoric rise toward total 
superstardom. 

Harden is the better scorer, 
Antetokounmpo the more accu¬ 
rate shooter. Harden is the better 
ballhandler and passer, Antetok¬ 


ounmpo the better rebounder and 
defender. Take Antetokounmpo 
off the Bucks, and they’d be lucky 
to make the playoffs. Take Hard¬ 
en off the Rockets, and they’d be 
lucky to make the playoffs. 

The biggest argument for 
Harden is the scoring. It has been 
sensational, without question. 

But there is precedent, as 
Chamberlain and Jordan learned. 
Even a gazillion points doesn’t 
guarantee anyone the Maurice 
Podoloff Trophy. 

When these playoffs are over 
and the trophy is finally handed 
out in late June, Harden will find 
out if scoring was enough to win 
the vote this time. 

It is tradition in this space to 
end the regular season by having 
AP Basketball Writers Brian Ma¬ 
honey and Tim Reynolds reveal 
their choices for certain awards 
and predict what will happen in 
the playoffs. 

Their selections: 

MVP 

Mahoney: Antetokounmpo. 

Tough to demote Harden when he 
was even more valuable this sea¬ 
son than last, but can’t ignore a 
guy with the Greek Freak’s stats 
on the surprise winningest team 
in the league. 

Reynolds: Antetokounmpo. He 
gets the nod over Harden because 
the Bucks enjoyed a level of suc¬ 
cess that few expected, and he’s 
why. 

Most Improved Player 

Mahoney: D’Angelo Russell, 
Brooklyn. Didn’t just have a great 
season. He saved one for a Nets 
team that was going nowhere. 

Reynolds: Pascal Siakam, To¬ 
ronto. The Raptors were 14-3 
when he had a double-double, and 
he more than doubled his scoring 
average. 

Coach of the Year 

Mahoney: Mike Budenholzer, 
Milwaukee. Oversaw improve¬ 
ments across the board to turn 
a team with playoff aspirations 
into one with championship 
aspirations. 

Reynolds: Doc Rivers, LA Clip¬ 
pers. Hard call over Budenholzer. 
Steve Kerr, Nick Nurse, Steve 
Clifford, Michael Malone and 
Kenny Atkinson also deserving. 



Aaron Gash/AP 


The Bucks’ Giannis Antetokounmpo dunks against the Hawks’ Alex 
Len during the second half on Sunday in Milwaukee. 


Rookie of the Year 
Mahoney: Luka Doncic, Dallas. 
Not many players become must- 
see TV before they even turn 20. 

Reynolds: Luka Doncic, Dallas. 
Trae Young came on like gang- 
busters at the end of the year, but 
Doncic was better from start to 
finish. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


z-Milwaukee 

y-Toronto 

x-Philadelphia 

x-Boston 

x-Indiana 

y-Orlando 

x-Brooklyn 


W L Pet GB 

60 21 .741 - 

57 24 .704 - 

50 30 .625 

48 33 .593 12 

47 34 .580 13 

41 40 .506 19 

41 40 .506 19 


9'/2 


Eastern Conference champion 

Mahoney: Milwaukee. The 
Bucks do so many things well that 
they can find a way even when 
things get tougher. 

Reynolds: Toronto. Milwau¬ 
kee is built for the long haul and 
might not be ready — yet. But 
for the Raptors, if not now, then 
when? 

Western Conference champion 


Detroit 

Charlotte 

Miami 

Washington 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
Cleveland 
New York 


41 .488 20'/2 

42 .475 21'/2 

42 .475 21'/2 

49 .395 28 
52 .358 31 
58 .275 37'/2 
62 .235 41 
64 .200 43y2 


Western Conference 


z-Golden State 

y-Denver 

y-Houston 

x-Portland 

x-Utah 

x-OklahomaCity 
x-San Antonio 
x-L.A. Clippers 


56 24 .700 - 

53 27 .663 3 

53 28 .654 3'/2 

51 29 .638 5 

49 31 .613 7 


Mahoney: Golden State. Still by 
far the best combination of talent 
and experience in the league. 

Reynolds: Golden State. If 
healthy, the Warriors are still the 
one to beat. And they want to send 
Oracle Arena out the right way. 

NBA champion 

Mahoney: Warriors in 6. 

Reynolds: Warriors in 5. 

Bold offseason prediction 

Mahoney: The July 4 fireworks 
boom brightest in New York, 
where Kevin Durant is the cen¬ 
terpiece of a transformed Knicks 
team. 

Reynolds: If the Warriors win 
this title, and they should, expect 
the core to all come back and 
try to four-peat. Yes, including 
Durant. 


Sacramento 39 

L.A. Lakers 37 

Minnesota 36 

New Orleans 33 

Memphis 32 

Dallas 32 

Phoenix 19 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 
z-clinched conference 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 


48 .407 23V2 
48 .400 24 
48 .400 24 

62 .235 37'/2 


Boston at Washington 
Charlotte at Cleveland 
Memphis at Detroit 
Philadelphia at Miami 
Golden State at New Orleans 
New York at Chicago 
Toronto at Minnesota 
Phoenix at Dallas 
Denver at Utah 
Houston at Oklahoma City 
Portland at L.A. Lakers 

Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
Dallas at San Antonio 
Detroit at New York 
Golden State at Memphis 
Indiana at Atlanta 
Miami at Brooklyn 
Oklahoma City at Milwaukee 
Orlando at Charlotte 
Minnesota at Denver 
Sacramento at Portland 
Utah at L.A. Clippers 
End of regular season 


Briefly 

UCLA 

hires 

Cronin 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES—Mick Cronin 
was hired as UCLA’s basketball 
coach Tuesday, ending a months- 
long search to find a replacement 
for the fired Steve Alford. 

The university says Cronin 
agreed to a $24 million, six-year 
deal. 

He had a 296-146 record at 
his alma mater Cincinnati over 
16 seasons and led the Bearcats 
to the NCAA Tournament in 
each of the last nine years. They 
routed the Bruins by 29 points in 
December. 

“Mick has built a fantastic pro¬ 
gram at Cincinnati, backed by in¬ 
tegrity and discipline, and he has 
instilled an undeniable toughness 
in his student-athletes,” UCLA 
athletic director Dan Guerrero 
said in a statement. “I am confi¬ 
dent he will build this program 
the right way and lead UCLA 
basketball back to national 
prominence.” 

Cronin, 47, will be introduced 
at a campus news conference 
Wednesday. 

“UCLA is a very special place 
with a strong tradition of excel¬ 
lence,” he said in the statement. 
“To be able to join such a world- 
class institution is truly a privi¬ 
lege, and I can’t wait to get started 
in Westwood.” 

Cronin’s only other head coach¬ 
ing stint was at Murray State 
from 2003 to 2006, when the 
Racers were 69-24. He was as¬ 
sociate head coach at Louisville 
under Rick Pitino from 2001 to 
2003 and worked as an assistant 
and video coordinator from 1996 
to 2001 under Bob Huggins at 
Cincinnati. 

Alford was fired on Dec. 31 
after the Bruins began the sea¬ 
son with a 7-6 record. At the time, 
they were mired in a four-game 
skid that included home losses to 
Belmont and Liberty. 

Archer suspended for 
5 games, Puig for 2 

NEW YORK — Pittsburgh 
pitcher Chris Archer has been 
suspended for five games, Cincin¬ 
nati outfielder Yasiel Puig for two 
and Reds manager David Bell 
for one for their roles in a bench¬ 
clearing fracas last weekend. 

The commissioner’s office said 
Tuesday that Archer has appealed 
his penalty and will play pending 
a decision. Puig and Bell were 
to serve their discipline starting 
Tuesday. 

Chief Baseball Officer Joe 
Torre also fined all three for their 
behavior Sunday. 

In Other MLB news: 

■ Cleveland starter Mike Clev- 
inger will miss at least six weeks 
with a back muscle injury. 

The Indians placed the right¬ 
hander on the 10-day injured list 
retroactive to Monday. 
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NHL PLAYOFFS 


Postseason: 'Best time of year' 



The Tampa Bay Lightning are the top seed overall in the NHL 
playoffs and will have home-ice advantage as long as they advance. 
They begin the playoffs Wedesday against Columbus. 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

The team expected to win it all 
faces an opponent that loaded up 
for the same thing, the defending 
champions go up against a play¬ 
off newcomer and the wild West 
is wide open in the quest for the 
Stanley Cup. 

TheNHLplayoffsopen Wednes¬ 
day when the Presidents’ Trophy¬ 
winning Tampa Bay Lightning 
host the Columbus Blue Jackets 
in Game 1 of their first-round se¬ 
ries. Five of the eight series get 
underway Wednesday and the 
other three Thursday. 

“Best time of year,” Boston 
goaltender Tuukka Rask said. 

In the other Wednesday open¬ 
ers, the 2016 and 2017 Cup cham¬ 
pion Pittsburgh Penguins visit 
the New York Islanders at the 
renovated Nassau Coliseum, the 
St. Louis Blues visit the Winni¬ 
peg Jets, the Dallas Stars visit the 
Central Division champion Nash¬ 
ville Predators and the defending 
Western Conference champion 
Vegas Golden Knights play Game 
1 at San Jose. 

“The last couple months, we’ve 
been getting ourselves ready,” 
Blues winger Alex Steen said. 
“We’ve been pretty dialed in on 
what we want to do.” 

In the Thursday openers, the 
Bruins host the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, the reigning Cup champi¬ 
on Washington Capitals host the 
Carolina Hurricanes and West- 
best Calgary hosts the Colorado 
Avalanche. 


Carolina is in the playoffs for 
the first time in a decade but 
Washington can’t overlook this 
matchup. 

“They’re a really good team, 
extremely improved, play with 
a ton of speed, great D corps in 
terms of mobile guys, depth scor¬ 


Nathan Denette, The Canadian Press/AP 


ing and then their goaltenders 
have been outstanding for them,” 
Capitals coach Todd Reirden said. 
“If you look at their team from the 
All-Star break on or even earlier 
than that, they were one of the 
best teams in the league, so we 
know we’ve got to be on top of our 


game and it’s going to be a real 
challenge.” 

The Atlantic Division bracket 
features an intriguing showdown 
between the Lightning and Blue 
Jackets, who acquired pending 
free agents Matt Duchene, Ryan 
Dzingel and Adam McQuaid and 
held on to good-as-gone goalten¬ 
der Sergei Bobrovsky and wing¬ 
er Artemi Panarin at the trade 
deadline to take a shot at the Cup. 
Columbus has never won a play¬ 
off series and has a tough task 
against Tampa Bay, which is led 
by league-leading scorer Nikita 
Kucherov and Vezina Trophy 
candidate Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

The winner of that series faces 
the winner of Boston-Toronto, 
which is a rematch of last year’s 
first-round matchup that went to 
the Bruins in seven. 

Barry Trotz’s Islanders face 
Mike Sullivan’s Penguins in a 
matchup of the past two Cup¬ 
winning coaches. Whoever 
gets through that coin flip of 
a series faces the winner of 
Washington- Carolina. 

San Jose has defenseman Erik 
Karlsson back for its heavyweight 
bout with Vegas for the right to 
face the winner of Calgary-Colo- 
rado in the Pacific Division. The 
Flames rolled to the top seed in 
the West and trailed only Tampa 
Bay in the points race. 

After the Central Division got 
shook up in the final week of 
the regular season, the winner 
of Nashville-Dallas will face the 
winner of Winnipeg-St. Louis. 


Scoreboard 


First round 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Tampa Bay vs. Columbus 
Wednesday: at Tampa Bay 
Friday: at Tampa Bay 
Sunday: at Columbus 
Tuesday, April 16: at Columbus 
x-Friday, April 19: at Tampa Bay 
x-Sunday, April 21: at Columbus 
x-Tuesday, April 23: at Tampa Bay 
Boston vs. Toronto 
Thursday: at Boston 
Saturday: at Boston 
Monday: at Toronto 
Wednesday, April 17: at Toronto 
x-Friday, April 19: at Boston 
x-Sunday, April 21: at Toronto 
x-Tuesday, April 23: at Boston 
Washington vs. Carolina 
Thursday: at Washington 
Saturday: at Washington 
Monday: at Carolina 
Thursday, April 18: at Carolina 
x-Saturday, April 20: at Washington 
x-Monday, April 22: at Carolina 
x-Wednesday, April 24: at Washington 
New York Islanders vs. Pittsburg 
Wednesday: at N.Y. isianders 
AFN-Sports2, 1:30 a.m. Thursday CET; 

8:30 a.m. Thursday JKT 
Friday: at N.Y. isianders 
Sunday: at Pittsburgh 
Tuesday, April 16: at Pittsburgh 
x-Thursday, April 18: at N.Y. isianders 
x-Saturday, April 20: at Pittsburgh 
x-Monday, April 22: at N.Y. islanders 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Nashville vs. Dallas 
Wednesday: at Nashville 
Saturday: at Nashville 
Monday: at Dallas 
Wednesday, April 17: at Dallas 
x-Saturday, April 20: at Nashville 
x-Monday, April 22: at Dallas 
x-Wednesday, April 24: at Nashville 
Winnipeg vs. St. Louis 
Wednesday: at Winnipeg 
Friday: at Winnipeg 
Sunday: at St. Louis 
Tuesday, April 16: at St. Louis 
x-Thursday, April 18: at Winnipeg 
x-Saturday, April 20: at St. Louis 
x-Monday, April 22: at Winnipeg 
Calgary vs. Colorado 
Thursday: at Calgary 
Saturday: at Calgary 
Monday: at Colorado 
Wednesday, April 17: at Colorado 
x-Friday, April 19: at Calgary 
x-Sunday, April 21: at Colorado 
x-Tuesday, April 23: at Calgary 
San Jose vs. Vegas 
Wednesday: at San Jose 
AFN-Sports2, 4:30 a.m. Thursday CET; 

11:30 a.m. Thursday JKT 
Friday: at San Jose 
Sunday: at Vegas 
Tuesday, April 16: at Vegas 
x-Thursday, April 18: at San Jose 
x-Sunday, April 21: at Vegas 
x-Tuesday, April 23: at San Jose 


Presidents’ Trophy hasn’t been good-luck charm 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

J on Cooper and Todd Reirden were 
coaching at the All-Star Game in 
January when the topic of winning 
the Presidents’ Trophy came up. 
With Cooper’s Tampa Bay Lightning 
cruising toward winning it as the NHL’s 
best team, he asked the Washington coach 
how to handle it. Reirden was less than 
helpful. 

“I said: ‘Good luck! I don’t know what 
you’re talking about,”’ Reirden recalled 
with a grin. 

Finishing at the top of the league comes 
with expectations, but only two of 13 Presi¬ 
dents’ Trophy winners in the salary cap 
era have gone on to win the Stanley Cup 
and none since 2013. If this is the burden 
to bear for Tampa Bay, the Lightning seem 
OK with it. 

“Nobody in there is sitting there think¬ 
ing now we’ve got a path to the Stanley 
Cup finals,” Cooper said. “As a matter of 
fact, actually the odds are probably grossly 
against us just in the sense there’s going to 
be 15 other teams. Any time you go in some¬ 
where and say, ‘OK, we’re going to pick this 
team’ and somebody’s got the field, usually 
the field is the teams to take.” 

Taking the field this time means betting 
against a team that was 21 points clear 
of anyone else in the league, has the top 
scorer and likely MVP in Nikita Kuch¬ 
erov, a Vezina Trophy candidate in goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy and looks built for this 
moment. Of course, so did the Nashville 


Predators last year. 

When the Predators clinched the Presi¬ 
dents’ Trophy against the Capitals, who 
won it the previous two years, winger Filip 
Forsberg said: “We’ve seen especially here 
that the trophy doesn’t mean that much 
going forward.” 

It didn’t, and Nashville lost in the second 
round to Winnipeg in seven games. 

The Capitals have won the Presidents’ 
Trophy three times in the Alex Ovech¬ 
kin era — under coach Bruce Boudreau 
in 2010 and Barry Trotz in 2016 and 2017 
(with Reirden as his top assistant) — and 
lost in the first or second round each time. 

“Obviously it comes with a little bit of 
pressure,” Capitals center Nicklas Back- 
strom said. “You are the best team in the 
regular season and you obviously have 
more work to do I think than just regular 
season.” 

Boudreau, now with Minnesota, said the 
pressure stems from constant questions 
players face because “they can’t get away 
from it” more than a feeling of internal su¬ 
periority. But nine years after getting beat¬ 
en by red-hot goaltender Jaroslav Halak 
and Montreal in the first round, Boudreau 
vividly remembers a Game 6 feeling of, 
“Oh my God, if we lose this game!” 

They did. Tampa Bay defenseman Bray- 
don Coburn remembers it clearly because 
it helped pave the way for his run to the 
Cup Final with Philadelphia. He and his 
Lightning teammates are keenly aware 
of other teams’ missteps in the same spot 
they find themselves in now. 

“You look to the past,” Coburn said. “You 



Nick Wass/AP 


The Washington Capitals have won the 
Presidents’ Trophy three times in the Alex 
Ovechkin era, only to lose in the first or 
second round of the playoffs each time. 

try to take them as lessons. I don’t think you 
try to psych yourself out in any sort of way. 
But I think you look back to that Washing¬ 
ton series against Montreal, I remember it 
very well. It was Halak. He played out of 
his mind. That’s the thing about playoffs is 
you never know what’s going to happen.” 

What should happen based on 1,271 reg¬ 
ular-season games is Steven Stamkos rais¬ 
ing the Stanley Cup over his head in June. 
But that was also the case for the San Jose 
Sharks in 2009 with Joe Thornton and Pat¬ 


rick Marleau in their primes, and they, too, 
lost in the first round. 

“It’s one of those things you can’t let 
down your guard,” said Marleau, now with 
Toronto. “You can’t feel comfortable for a 
second. It’s a brand new season. Anything 
can happen.” 

Tampa Bay was the highest-scoring 
team in the league, so it’s an adjustment 
to playoff-style hockey but something the 
group is used to after reaching the East¬ 
ern Conference finals last year. Forward 
Adam Erne said the “sour taste” from a 
seven-game loss to Washington is a moti¬ 
vation, and more experienced teammates 
are trying to impart some knowledge about 
what to do next. 

“Just keep a present mind frame,” said 
defenseman Ryan McDonagh, who won 
the Presidents’ Trophy with the New York 
Rangers in 2015. “That’ been the best 
thing with this group all year is we’ve just 
focused on each day at a time and not look 
at big picture and what’s going on around 
us, what’s going on with other teams.” 

All well and good, but previous top teams 
have done the same and not been able to 
live up to the billing. Carolina captain 
Justin Williams played on the 2016 and 
2017 Capitals Presidents’ Trophy winning 
teams and acknowledged maybe it played a 
role in players gripping their sticks a little 
too tightly in the playoffs. 

“It’s really hard to get in and there’s 
really no clear favorites once you get in,” 
Williams said. “But playing the favorite is 
a little bit different with the expectations 
for you to win.” 
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Mark Humphrey/AP 


Nashville Predators center Colton Sissons, right, celebrates with Austin Watson after Sissons scored 
against the Chicago Blackhawks during the third period on Saturday in Nashville, Tenn. Watson’s return 
from a suspension is a boost for the Predators as they prepare for the Stanley Cup playoffs. 


Watson’s return solidifies 
Predators’ lines for playoffs 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The Nashville Predators 
mixed up the roster in February by bringing in four 
new players. It turns out the biggest addition may 
have come in the final week of the regular season. 

Coach Peter Laviolette slid Austin Watson back 
into the third line alongside Colton Sissons and Nick 
Bonino for the final three games and the forward 
has helped solidify the Predators’ lines heading into 
their first-round playoff matchup with the Dallas 
Stars. 

“We had been waiting with just kind of a plan on 
the lineup of where we needed to get to and weren’t 
able to get there, but we had a plan for that line to 
go back together,” Laviolette said. “I think they’ve 
been excellent since they’ve been back together. 
They look to me like they haven’t missed a beat from 
the playoffs last year.” 

Watson had been unavailable for 27 games due to 
a suspension by the NHL and NHL Players Asso¬ 
ciation for alcohol abuse. He 
also missed the first 18 games 
of the season after a suspen¬ 
sion for domestic abuse was 
reduced from 27 games over 
an incident last June. 

Not knowing when Watson 
would return, general man¬ 
ager David Poile traded for 6- 
foot- 6 Brian Boyle and brought 
back Cody McLeod on Feb. 6. 
Poile then made a final move 
at the trade deadline, acquir- 
Predators coach jj^g veteran forward Wayne 
Simmonds to both bolster the 
power play unit and add size to the lineup. 

Then the NHL reinstated Watson on March 18, and 
the Predators didn’t know what condition he would 
be in even though he was able to work out during his 
suspension. They sent him to Milwaukee and their 
AHL affiliate for a short conditioning stint, and he 
scored four goals in two games before returning. 

“There was no rust at all,” Laviolette said. 

Watson was back in the lineup April 2 in a win 
at Buffalo. Then he returned to Nashville, where he 
came through with three assists in two games as 


They look 
to me like 
they haven’t 
missed a 
beat from 
the playoffs 
last year. ^ 

Peter Laviolette ! 


Nashville clinched its second straight Central Divi¬ 
sion title. 

Watson credits the chemistry he’s built over the 
past couple years with Bonino and Sissons. 

“We all kind of think the game on the same level 
and try to do a lot of the same things, so when you 
know what your two other line mates are doing out 
there it makes it a little easier, and we love playing 
with each other and it’s been good so far,” Watson 
said Monday. 

The Predators sure could use the line of Watson, 
Bonino and Sissons to replicate what they did a year 
ago when the line combined for 20 points in the play¬ 
offs. All but one goal came in Nashville’s first-round 
win over Colorado. 

Boyle and Simmonds now are on Nashville’s fourth 
line with Calle Jarnkrok. Laviolette’s mixing and 
matching has settled down for now with a complete 
and healthy roster just in time for the postseason 
with the coach expecting to have everyone available 
for Game 1 against Dallas on Wednesday night. 

Stars coach Jim Montgomery called the Predators 
an elite team with talented defensemen, goaltenders 
and postseason experience, especially with reach¬ 
ing the Stanley Cup Final in 2017 and the second 
round last year. 

“And then they added a bunch of pieces up front,” 
Montgomery said. “They were already deep, four 
lines. Now they’re even deeper. This is a team we’re 
going to have to have all six defensemen, have to 
have everybody on board. You’ve got to match your 
four lines with four lines.” 

The Predators still are waiting for their second 
line, featuring another trade deadline acquisition in 
Mikael Granlund, to start contributing. Granlund is 
playing with center Kyle Turris and Craig Smith but 
has only one goal and five points in 16 games since 
the trade. Turris has just one goal and four assists 
since his return Feb. 7 from an injury. 

Poile said some players can make their seasons 
in the playoffs, even after not having a good year. 
Watson already is proof of that opportunity. 

“We need those type of stories, whether it’s Kyle 
or a couple more,” Poile said. “When you win rounds 
and you win the Stanley Cup, there are a whole 
bunch of stories like that.” 


Offense powering 
Golden Knights 
as playoffs arrive 


By W.G. Ramirez 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — The Vegas 
Golden Knights struggled when 
they opened the season and 
wound up in last place in the 
Western Conference at one point, 
a humbling stumble for a team 
that was just a few months re¬ 
moved from a charmed run to the 
Stanley Cup Final in its first year 
of existence. 

With the addition of Mark 
Stone and four stacked lines, the 
defending conference champions 
may be hitting their stride at the 
right time as the playoffs arrive. 

Vegas opens the postseason 
Wednesday in San Jose, a re¬ 
match of the second-round series 
won by the Golden Knights in six 
games last season. 

Stone, a top-line talent who 
came to the team at the trade 
deadline, joined offseason acqui¬ 
sitions Paul Stastny and Max Pa- 
cioretty to form one of the most 
dangerous lines in the league. 
Vegas is 11-6-2 since acquiring 
Stone from Ottawa. 

“You look at the entire group 
as a whole, we have depth, and 
a lot of teams have that,” Stone 
said. “We’re just looking to build 
as deep of a team as possible, and 
I think we’ve done a good job of 
that.” 

That includes what has been 
Vegas’ top line the past two sea¬ 
sons: Jonathan Marchessault, 
William Karlsson and Reilly 
Smith — the team’s top three 
points scorers, with 59,56 and 53, 
respectively. 

Stone leads everyone with 73 
points, but 62 came with Ottawa, 
before he arrived in Las Vegas. 

Coach Gerard Gallant doesn’t 
see a difference in the lines con¬ 
sisting of his top six forwards, as 
he tends to alternate the two in 
the starting lineup. 

“Truthfully, there’s no second 
line for me,” said Gallant, last 
year’s Jack Adams Award win¬ 
ner. “There’s a lot of talent in 


both of those lines and when both 
of them are playing well, every¬ 
thing’s going right, it’s a tough 
team to beat.” 

Then there’s the bottom six, 
which on any given night has pro¬ 
duced all the offense the Golden 
Knights need. 

Alex Tuch ranks fourth on the 
team with 52 points, Cody Eakin 
is sixth with 41 points and the 
goal-scoring duo has given the 
Golden Knights depth at the third 
line, something they lacked last 
June when the Washington Capi¬ 
tals celebrated their first Stanley 
Cup title on Vegas’ home ice. 

The fourth line of Pierre-Ed- 
ouard Bellemare, William Car¬ 
rier and Ryan Reaves is the 
blue-collar line that can wreak 
havoc from a physical standpoint 
or produce offense when the op¬ 
position least expects it. 

Reaves leads the league with 
305 hits, while Carrier ranks 
fourth with 277. 

The Golden Knights’ depth, 
and offensive potential to break 
out in any given game, could 
cause problems for San Jose, 
which hasn’t had the consistency 
it would like between the pipes. 
Out of 56 goalies who made 20- 
plus starts this season. Sharks 
starter Martin Jones ranks 52nd 
in save percentage at .896. 

And with what appears to be 
a healthy roster heading into the 
postseason. Gallant has a stable 
of forwards he can call upon to 
play on any line, at any time. 

“You have a good culture, good 
group of guys, good work ethic, 
you look around the room and 
everyone is humble and hav¬ 
ing fun,” Eakin said. “There’s 
going to be times all year where 
guys are going down, guys are 
jumping around, lots of different 
line combinations. But you get a 
good, hardworking group of guys 
without egos, that’s when the fun 
happens. That’s when you can 
jell and bond and develop some 
chemistry.” 



John Locher/AP 

The Golden Knights' Paul Stastny, left, centers one of the most 


AP Sports Writer Schuyler Dixon contributed to this report. 
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MLB _ 

Bullpen 
holds as 
Cubs rout 
Pirates 

By Jay Cohen 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — First, Brad Brach 
escaped a tough situation. Then 
Brandon Kintzler, Randy Rosario 
and Pedro Strop finished the job. 

Chicago’s beleaguered bullpen 
stepped up after Jon Lester de¬ 
parted with left hamstring tight¬ 
ness, leading the Cubs over the 
Pittsburgh Pirates 10-0 in their 
home opener on Monday. 

“That will build their confi¬ 
dence. They need that,” manager 
Joe Maddon said. “The group 
needs that. They were all really 
good.” 

Chicago’s bullpen had an 8.37 
ERA on an opening 2-7 trip, am¬ 
plifying concerns about pitching 
depth with relievers Brandon 
Morrow, Xavier Cedeno and Tony 
Barnette sidelined by injuries. 
But the bullpen threw four score¬ 
less innings Sunday at Milwaukee, 
and the form carried over into the 
matchup with the Pirates. 

Brach (1-0) came in after Les¬ 
ter was removed with two on and 
no outs in the third. He got Star¬ 
ling Marte to bounce into a double 
play, then struck out Francisco 
Cervelli. 

Brach worked the fourth, and 
Kintzler and Rosario each pitched 
two innings. Strop closed it out 
on a picturesque day at Wrigley 
Field. 

“It’s just one of those things 
where kind of the good pitch¬ 
ing can be contagious but at the 
same time the bad pitching can be 
contagious,” Brach said. “I think 
now we’re ready to get on a little 
bit of a roll and hopefully seven 
innings can go a long way to the 
next game.” 

Lester got hurt when he scored 
from second on Ben Zobrist’s 
two-run single in Chicago’s six- 
run second. The veteran left¬ 
hander is scheduled for an MRI 
on Tuesday. 

“I didn’t feel a pop or any tin¬ 
gling or any numbness or any¬ 
thing like that,” Lester said. “Just 
kind of felt like something was in 
there grabbing me a little bit. So 
I guess that’s the positive look at 
it. Like I said, tomorrow will tell 
us more.” 

Pittsburgh had won four in a 
row, but the Pirates made four er¬ 
rors, including three by shortstop 
Kevin Newman in the second. 

“We need to play better de¬ 
fense,” manager Clint Hurdle 
said. “There were a couple of dif¬ 
ferent sequences there, maybe, 
with execution of pitches didn’t 
help and defensively we had outs 
to put away and we didn’t do it, 
and the inning got away from us.” 

Newman’s first error allowed 
Daniel Descalso to reach after 
Jameson Taillon (0-2) retired 
the first two batters. He commit¬ 
ted two more errors on a Kyle 
Schwarber grounder, and Antho¬ 
ny Rizzo scampered home to give 
the Cubs a 6-0 lead. 


Scoreboard 


American League 

East Division 


Tampa Bay 
Baltimore 
New York 


Central Division 


Detroit 
Cleveland 
Minnesota 
Chicago 
Kansas City 

1 

Seattle 

Houston 

Texas 

Los Angeles 
Oakland 


National League 

East Division 

W L P< 

Philadelphia 7 2 

New York 6 3 

Atlanta 6 4 

Washington 4 5 

Miami 3 7 

Central Division 
Milwaukee 8 3 

Pittsburgh 5 4 

St. Louis 5 5 

Chicago 3 7 

Cincinnati 1 8 

West Division 
Los Angeles 8 3 

San Diego 7 4 

Arizona 5 5 

Colorado 3 8 

San Francisco 3 8 

Monday’s games 
Tampa Bay 5, Chicago White Sox 1 
Baltimore 12, Oakland 4 
Houston 4, N.Y. Yankees 3 
Seattle 13, Kansas City 5 
L.A. Angels 5, Milwaukee 2 
Chicago Cubs 10, Pittsburgh 0 
Philadelphia 4, Washington 3 
St. Louis 4, L.A. Dodgers 3 
Atlanta 8, Colorado 6 
San Diego 6, San Francisco 5 
Tuesday’s games 
Cleveland at Detroit 
Toronto at Boston 
Tampa Bay at Chicago White Sox 
Oakland at Baltimore 
Minnesota at N.Y. Mets 
N.Y. Yankees at Houston 
Seattle at Kansas City 
Texas at Arizona 
Milwaukee at L.A. Angels 
Miami at Cincinnati 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Minnesota at N.Y. Mets 
L.A. Dodgers at St. Louis 
Atlanta at Colorado 
San Diego at San Francisco 
Wednesday’s games 
Cleveland (Bauer 1-0) at Detroit (Boyd 
0-1) 

Tampa Bay (Glasnow 2-0) at Chicago 
White Sox (Lopez 0-1) 


: Baltimore 


Oakland (Montas 1-1) 

(Cobb 0-0) 

Minnesota (Odorizzi 0-1) at N.Y. Mets 
(Syndergaard 0-1) 

N.Y. Yankees (Paxton 1-1) at Houston 
(McHugh 1-1) 

Seattle (KIkuchi 0-0) at Kansas City 
(TBD) 

Texas (Lynn 0-1) at Arizona (Ray 0-1) 
Milwaukee (Woodruff 1-0) at L.A. An¬ 
gels (Pena 0-1) 

Atlanta (Gausman 1-0) at Colorado 
(Anderson 0-2) 

San Diego (Margevicius 0-1) at San 
Francisco (Rodriguez 1-1) 

Miami (Richards 0-1) at Cincinnati 
(Mahle 0-0) 

Washington (Hellickson 0-0) at Phila¬ 
delphia (Pivetta 1-0) 

L.A. Dodgers (Maeda 2-0) at St. Louis 
(Flaherty 0-0) 

Pittsburgh (Lyles 0-0) at Chicago Cubs 
(Darvish 0-1) 

Monday 

Orioles 12, Athletics 4 

Oakland Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grssmanlf 5 0 10 Villar2b 5 2 2 4 

M.ChpmnSb 5 0 3 0 Rickard If 4 10 0 

Pscotty rf 5 0 0 0 Mancini rf 3 2 3 2 

K.Davisdh 4 0 10 R.Nunezdh 5 0 2 0 

Morales lb 4 0 10 Alberto 3b 5 0 12 

Semienss 4 12 0 C.Davislb 5 0 0 0 

Profar2b 3 0 10 Sucrec 4 2 2 0 

Canhacf 3 2 11 Ri.Mrtnss 4 3 3 0 

Phegleyc 3 112 Mullins cf 2 2 2 3 

Pinderph 10 0 0 

Hundley c 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 411 3 Totals 37121511 
Oakland 002 011 000- 4 

Baltimore 130 201 05x-12 

E-Alberto (1), Sucre (1), Profar 2 (4). 
DP-Baltimore 2. LOB-Oakland 8, Balti¬ 
more 6. 2B—R.Nunez (1). 3B—Ri.Martin 

(1) , Mullins 2 (2). HR-Canha (2), Pheg- 
ley (2), Villar (3), Mancini (5). SB—Profar 

(2) . CS-M.Chapman (1). SF-Mullins (1). 
S-Mullins (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Estrada L,0-1 4 9 6 6 1 3 

Petit 2 1110 0 

Hendriks 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Buchter 'A 2 2 2 0 0 

Rodney % 3 3 3 1 1 


Mariners 13, Royals 5 

Seattle Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Hanigercf 6 111 Mrrfeld rf 4 12 0 

Do.Sntn If 5 13 4 Gore rf 1110 

Bruce rf 5 111 Mondesi ss 4 1 11 

Encrnco lb 4 2 2 4 Schwndl ph 1 0 0 0 

Vgibach dh 2 2 1 1 A.Grdon If 4 0 2 2 

HealySb 5 12 0 Dudaph 10 11 

Narvaez c 5 110 Solerdh 4 0 0 0 

D.Mooress 4 3 2 1 O’Hearn lb 3 10 0 

D.Grdon2b 4 12 1 H.DzierSb 3 0 10 

0wings2b 4 0 11 

MIdnadoc 4 0 0 0 

B.HmItncf 4 110 

Totals 4013 15 13 Totals 37 5 10 5 
Seattle 020 028 010-13 

Kansas City 211 000 001- 5 

DP—Kansas City 1. LOB—Seattle 6, Kan¬ 
sas City 9. 2B—Do.Santana (3), Mondesi 

(3), Duda (1). HR—Bruce (6), Encarnaclon 
2 (4), Vogelbach (5), D.Moore (1). CS-En- 
carnaclon (1). S—D.Gordon (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Hernandez 1 32201 

Bradford 2 52211 

Elias W,1-0 3 0 0 0 1 4 

Sadzeck 2 00002 

Gearrin 1 2 1111 

Kansas City 

Bailey L,0-1 5 8 7 7 2 7 

Hill '/si 2 2 0 0 

McCarthy '/s 3 3 3 1 0 

Barlow 2'/3 3 1113 

Kennedy 1 00000 

Bailey pitched to 3 batters in the 6th 

HBP—by Hernandez (Dozier), by Hill 
(Moore). T-3:17. A-10,259 (37,903). 

Cubs 10, Pirates 0 

Pittsburgh Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A.Frzer2b 4 0 10 Zobrist rf 2 112 

S.Martecf 3 0 0 0 R.Rsriop 10 0 0 

Crvellic 1 0 0 0 Strop p 0 0 0 0 

StIIngs ph-c 2 0 10 Bryant 3b 4 111 

Bell lb 4 0 0 0 Rizzo lb 4 111 

Kang 3b 2 0 0 0 Cratini lb 10 0 0 

Lirianop 0 0 0 0 J.Baezss 5 12 1 

Gnzalezph 1 0 0 0 Schwrbr If 4 112 

Burdi p 0 0 0 0 Cntrras c 4 0 0 0 

Me.Cbrrrf 2 0 2 0 Dscalso2b 3 2 10 

J.Mrtin If 2 0 10 Kntzler p 0 0 0 0 

P.ReyesIf-rf 3 0 0 0 AlmrJrcf 10 0 0 

Shuck ph 0 0 0 0 Heyward cf 1 2 0 0 

Newman ss 4 0 1 0 Zagunis rf 10 0 0 

Taillon p 0 0 0 0 Lester p 1111 
Braultph-p 2 0 10 Brach p 0 0 0 0 

Moran3b 2 0 0 0 BoteZb 2 0 0 0 

Totals 32 0 7 0 Totals 3410 8 8 
Pittsburgh 000 000 000- 0 

Chicago 062 200 OOx-10 

E-Newman 3 (3), Moran (3). DP-Pitts- 
burgh 1, Chicago 2. LOB—Pittsburgh 9, Chi¬ 
cago 6.2B—Bryant (4), Descalso (2), Lester 
(1). HR-Schwarber (3). S-Brach (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Taillon L,0-2 2 4 6 0 2 4 

Liriano 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Burdi 1 00003 

Chicago 

Lester 2 3 0 0 1 4 

Brach W,1-0 2 1 0 0 1 3 

Kintzler . 


2 


2 


2 


CashnerW,2-l S'/b 9 4 3 1 1 

Yacabonis H,1 2 2 0 0 1 2 

Givens H,3 ^3 0 0 0 0 1 

Karns 1 0 0 0 0 0 

WP-Estrada, Rodney. T-3:07. A- 
6,585 (45,971). 


Strop 1 10 0 

Lester pitched to 2 batters in the 3rd 
HBP—by Taillon (Bryant), by Kintzler 
(Marte). T-3:12. A-40,692 (41,649). 

Phillies 4, Nationals 3 

Washington Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Eaton rf 4 0 0 0 McCtchn If 4 0 0 0 

B.DzierZb 4 111 Segura ss 4 0 2 0 

Rendon 3b 4 0 10 B.Hrperrf 3 0 0 0 

Soto If 4 110 Hoskins lb 4 2 2 2 

Zmmrmnlb 4 0 10 Ralmutoc 3 110 
Suzuki c 4 12 2 O.Hrrracf 4 12 2 

Difoss 3 0 0 0 Kingery2b 4 0 2 0 

A.Sanch p 2 0 0 0 Franco 3b 4 0 0 0 

Suerop 0 0 0 0 VIsquezp 10 0 0 

Brrcighp 0 0 0 0 Altherrph 10 0 0 

Sippp 0 0 0 0 Dmingezp 0 0 0 0 

M.Adams ph 1 0 0 0 Morgan p 0 0 0 0 

J.MIIerp 0 0 0 0 N.WIImsph 10 0 0 

V.Rblescf 3 0 10 Dav.Rbrp 0 0 0 0 

Neshekp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 3 7 3 Totals 33 4 9 4 

Washington 020 000 001-3 

Philadelphia 000 201 Olx—4 

E—Rendon (2), Barraclough (1). 
DP—Washington 1. LOB—Washington 3, 
Philadelphia 7. 2B—Rendon (5), Soto (3). 
HR—B.Dozier (1), Suzuki (1), Hoskins 2 
(5), O.Herrera (1). CS-O.Herrera (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Sanchez L,0-1 SVb 7 3 3 2 6 

Suero '/b 0 0 0 0 0 

Barraclough ^3 0 0 0 0 1 

Sipp '/3 0 0 0 0 0 

Miller 1 2 110 0 

Philadelphia 

Velasquez 5 4 2 2 0 2 

Dominguez W,1-0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Morgan H,4 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Robertson H,2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

NeshekS,l-l 1 2 110 0 

T-2:32. A-28,212 (43,647). 


Cardinals 4, Dodgers 3 

Los Angeles St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Pdersonlf 2 10 0 M.Crpnt3b 4 110 

Seagerss 4 0 2 1 GIdschm lb 2 10 0 

Bllngerlb 2 10 1 J.Mrtin rf 3 111 

Pollock cf 4 0 11 Gantp 0 0 0 0 

Muncy 3b 4 0 10 De.FwIrph 10 0 0 

Verdugorf 4 0 0 0 Jor.Hckp 0 0 0 0 

K.Hrnan2b 3 0 10 Ozuna If 3 112 

Ru.Mrtnc 3 10 0 DeJong ss 3 0 2 0 

Ryup 1 0 0 0 Molina c 3 0 0 0 

Florop 0 0 0 0 Bader cf 3 0 0 0 

C. Tylorph 1 0 0 0 Wong 2b 3 0 0 0 

Alxnderp 0 0 0 0 Mikolas p 2 0 0 0 

J.Kellyp 0 0 0 0 O’Neill rf 10 0 0 
Freese ph 10 0 0 

P.Baez p 0 0 0 0 

J. Trnerph 10 0 0 

Totals 30 3 5 3 Totals 28 4 5 3 

Los Angeles 200 010 000-3 

St. Louis 200 002 OOx-4 

DP—Los Angeles 1, St. Louis 2. LOB— 
Los Angeles 6, St. Louis 2.2B-Pollock (3), 

K. Hernandez (3), DeJong (3). HR—Ozuna 
(2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Ryu 1% 2 2 2 1 1 

Floro 2'/3 0 0 0 0 2 

Alexander 1 1110 1 

Kelly L,l-2 BS,3 1 2 1110 

Baez 2 0 0 0 0 0 

St. Louis 

Mikolas W,1-1 6 5 3 3 1 3 

Gant H,2 2 0 0 0 1 1 

Hicks S,2-3 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Alexander pitched to 1 batter in the 
6th HBP—by Mikolas (Pederson), by 
Mikolas (Martin), by Mikolas (Pederson). 
WP-Kelly. T-2:41. A-35,858 (45,538). 

Braves 8, Rockies 6 

Atlanta Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Albies2b 5 0 0 0 BIckmon rf 4 10 0 

DnIdsonSb 3 2 10 Tapia If 4 0 10 

Freeman lb 5 110 ArenadoSb 4 110 
Acn Jr. If 3 3 2 2 Story ss 3 113 

Mrkakisrf 4 13 2 Innettac 4 0 0 0 

D. Swnsnss 4 113 Fuentes lb 4 110 

Incarte cf 3 0 10 Valaika2b 4 110 

A.Jcksn c 3 0 0 0 Hmpson cf 2 0 0 1 

Teheran p 3 0 0 0 Oberg p 0 0 0 0 

L. Jcksnp 0 0 0 0 W.Davisp 0 0 0 0 

Venters p 0 0 0 0 Wolters ph 1 0 0 0 

Sobotka p 1 0 0 0 Freland p 0 0 0 0 

Minterp 0 0 0 0 Rynolds ph 1112 

D.Jhnsnp 0 0 0 0 

Desmond cf 2 0 2 0 

Totals 34 8 9 7 Totals 33 6 8 6 

Atlanta 202 030 100-8 

Colorado 000 060 000-6 

DP—Atlanta 1, Colorado 1. LOB—At¬ 
lanta 7, Colorado 4. 2B—Valaika (1), 
Desmond (2). 3B—D.Swanson (1). HR— 
Acuna Jr. (3), Story (4), Reynolds (1). 
SF—D.Swanson (2), Hampson (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Teheran W,l-1 5 5 6 6 3 3 

Jackson H,1 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Venters H,1 % 1 0 0 0 0 

Sobotka H,1 l'/3 0 0 0 0 2 

MinterS,l-l 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Colorado 

Freeland L,l-2 5 7 7 7 4 3 

Johnson 1 21110 

Oberg 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Davis 1 0 0 0 1 3 

D.Johnson pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th L.Jackson pitched to 1 batter in the 
7th HBP-by Freeland (Acuna Jr.). WP- 
Freeland. T-2:59. A-25,199 (50,398). 

Padres 6, Giants 5 

San Diego San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

L.UriasZb 5 0 0 0 Duggarrf 5 0 0 0 

Myers If 4 12 1 Austin lb 2 110 

Machado 3b 4 0 0 0 Parra If 0 0 0 0 

Renfroerf 4 0 0 0 D.HIIndpr 0 0 0 0 

Hosmer lb 3 10 0 S.Dyson p 0 0 0 0 

TtsJr.ss 2 2 12 Kratzph 10 0 0 

F.Mejiac 4 110 Beltif-lb 3 110 
Margot cf 4 0 2 1 Posey c 4 0 10 

Lauer p 1 0 0 0 B.Crwfr ss 4 111 

F.Reyesph 1112 Lngoria3b 4 0 0 0 

Wieckp 0 0 0 0 Solarte2b-lf3 1 0 0 

Stammenp 0 0 0 0 Pillar cf 4 114 

Kinslerph 0 0 0 0 Bmgrner p 2 0 0 0 

Yates p 0 0 0 0 Moronta p 0 0 0 0 

Sndoval ph 1 0 0 0 

Panik2b 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 6 7 6 Totals 33 5 5 5 

San Diego 000 021 300-6 

San Francisco 000 500 000—5 

E-Myers (2), Tatis Jr. (1). LOB-San 
Diego 4, San Francisco 6. 2B—F.Mejia (2), 
Posey (3). HR-Myers (3), Tatis Jr. (3), 
F.Reyes (1), Pillar (1). SB-Margot (1), Pil¬ 
lar (2). CS-Kinsler (1). S-Lauer (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Lauer W,2-1 6 4 5 5 3 8 

Wieck H,1 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Stammen H,6 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Yates S,6-6 1 0 0 0 1 2 

San Francisco 

Bumgarner 6 4 5 5 1 3 

Moronta L,0-2 BS,2 1 2 110 0 

Dyson 2 10011 

Bumgarner pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th HBP-by Bumgarner (Tatis Jr.), by 
Bumgarner (Tatis Jr.), by Wieck (Parra). 
T-2:55. A-28,625 (41,915). 


Astros 4, Yankees 3 

New York Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Gardner cf 5 0 10 Spmgrcf-rf3 0 0 0 
Judge rf 3 12 1 AltuveZb 4 111 
Voitdh 4 0 11 Bregman3b2 110 
G.Sanch c 4 0 10 Brntley If 4 0 10 

Torres ss 4 0 0 0 Correa ss 4 0 2 1 

G.Bird lb 4 0 0 0 Gurriel lb 4 10 0 

LMahieuZb 4 110 Reddick rf 2 0 0 0 

C.FrzerIf 4 0 2 1 A.Diaz ph 10 0 0 
Llrshela3b 3 10 0 Mrsnickcf 10 0 0 
White dh 2 10 0 
R.Chrnsc 3 0 2 2 
Totals 35 3 8 3 Totals 30 4 7 4 
New York 001 011 000-3 

Houston 000 100 21x-4 

DP-New York 1. LOB-New York 8, 
Houston 6. 2B-LeMahieu (4), R.Chirinos 
2 (4). HR-Judge (3), Altuve (2). SB-Gard- 
ner (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Tanaka 6 3 112 3 

Britton BS,1 % 2 2 2 1 0 

Ottavino L,l-1 V/i 2 1114 

Houston 

Verlander 6 7 3 3 2 6 

Harris 1 10 0 11 

PresslyW,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

OsunaS,3-3 1 0 0 0 0 0 

T-2:59. A-27,631 (41,168). 

Angels 5, Brewers 2 

Milwaukee Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Cain cf 4 0 0 0 K.CIhun rf 4 0 0 0 

Yelich rf 4 0 2 0 Trout cf 2 10 0 

Braun If 4 0 0 0 Bour lb 3 112 

T.Shaw3b 4 0 0 0 Simmons ss 4 111 

Aguilar lb 4 0 0 0 Pujols dh 3 0 0 0 

MstakasZb 4 2 2 1 Goodwin If 3 110 

Grandalc 3 0 10 CozartSb 0 0 0 0 

Thames dh 2 0 0 0 Lucroyc 3 0 10 

Arciass 3 0 11 LStlla2b 2 112 

Bourjosif 0 0 0 0 

Fltchr3b-2b 3 0 0 0 

Totals 32 2 6 2 Totals 27 5 5 5 

Milwaukee 010 100 000-2 

Los Angeles 020 100 02x—5 

E—Goodwin (l),Arcia(l). DP—Milwau¬ 
kee 3, Los Angeles 1. LOB—Milwaukee 5, 
Los Angeles 3. HR—Moustakas (3), Bour 

(1) , Simmons (1), La Stella (1). SB-Yelich 

(2) . CS-K.Calhoun (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Chacin L,2-l 6'/3 3 3 3 3 1 

Anderson 1 2 2 2 2 0 

Wilson Vj 0 0 0 0 1 

Los Angeles 

Cahill W,1-1 6 5 2 2 1 8 

Robles H,2 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Buttrey H,4 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Allen S,2-2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Cahill (Thames). T-2:40. A- 
28,571 (45,050). 

Rays 5, White Sox 1 

Tampa Bay Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Y.Diazdh 6 12 0 L.Grciarf 4 0 3 0 

Pham If 3 2 10 Ti.Andrss 4 0 10 

Dan.Rbr3b 4 0 2 1 J.Abreu lb 4 0 0 0 

Av.Grcirf 5 0 2 1 W.CstlIdh 3 0 0 0 

Heredia cf 3 0 0 1 Y.AInsoph 10 0 0 

Meadows phO 0 0 1 Moncada3b4 0 0 0 

Krmaiercf 0 0 0 0 El.Jmen If 4 0 2 0 

Choi lb 4 0 0 1 J.Rndon2b 4 12 1 

Zuninoc 3 0 0 0 J.McCnn c 3 0 10 

Lowe 2b 5 0 10 Engel cf 3 0 0 0 

Adames SS 4 2 3 0 

Totals 37 511 5 Totals 34 1 9 1 

Tampa Bay 220 000 010-5 

Chicago 000 010 000-1 

DP—Tampa Bay 2. LOB—Tampa Bay 
14, Chicago 6. 2B—Lowe (2), Adames (1), 
L.Garcia (2). HR—J.Rondon (1). SB—Pham 
2 (5), Dan.Robertson (1), Ti.Anderson (2). 
SF-Choi (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Snell W,2-1 6 6 1 1 0 11 

Woods,1-1 3 3 0 0 0 3 

Chicago 

Rodon L,l-2 4^ 8 4 4 5 9 

Fulmer 3 3 112 3 

Jones l'/3 0 0 0 1 2 

WP-Rodon, Snell. T-3:25. A-11,734 
(40,615). 

Calendar 

April 13-14 — St. Louis vs. Cincinnati at 
Monterrey, Mexico. 

May 4-5 — Houston vs. Los Angeles 
Angels at Monterrey, Mexico. 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts, Secau- 
cus, N.J. 

June 13 — Detroit vs. Kansas City at 
Omaha, Neb. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

June 19-20 — Owners meeting. New 
York. 

June 29-30 — New York Yankees vs. 
Boston at London. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 9 — All-Star Game at Cleveland. 
July 21— Hall of Fame induction, Coo- 
perstown, N.Y. 

July 31 — Last day during the season 
to trade a player. 

Aug. 18 — Pittsburgh vs. Chicago Cubs 
at Wifliamsport, Pa. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 
players. 

Oct. 1-2 — Wild-card games. 

Oct. 22 - World Series starts. 
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MLB/MASTERS 


Rose looking 
to take next step 

No. 1 player has been close at Augusta 
but has not been able to wear green jacket 



Orlin Wagner/AP 


Mariners first baseman Edwin Encarnacion hits a three-run home run off Royals reliever Kevin McCarthy 
during the sixth inning on Monday in Kansas City, Mo. It was his second home run of the inning. 

MLB roundup 

Encarnacion hits 2 HRs in 6th 
as Mariners roll over Royals 


Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. —Edwin 
Encarnacion and the Seattle 
Mariners are off to a slugging 
start unlike any team in m^or 
league history. 

Encarnacion homered twice 
during an eight-run sixth inning, 
two of five homers for the hot-hit- 
ting Mariners during a 13-5 vic¬ 
tory over the Kansas City Royals 
on Monday night. 

Seattle has 32 homers in its 
first 12 games, the most ever by a 
team a dozen games into the sea¬ 
son. The St. Louis Cardinals had 
31 in 2000, according to STATS. 
The Mariners have scored at least 
five runs 11 times already. 

“What an offensive roll we’re 
on right now,” manager Scott Ser- 
vais said. “Guys just don’t let up. 
The consistency up and down the 
lineup, it’s contagious. The guys 
have all bought in.” 

Encarnacion is the first Mari¬ 
ner to homer twice in an in¬ 
ning since Bret Boone and Mike 
Cameron both did it May 2, 2002 
against the White Sox. The last 
player with a multihomer inning 
was Mark Trumbo of the Angels 
on April 15, 2016 at Texas. 

It’s the second time in his ca¬ 
reer that Encarnacion has hom¬ 
ered twice in an inning, also 
accomplishing it on July 26, 2013 
with Toronto. 

“When [Encarnacion] hits it, it 
just sounds different,” said Daniel 
Vogelbach, who led off the second 
with Seattle’s first homer. “He’s 
done it for a long time, and he 
does it every single year. I think 
I’ve seen most of them against us. 
It’s a lot better to see them when 
he hits them for us.” 

The Mariners improved to 10- 
2, the first team in the m^ors 
with double-digit victories. 

Roenis Elias (1-0) pitched three 
hitless innings in relief, helping 


Seattle cover when Felix Hernan¬ 
dez left after one inning with an 
illness. 

“It started last night,” he said. 
“I woke up this morning throwing 
up, and I threw up like 14 times. 
I just tried to go out there. With 
the way our hitters are swinging 
the bats, I thought I had a good 
chance to get a win.” 

Orioles 12, Athletics 4: Chris 
Davis went O-for-5 to set a m^or 
league record for the longest hit¬ 
less streak by a position player, 
extending his drought to 49 con¬ 
secutive at-bats in host Balti¬ 
more’s rout of Oakland. 

Davis hit three flyballs before 
striking out in the seventh and 
eighth innings, leaving him 0-for- 
28 this season. The previous lon¬ 
gest drought by a non-pitcher was 
46 at-bats, by Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers infielder Eugenio Velez. 

Jonathan Villar homered and 
had four RBIs, Trey Mancini 
went 3-for-3 with a homer, and 
Cedric Mullins hit two triples and 
drove in three runs. 

Astros 4, Yankees 3: Jose 
Altuve hit a long home run and 
Carlos Correa’s broken-bat RBI 
infield single in the eighth inning 
helped host Houston rally past 
New York for its fourth straight 
victory. 

Aaron Judge homered off As¬ 
tros ace Justin Verlander as New 
York built a 3-1 lead in a matchup 
between AL powerhouses. Rob¬ 
inson Chirinos tied it with a two- 
run double in the seventh against 
Zack Britton. 

Angels 5, Brewers 2: Mike 
Trout made a leaping catch to 
steal a potential homer from 
Christian Yelich, and host Los 
Angeles beat Milwaukee for its 
fourth straight victory. 

Tommy La Stella and Justin 
Bour each hit a two-run homer. 
Andrelton Simmons also went 


deep and Trevor Cahill (1-1) 
pitched six strong innings in his 
home debut for the Angels, who 
have rebounded from a 1-6 start 
to the season. 

Phillies 4, Nationals 3: Rhys 
Hoskins hit two solo homers, 
Odubel Herrera hit a two-run 
shot and host Philadelphia beat 
Washington. 

Kurt Suzuki and Brian Dozier 
went deep for the Nationals. 

Bryce Harper was O-for-3 with 
a walk in his third game against 
his former team but helped pre¬ 
vent a run with a perfect relay 
throw. 

Cardinals 4, Dodgers 3: Mar¬ 
cell Ozuna homered to back a 
solid start by Miles Mikolas, and 
host St. Louis ended Los Angeles’ 
five-game winning streak. 

Mikolas (1-1) allowed three 
runs on five hits in six innings, 
working around three hit batters 
in the first five innings. He had 
never hit more than one batter in 
a game. 

Padres 6, Giants 5: Pinch-hit¬ 
ter Franmil Reyes connected for 
a go-ahead, two-run homer in 
the seventh inning, and visiting 
San Diego rallied from five down 
against Madison Bumgarner to 
beat San Francisco. 

Fernando Tatis Jr. also hit a 
two-run homer and Wil Myers 
had a solo shot for the Padres. 

Braves 8, Rockies 6: Ron¬ 
ald Acuna Jr. homered, Dansby 
Swanson drove in three runs and 
Atlanta held off Colorado for its 
first road win of the season. 

Nick Markakis added three 
hits and two RBIs for the Braves, 
swept in their season-opening 
trip to Philadelphia. 

Rays 5, Whote Sox 1: At Chi¬ 
cago, Blake Snell (2-1) struck out 
11 in six innings, giving up one 
run and six hits as Tampa Bay 
improved to 8-3. 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

AUGUSTA, Ga. 
ustin Rose has been 
atop the leaderboard at 
the Masters after every 
round except the one that 
matters. 

He is making his 14th appear¬ 
ance, so he has the experience. 

He has been runner-up twice, 
most recently in a playoff that 
would have been more crushing if 
not for seeing close friend Sergio 
Garcia celebrate his first mgjor. 

The next step is a green jacket. 

Still to be determined is wheth¬ 
er it’s a baby step or a giant leap. 

“Guys talk about a course that 
fits their eye,” Rose said Monday. 
“And I think this is one for me 
that I like all the shots out there.” 

Monday was the first full day of 
practice for the Masters, and the 
course was particularly full in 
the morning because of thunder¬ 
storms that arrived and led Au¬ 
gusta National to close the course 
about 3 p.m. 

Tiger Woods arrived late Sun¬ 
day afternoon and played nine 
holes in solitude, and then an¬ 
other nine Monday morning with 
Fred Couples and Justin Thomas. 
Rory Mcllroy played with Dustin 
Johnson, two of the top betting 
favorites. 

Woods and Couples share more 
than the distinction of a green 
jacket. They are among three 
players who have won the Mas¬ 
ters while No. 1 in the world since 
the rankings began in 1986. The 
other player was Ian Woosnam in 
1991. Woods last won the Masters 
as the No. 1 player in 2002, the 
year before Rose played Augusta 
for the first time. 

For Rose, the ranking is just a 
number. 

This is the fifth time since Sep¬ 
tember he has risen to No. 1, and 
the last three times he got there, 
he didn’t even play the week 
before. 

“I think the weeks that I am 
No. 1, it’s really cool,” Rose said. 
“I feel like I haven’t had my run 
yet where I’ve sort of separated 
myself as the No. 1 player in the 
world. That’s a goal of mine still. 
No one’s really been that domi¬ 
nant right now. If think if anyone 
has been dominant, it’s been Rory 
in the last couple of months. ... 
The ranking, it’s bounced around 
a lot.” 

Golf is so crowded at the top 
that five players — Rose, John¬ 
son, Mcllroy, Thomas and Brooks 
Koepka — could leave the Mas¬ 
ters at No. 1. 

That’s one reason this Masters 
is regarded as even more wide 
open than in recent years. That 
typically is the case, anyway, 
because of the short field — 87 


players, nearly half the size of 
the other three majors — that in¬ 
cludes six past champions at 50 or 
older and six amateurs. 

Rose simply wants to cross the 
line. 

He made the cut on the num¬ 
ber in his debut in 2003, which 
he thought was a good start con¬ 
sidering the experience Augusta 
National so often requires. The 
following year, he opened with 
rounds of 67 and 71 to lead after 
each of the opening two rounds. 

“And then shot 81 on the third 
day, which was obviously disap¬ 
pointing, but just really taught 
me a lot about this golf course,” 
Rose said. “Gave me such great 
valuable experience and insights 
into how to play it, how not to play 
it and how it can kind of trick 
you and bully you a little bit at 
times.” 

He was a distant runner-up 
to Jordan Spieth in 2015, and 
the real crusher was the playoff 
against Garcia in 2017. Rose had 
the lead with two holes to play 
until missing a par putt on the 
17th, and then getting into trouble 
off the tee on the 18th in the play¬ 
off to lose. 

It stung the next day. 

It hurt even more later in the 
year when something would trig¬ 
ger a memory of the day he nearly 
won the green jacket. Close calls 
at the Masters guarantee nothing, 
as Tom Weiskopf (four runner-up 
finishes) and Greg Norman can 
attest. 

But it was a chat with Henrik 
Stenson, whom Rose beat in Rio 
de Janeiro for the Olympic gold 
medal in 2016, that gave him per¬ 
spective. Rose had a couple of 
shots in Rio that hopped out of a 
bush, and those good breaks cost 
Stenson that day. 

“Henrik pointing that out to me 
made it easier to accept and swal¬ 
low, that I’ve had my moments 
where I’ve ridden my luck and 
this was one that maybe just kind 
of went against me,” Rose said. 
“But you’ve got to keep putting 
yourself in those positions.” 

Rose will be back with his 
longtime caddie, Mark “Fooch” 
Fulcher, who had surgery in Jan¬ 
uary to repair the mitral valve 
in his heart. Fulcher was at the 
Match Play two weeks ago, cad¬ 
dying nine holes a day of practice 
and walking outside the ropes 
during Rose’s four matches. He 
was climbing hills on Monday 
during the practice round. 

Rose had been using Ga¬ 
reth Lord, the former caddie of 
Stenson. 

“Fooch said to Lordy, ‘You’ve 
got one job — just give him back 
to me as world No. 1.’ The fact that 
the ranking switched this week 
was a nice touch,” Rose said. 
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'There's nothing like this' 

After women’s debut, main event takes focus at Augusta 



David Goldman/AP 


Jennifer Kupcho celebrates after sinking a putt on the 18th hole to 
win the Augusta National Women’s Amateur tournament in Augusta, 
Ga., on Saturday. 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Only when 
Nick Faldo took a break after play¬ 
ing nine holes Sunday at Augusta 
National did he look different. 

At least to Matt Wallace. 

Faldo was asked to present 
prizes for the Drive, Chip and 
Putt National Finals, and he had 
to look the part. The three-time 
Masters champion headed up¬ 
stairs to his locker, slipped on his 
green jacket and returned to the 
trophy presentation. 

Wallace, making his Masters 
debut, rushed over to Faldo and 
rubbed the sleeve of his jacket 
with his fingers. 

“I love it,” Faldo said. “I come 
here, open my locker, there’s my 
jacket. Fve got to tell you, it’s 
pretty cool. It’s a pretty special 
thing.” 

It’s what everyone wants a 
week from Sunday, perhaps the 
most significant piece of clothing 
awarded in sports. And the race 
for it is as open as ever against the 
smallest field of the four m^ors. 

Tiger Woods is going for his 
first Masters title in 14 years. 
Rory Mcllroy is going for his 
first, which would be the last 
leg of the career Grand Slam. 
The last seven Masters cham¬ 
pions were among the top 25 in 
the world, and six players from 


the top 10 in the world arrive at 
Augusta National having already 
won this year. 

Players began filtering in at 
Augusta National in the last few 
days even as they had to share the 
golf course. The inaugural Au¬ 
gusta National Women’s Amateur 
was held the previous two days, 
with 72 players practicing on Fri¬ 
day and the 30 players who made 
the cut competing on Saturday. 

On Sunday, parts of the prac¬ 
tice facility, the putting green 
and the 18th green were occupied 
by kids ages 7 through 15 for the 
sixth Drive, Chip and Putt. 

“With yesterday and today, the 
buzz is unbelievable,” Adam Scott 
said. “The kids are amazing, and 
it makes me feel like a kid again. 
As long as they’re still finding 
it fun, these kinds of things are 
so good. Just wait — one day, a 
Drive, Chip and Putt champion 
will be a Masters champion.” 

Unique about the Masters, 
among many things, is that it’s 
the only mqjor organized and 
hosted by a private club. 

Members can play the course 
through Sunday, and they often 
do. Only past champions, like 
Scott and Mike Weir, are allowed 
to bring guests. Scott has been 
bringing his father, Phil, since 
winning in 2013. 

Faldo, who won his first green 
jacket 30 years ago and now is 


the lead analyst for CBS Sports, 
couldn’t think of a better place to 
be. 

“There’s nothing like this,” he 
said. “Sure, we’re biased because 
we’re in golf, but you tell me what 
sporting event is better than this, 
especially for a week? You’ll get 
amazing matches at Wimbledon 
and all sorts of things. But this, 
for like 10 days, there’s nothing, 
I don’t think. You tell me what 
sporting event can top this.” 

One veteran European writer 
suggested the Tour de France. 

Faldo pointed to umbrella-cov¬ 
ered lawn tables and chairs out¬ 
side the clubhouse, where visitors 
sipped on lemonade across from 
the putting green and first tee. 

“You don’t have this ambiance,” 
he said. “Tour de France, you sit 
at a cafe and whoosh! There they 
go. And everyone says, ‘Ooh-la- 
lai’ And then what do you do?” 

Nothing moves quickly at Au¬ 
gusta National except time. 

Even as Sunday drew closer 
to the start of Masters week, so 
much of the chatter was on the 
Augusta National Women’s Ama¬ 
teur, heralded as a wildly suc¬ 
cessful debut, especially with 
the way Wake Forest senior Jen¬ 
nifer Kupcho took on the par 5s 
and played the final six holes in 5 
under to win. 

Kupcho dreads going back to 
school next week. She was back 


on the course Sunday soaking up 
a win she considered bigger than 
her NCAA title last year, mainly 
because of the stage she was on 
and the effect on her sport. 

“To get all the support that 
we’ve gotten from all the fans, 
all the press, it’s unbelievable for 
the women’s game,” she said. “It 
was just unreal. I definitely had 
nerves, butterflies. And there’s 
no words to describe it. It was just 
a great round, and it’s probably 


the most fun I’ve ever had on a 
golf course.” 

By day’s end, as no more than 
five players were on the range 
in late afternoon with no one 
around, the Masters started com¬ 
ing into view. 

“Rory wins, it’s the Grand 
Slam,” Faldo said. “If Tiger wins, 
my goodness, what’s that going to 
be? It might make the morning 
papers for three months.” 


At Augusta, everyone expected to mind manners 



Morry Gash/AP 


Fuzzy Zoeller encourages the crowd to be quiet during the 2006 
Masters. Augusta National has rules, just like most private clubs, 
and its members expect them to be followed. Fans are on their best 
behavior. For the most part, so are the players. 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Francesco 
Molinari learned on the eve of his 
first appearance at the Masters 
this mqjor was different from the 
others. 

He was at Augusta National in 
2006, not to play but as the cad¬ 
die for older brother Edoardo, the 
US. Amateur champion. Their 
father caddied in the Par 3 Tour¬ 
nament, and Molinari was trying 
to keep up outside the ropes. 

Dashing from the green to the 
next tee, he soon was confronted 
by a club member. 

“After like six steps, one of the 
green jackets came in and said, 
‘No running,”’ Molinari said. 
“That week, you’re always con¬ 
scious of what you’re doing.” 

Augusta National has rules, 
just like most private clubs, and 
its members expect them to be 
followed. 

Unlike other clubs, however, 
Augusta doesn’t just host a mqjor. 

It runs the m^or. 

The heritage created by co¬ 
founders Bobby Jones and Clif¬ 
ford Roberts and built up over 
eight decades has created an 
aura that permeates everything 
and everybody. It is the ultimate 
invitational — even four-time 
champion Tiger Woods gets an 
invitation in the mail. 


Fans are on their best behav¬ 
ior. For the most part, so are the 
players. 

No phones are allowed, which 
Ian Poulter once discovered the 
hard way. He tweeted a picture 
from his practice round one year. 

“I didn’t get told off,” he said. 
“I got asked politely not to be tak¬ 
ing pictures. So you don’t. There’s 
a way they say things that mean, 
‘You shouldn’t do that,’ which is 
different from how other people 
tell you. They have their way. It’s 


cool.” 

Rory Mcllroy was playing the 
British Open as an amateur in 
2007 when he saw Henrik Sten- 
son smash a tee marker out of 
frustration. Golf makes every¬ 
one crazy, as Mcllroy has expe¬ 
rienced himself. He once hurled 
a 3-iron into a lake at Doral and 
broke a club at Merion during the 
US. Open. 

“I would think twice about it 
there,” he said of the Masters. 
“You get in trouble. You want to 


come back.” 

Does anyone really think Au¬ 
gusta National would not invite a 
player back if he were eligible? 

No one really knows. 

“There was a little incident in 
the Middle East,” Mcllroy said 
with a smile, referring to Ser¬ 
gio Garcia being disqualified for 
damaging five greens early in the 
third round of the Saudi Interna¬ 
tional. “If that would have hap¬ 
pened at Augusta, I don’t think he 
would have been invited back.” 

No one wants to find out. 

“I was under the assumption it 
was possible,” Paul Azinger said. 

There is a respect for the tra¬ 
dition, sure, but there is an atmo¬ 
sphere at Augusta that starts with 
how it expects the fans to behave. 
No running. No screaming. No 
phones for talking, texting, tweet¬ 
ing. It’s rare to see fans in blue 
jeans, even though that’s not part 
of any dress code. 

And it carries over to players. 

“I’ve gotten upset at Augusta 
before,” Jimmy Walker said. “But 
I think you’re on a different level 
because they expect the crowd to 
act a certain way, and that flows 
into the rest of the tournament. 
You can’t act rowdy or unruly or 
they’ll boot you right out of there. 
There is an honor system with the 
seats. There’s a culture there, and 
as a player, you feel it. It’s a little 
different.” 


Translation: No one is yelling 
“BA-BA-BOOEY!” 

“I remember my friend being 
with me once,” Louis Oosthuizen 
said. “He was shouting in a deep 
voice, ‘LOOUU-eee.’ He got a 
tap on the back. It was a guy in a 
green jacket and he said, ‘Sir, that 
will be your last time.’ And that 
was it. That’s great. Everybody 
likes that. I’ve never heard any¬ 
one in the crowd misbehave. You 
don’t hear ‘Smashed Potatoes’ or 
whatever they shout.” 

That’s not to say he hasn’t seen 
fans get admonished, even his 
own relatives. 

He recalls one year his father- 
in-law went ahead a few holes to 
wait on him, sat down under a 
tree and dozed off. Oosthuizen ar¬ 
rived in time to see a member in 
his green jacket tap his father-in- 
law on the shoulder and tell him, 
“You’re not allowed to sleep.” 

“There’s definitely a higher re¬ 
spect level, which is crazy — we 
should respect everyone exactly 
the same,” Poulter said. “But I 
think for some reason, everyone 
treads carefully. I don’t know 
why. The members don’t bite. But 
the place has its own aura. It’s so 
good. ... I think because there’s a 
no-nonsense policy there, people 
with a ticket treat us and the place 
with that much respect — and we 
do, too. We feel pretty special to 
be there, right?” 
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NCAA TOURNAMENT 


Painful: Cavs 
simply couldn’t 
shake Raiders 

FROM BACK PAGE 

“We’ve all had our own battles,” said Vir¬ 
ginia guard Kyle Guy, who was named the 
Final Four’s most oustanding player. “I said 
earlier, it’s a really special group because 
we all had the same ‘Why?’ among other 
‘whys.’ But to share the same one, and to 
battle everything we battled through, and 
come out on top, it’s a fantastic feeling.” 

It’s tempting to call Virginia a team of 
destiny, but that would undermine what 
the Cavaliers accomplished this season. 
It would give short shrift to the way they 
overcame so many close calls in this tour¬ 
nament, including an entertaining, back- 
and-forth final against an opponent that 
simply would not go away. 

Lottery-pick-in-waitingDe’AndreHunter 
scored a career-high 27 points after start¬ 
ing the game O-for-7 from the floor. Going 
mano-a-mano against another likely NBA- 
bound star, Jarrett Culver, Hunter saved 
the Cavaliers (35-3) with a game-tying 
three with 12 seconds left in regulation, 
then helped them win it with a go-ahead 
three with 2:07 left in the overtime. 

Hunter’s game-tying shot came on a 
play Texas Tech doesn’t usually allow: 
Ty Jerome dribbled into the middle, then 
skipped a pass down the baseline to Hunt¬ 
er, who spotted up from the corner. The 
nation’s best defense hardly ever leaves 
someone that wide-open. 

“With a three-point lead ... we’re trying 
to play really sound defense with three 
objectives: No three-point shots, no ‘and- 
ones,’ and we’ve got to secure the defensive 
rebounds,” Texas Tech coach Chris Beard 
said. “We just came up a little bit short, but 
give Virginia credit. They have a really, 
really good team. So much poise, and just 
have a lot of respect for them.” 

The poise showed up earlier in the tour¬ 
nament, too. 

First, when the Cavaliers, a No. 1 seed 
again, fell behind by 14 early to No. 16 
Gardner-Webb in what seemed like a re¬ 
peat of the nightmare from the year be¬ 
fore. They won 71-56. 

Next, against Purdue, when, trailing by 
2, the Cavaliers intentionally missed a free 
throw, got the ball back and fed to Mamadi 
Diakite, who beat the buzzer to send the 
game into overtime. They won 80-75. 

And then in the semifinal Saturday 
against Auburn, when Guy got fouled while 
shooting a three with 0.6 seconds left, and 
calmly sank all three free throws. They 
won 63-62. 

“I hope that it’s a message for some peo¬ 
ple out there that there can be hope and joy 
and resiliency,” said Virginia coach Tony 
Bennett. 



Charlie Neibergall/AP 

Virginia head coach Tony Bennett directs 
his team during overtime of the national 
championship game against Texas Tech 
on Monday in Minneapolis. 
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Virginia stiii team to beat 

Vegas installs new champs as favorites next season 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Kyle Guy had every 
reason to look toward next season the mo¬ 
ment last season ended, a stunning and 
humiliating loss to UMBC in the NCAA 
Tournament forcing him into what he 
called “a dark place.” 

Instead, the junior guard ruminated over 
the loss for weeks. 

Guy might want to dwell on the way 
this year’s tournament ended even longer, 
basking in an overtime victory over Texas 
Tech in the national championship game 
Monday night that was equal parts absolu¬ 
tion and retribution. But when he finally 
does turn his attention toward next season, 
he will face this reality: There’s a good 
chance Virginia could be right back in the 
finals again. 

The bulk of their lineup will return in¬ 
tact, hardened by both uplifting victory 
and soul-crushing defeat. They’ll be joined 
by a pair of top-100 prospects, and they 
will have the confidence of winning a se¬ 
ries of nail-biters on college basketball’s 
biggest stage. 

“As soon as the buzzer sounded (last 
year) and we were done with the press 
conference and stuff, we knew we all had 
the same goal in mind for next year, and 
that was to win a national championship,” 
Guy said. “To battle everything we battled 
through and come out on top is a fantastic 
feeling.” 

In college basketball, though, every end¬ 
ing is a new beginning. That was the case 



De’Andre Hunter is sure to be a lottery 
pick in the NBA Draft is he decides to 
leave Virginia after this season. But he 
might be the Cavs’ only significant loss. 

when the Cavs were bounced by UMBC a 
year ago, and it was the case again Monday 
night. 

Multicolored confetti was still swirling 
inside U.S. Bank Stadium, and the party 


still going on in the locker rooms, when 
oddsmakers in Las Vegas made the Cava¬ 
liers the betting favorites for next season. 
Caesars Palace had them at 5-1 odds, while 
the Westgate Las Vegas SuperBook fol¬ 
lowed suit by installing Virginia and Ken¬ 
tucky as co-favorites at 7-1. 

The reason for that optimism? Sim¬ 
ple. The Cavaliers return just about 
everybody. 

Yes, sophomore standout De’Andre 
Hunter is almost certainly off to the NBA, 
especially after a career-high 27 points 
in the Cavaliers’ 85-77 win over the Red 
Raiders. Junior guard Ty Jerome could 
join him in declaring for the draft, though 
he is considered a fringe first-rounder. 

Otherwise, the only loss to graduation is 
Jack Salt, a role player off the bench. 

Guy should be back for his senior year 
after a starring turn at the Final Four, and 
so should Mamadi Diakite, the versatile 
shot-blocking forward. Point guard Kihei 
Clark will be back with a year of experi¬ 
ence, and top reserve Braxton Key could 
slide into a starting job. 

The team that had never won a title could 
be staring at the prospect of two straight. 

“When they came on the recruiting visit, 
I remember telling them, ‘Look, the foun¬ 
dation has been laid by guys — Joe (Har¬ 
ris) and Malcolm (Brogdon) were here and 
all the guys who went before,” Virginia 
coach Tony Bennett said. “We had won 
some ACC championships, we’ve been to 
the Elite Eight. I said, ‘We’re asking you to 
build on that foundation. That’s going to be 
the hardest step.’” 
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Painful loss pushes 
Virginia to win it all 


NCAA TOURNAMENT 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS 

I t was an easy question to ask, even if 
the answer was tough to absorb. 
“Why?” 

It dogged Virginia for a year and 
three weeks — following the Cavaliers 
through sweat-soaked practices, hostile 
arenas up and down the East Coast, on talk 
radio and pundit-driven TV, and in their 
own, doubt-filled, uncertain minds. 

The only truly satisfying answer to 
“Why?” came Monday night — and with 
the confetti falling and the nets dangling 
around their necks, it all seemed so clear. 

That humbling, history-making loss last 
season to Maryland-Baltimore County hap¬ 
pened so the Cavaliers could stand at cen¬ 
ter court and celebrate this time around. 

The only top seed to fall to a No. 16 in the 
history of the NCAA Tournament is now 
the only team to come back from such a 
loss and win a championship the very next 
season. Virginia did it the hard way, squan¬ 
dering a 10-point lead against a tenacious 
Texas Tech team, only to pull away for an 
85-77 victory in overtime. 

And now, there are no more questions. 
SEE PAINFUL ON PAGE 31 


Matt York, above, and Jeff Roberson, left/AP 

Above: Virginia players celebrate with the trophy after winning the Final Four championship game Monday in Minneapolis. 

Left: A teammate consoles Texas Tech guard Davide Moretti, left, after Virginia’s 85-77 overtime victory. 
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Lightning favored in East, while 
West is wide open» Pages 26-27 


Encarnacion leads Mariners to rout of KC » MLB, Page 29 



















